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SERMON 1. 


GaLaT. v. 24. And they that ave Chriff’s 
have crucified the flelo with the affections and 
lufts. 7 Page 1. 
AS all feéts and inftitutions have their diitin- 


guifhing badge, or characteri‘tic name, that 
of Chriftianity is comprized in the crucifixion of 
the flefh, and the lufts thereof, 1, 2. 

This explained, by fhewing : 

I. What is meant by being Chrift’s: It con- 
fifts in accepting of, and having an intereft in 
Chrift, as he is offered and propofed in the Go- 
- {pel, under three offices, his prophetical, his 

kingly, and his facerdotal, 2, 3. 

_ II. What is meant by the flefh, and the af- 
fections and lufts: By the former we are to 
underftand, the whole intire body of fin and 
corruption, the inbred pronenefs in our nature 
to all evil; by the latter, the drawing forth of 
that propenfity or principle into the feveral com- 
miffions of fin, through the courfe of our lives, 


a The 
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The text farther profecuted in fhewing two 
things: , se 
_ |. Why this vitiofity and corrupt habit of 

nature comes to have this denomination of flefh: 
And that for three reafons : | 

1. Becaufe of it’s fituation and place, which 
is principally in the flefh; concupifcence, which 
is the radix of all fin, following the crafis and: 
temperature of the body, 6 fo 10. | 

2. Becaufe of it’s clofe infeparable nearnefs 
to the foul; being, as it were, ingrafted into it, 
and thereby made connatural to it, 10/0 12. 

3. Becaufe of it’s dearnefs to us; there be- 
ing nothing we profecute with a more affectionate 
tendernefs, than our bodies; and fin being our 
darling, the queen-regent of our affections, 13 
g0 15. a 

Hence is inferred : 

1..The deplorable eftate of fallen man, 16. 

2. The great difficulty of the duty of mor- 
tification, 16, 17. 

3. The mean and fordid employment of eve- 
ry finner, 18. | 


II. What is imported by the crucifixion of the. 


flefh: Under which is fhewn; 

1. What is the reafon of the ufe of it in 
this place: It is ufed by way of allufion to 
Chrift, of whofe behaviour and fufferings every 


_ Chriftian is to be a living copy and reprefentati-. 


On, 19 #0 21. 3 

2.. The full force and fignificancy of the ex- 
preffion: It imports four things: (1.) The death 
of fin: (2.) It’s violent death: (3.) It’s pain- 
ful, bitter, and vexatious death: (4.) It’s fhame- 
ful and curfed death, 22 #0 29. 7 


III. Some 
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III. Some means prefcribed for the enabling 
us to the performance of this duty: viz, 

1. A conftant and pertinacious denying our 
affeGtions and lufts in all their cravings for {a- 
tisfaction, 30, 31. -_ | | 

2. The encountring them by actions of the 
Oppofite virtues, 31. | 

IV. What may be drawn; by way of confe- 
quence and deduction, from what has been delj- 
~ vered: And, ee ; 

1. Wé collect the high concernment, and ab- 
folute heceffity, of every man’s crucifying his 
carnal, worldly affections, becaufe, without it, 
he cannot be a Chriftian, 32. ee 

2. We gather a ftanding and infallible criteri- 
on, to diftinguifh thofe that are not Chrift’s from 
thofe that are, 33. + 

An objection, that ‘it is ah hard and difcourag- 
** ing affertion, that none fhould be reputedChrift’s, 
“<< unlefs he has fully crucified and deftroyed his 
“ fin,” anfwered by explaining the do@rine to 
mean, an adive refolution againft fin, 345 35. 


SERMON It, 
Preached January 3oth. 


- Hasakkuk. ii. 12. Wo to bim that buildetb a 
town with blood. ; 
. A fhort account being given of this whole 
prophecy, which foretels the great event of the . 
Babylonifh captivity; 37 to 40. the words of 
the text are profecuted in five particulars. 

I. The ground and caufe of this wo or curfe; 
Which was the juftly abhorred fin of blood-guil- 
tinefs, 40 to 43. A II. The 
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II. The condition of the perfon agamft whorii 
this curfe is denownesd : he was fuch an one as had 
actually eftablifhed a government, and built a city 
with blood, 43 to 46. 

III. The latitude and extent of this wo or 
curfe; which includes the miferies of both worlds, 
prefent and future‘ and, to go no farther than 
the Senn: is made up of the following Ingre- 


A general hatred and deteftation; faftened 
upon fuch irien’s perfons, 46 ¢0 49. 

. The torment of contianal iealouly and fufpi- 
on 49, 50. 

3. The fhortnefs a ¢ertain diffolution of the 

perp that he endeavours fo to eftablifh; 

0 fo 
: 4. The fad and difmal end that ufually attends 
fach perforis, 52 to 54. 

IV. The reafons, Shy a curfe or wo is {0 
peculiarly denounced againft this fins Among 
many, thefe ate produced : 

1. ‘Becaufe the fin of blood- fhed makes the 
moft direét breach u rae human fociety, of which 
the providence of God owns the peeuliar care 
and protection, 54 #0 56. - 

2. For the malignity of thofe fins, that almoft 
always go in-conjunétion with it ; particularly the 
fins of fraud, deceitfulnefs and hypoctify, 575 58. 

V. An application of all to this prefent-eccafi- 
on, 58. by fhewing how clofe and home the {ubs 
ject matter of the text comes to the bufinefs of 


this annual folemnity. 


1. In the charge of unjuft effufion of ‘blood, 
confidered, 1. as public; and aéted by, and upon 
a community, a8 in war, 60, 61 or 2. ‘perfonal, 
in the afiaffination of any peace man eh 62 

. In 
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2, In the end or defign, for which it was fhed; 

namely, the erecting and fetting up of a govern- 
ment, 62, 63. 
_ 3. In the wo or cutfe denounced, which 
fhewn to have befel thefe bloody builders, :. In 
the fhortnefs of the government fo fet up. 2. In 
the general hatred that followed their perfons. 


SERMON HE 


_ 1 Joun iii. 8. latter part. Fer shes parpefe the Son 
cf God was manifefted,shat be might defiroy the works 
of the devil. 

This divine Apoftle endeavours to give the 
world 2 night information about this fo great 
and concerning affair im this chapter, and perticue 
larly in thefe words ; wherein we have 

I. An account of Chrift’s coming into thé 
world, in this expreffion ; the Son of God was ma- 
nifefied. Whieh term, though it principally re- 
lates to the actual coming of Chrift into the world, 
yet ts of a larger camprehenfion, and leads to 
an enumeration and confideration ef paflages be- 
fore and after his nativity, 68 to 72. 

__ IE. The end.and defign of his comiag, which 
was to defiroy the works of the devil; Ina the pros 
fecution of which is fhewn 

t. What were thefe works of the devil, thatthe 
Son of Ged deftroyed, 72. and'thefe works are re- 
daved to three. 1. Delufion his firft art of: ruinmg 
mankind; which is difplayed, by a furvey of the 
world lying under Gentilifm, in their principles 
of fpeeulation and praétice, 73 #0 78. adly, Sin. 
As the devil decetved men only to make them 
finful, forne account is given of his fuccefs peels 

A 2 7 


¥3 . The thief heads of the 
“8 to 83. 3dly, Death: the infeparable conco- 
mutant of the former, 83, 84. - 

2. The ways and means by which he deftroys 
them. Nowas the works of the devil were three, 
fo Chrift encounters them by thofe three diftinét of- 
fices belonging to him as mediator. 1ft, Asa pro- 
phet, he deftroys and removes that delufion, that 
had poffeffed the world, by thofe divine and fav- 
ing difcoveries of truth, exhibited in the do¢trine 
and religion promulged by him, 84 #0 86. 2dly, 
As a prophet, he deftroyed fin, by that fatisfacti - 

on that he paid down for it, and by that fupply of 
grace that he purchafed, for the conquering and 
rooting it out of the hearts of believers, 86, 87, 
3dly, Asa king he deftroys death by his power: 
for it is he that bas the keys of life and death, 
opening where none fouts, and foutting where none 
opens, 87, 88. 


SERMON ly. 


MatTTHeEw. it. 3. And when Herod the King 
heard thefe Things, be was troubled, and all Feru- 
falom with bim. 7 

' It having been the method of divine provi- 
dence, to point out extraordinary events and paf- 
fages, with fome peculiar characters of remark ; 
fuch as may alarm the minds, and engage the 
eyes of the world, ina more exact obfervance of, 
and attention to the hand of God in fuch great 


-changes; no event wasever ufhered in with fuch . 
fhiotable prodigies and circumftances, as the nativi- 


ty of our blefied Saviour, 89 ¢o 91. Some of them 
the apoftle recounts in this chapter; which may 
be reduced to thefe two heads. 

I. The 


& 
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I. The folemn addrefs and homage made to 
him by the wife men of the eaft, Under which 
paffage thefe particulars are confidered. 

1. Who and what thefe wife men were, QI 
to 96. 7 . 
2. The place from whence they came, 96 fo 98. 

3. About what time they came to Jerufalem, 
98 to 101. | 

4. What that ftar was, that appeared to them, 
101, 1022 © ; 

5. How they could colleé& our Saviour’s birth 
by that ftar, 102 to 105. | 

II. Herod’s behaviour thereupon, 105. Herod 
is difcourfed of | 

1. In refpect of his condition and temper, in 
reference to his government of Judza; which are 
marked out by three things recorded of him, 
both in facred and profane ftory. 1ft. His ufur- 
pation, 106, 107. 2d, His cruelty, 107, 108. 
3d. His magnificence, 108 ¢o 11a. 

2. In refpec& of his behaviour and deportment, 
upon this particular accafion, which fhews itfelf, 
1, In that trouble and anxiety of mind, that he 
conceived upon this news, 110. 2. In that 
wretched courfe he took, to fecure himfelf againtt 
his 4 ee competitor, 111, 112. 

3. In refpect of the influence this his behaviour 
had upon thofe under his government. i 
The.queftion, why Chrift, being born the right 
and lawful King of the Jews, yet gave way to this 
bloody ufurper, and did not affume the govern- 
ment to himfelf, anfwered, . | 

1. Becaufe his affuming it would have croffed 
the very defign of that religion, that he was then 
about ta eftablifh ; which was, to unite both Jew 
and Gentile into one church or body. ‘ 
a : A3 | 2, Chrift 
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2. Chrift voluntarily waved the Jewifh crown, 
that the might hereby declare to the ‘world the na- 
ture of his proper kingdem; which was, to be 
wholly without the grandeur of human fovereign- 
ty, and the fplendor of earthly courts, 114, 116. 


SERMON VV, VI. 

MaTTHew. x. 37. He that loves Father or 

Mother better than me, is net worthy of me. 

Our Saviour here prefents himfelfand the world 
together, as competitors for our beft affections, 
challenging a tranfcendent affection on our parts, 
Decaufe of a tranfcendent worthinefs on his, 117. 

By father and mother are to be underftood what- 
foever enjoyments are dear unto us, 118. and 
from the next expreflion, he is not worthy of me, 
the doctrine of mérit muft not ‘be afferted: be- | 
caufe there is a twofold worthinefs, +. Accord- 
ang to the real inherent value of the thing ; and 
fo no man by his choiceft endeavours can be faid 
to be worthy of Chrift. 2. When a thing ts wor- 
thy, not for any value in itfelf, but becaufe God 
freely accepts itas fuch, 119,120. 

This being premifed, the fenfe of the words 
profecuted in dhree particulars. oe 

I. In fhewing what is included and comprehend- 
ed in that love to Chrift here mentioned. 

It may include five things. 1. An efteem and 
valuation of Chrift above all worldly enjoyments 
whatfoever, 121, 122, 2. A chufing him be- 
fore all other enjoyments, 123, 124. 3. Ser- 
vice and obedience to him, 125 to 128. 4. Ad- 
ing.for him in oppofition to all other things, 128, 
40131. 5. It imports ‘a full es in 

, : ae 
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him alone, even in the abfence and want of all 
other felicities, 131 to 136. 

II. In thewing the reafons and motives, that 
may induce us to this love. 

1. He is the beft able to reward our love, 137 
fo 141. | 

2. He has fhewn the greateft love to us, 142. 
and obliged us with two of the higheft inftances 
of it. 1. He died for us, 143 #0 145. 2. He 
died for us while we were enemies, and in the 
phrafe of fcripture, enmity itfelf againft him. 
145 46 147. | 

III. In fhewing the figns and charaéters, where. 
by we may difcern this love. : 

1. A frequent and indeed a continual thinking 
of him, 147 to 149. 

2. A willingnefs to leave the world, whenfoe- 
ver God fhall think fit by death, to fummon us 
to a nearer converfe with Chrift, 149, 150. 

3. A zeal for his honor, and an impatience to 
hear or fee any indignity offered him, 151. 


SERMON Vliland VII. 

EpuHesians iit. 12. Jn whom we bave bold- 
nels and accefs with confidence by the faith of bim. 

Prayer is to be. exercifed with the greateft 
caution and exactnefs, being the moft folemn in- 
tercourfe earth can. have with heaven. The dis 
ftance between God and us, . fo great by nature 
and yet greater by fin, makes it fearful to addrefs 
him: bute Chrift has fmoothed a way ; and we are 


commanded to come with a good heart, not only 
in refpeét of innocence, but alfo of confidence, 


§ 15h. 
54 155 aa The 


xii The chief heads of the | 
The words profecuted in the difcuffion of four 
things. 
1. That there-is a certain boldnefs and confi- 
dence, very well becoming of our humbleft addref- 
fes to God, 155. 
This is evident ; for it is the very language of 
prayer to treat God with the appellation of father. 
The nature of this confidence is not fo eafily fet 
forth by pofitive defcription, as by the oppofition 
that it bears to it’s extremes; which are of two 
forts. a , | | 
1, In defeét—This confidence is herein oppof- 
ed, 1. Todefperation and horror of confcience, 
156 to 158. 2. Todoubtings and groundlefs fcru- 
pulofities, 158 te 160. Some of thefe ftated and 
anfwered, 160 fo 162. . 
2. In excefe—Herein confidence is oppofed, 
1. To rafhnefs and precipitation, 162 ¢o 166. 
2. To impudence or irreverence, which may fhew 
itfelf many ways in prayer, but more efpecially, 
1. By ufing of faucy familiar expreffions to God, 
166 4o 169. or 2. In venting crude, fudden, ex- 
temporary conceptions before God, 169 #0 172. 
II. Is fhewn, that the faundation of this con- 
fidence is laid in the mediation of Chrift, 172. 
which is yet more evidently fet forth, 
HII. In fhewing the reafon, why Chrift’s medi- 

ation ought to minifter fuch confidence to us: 
which is, the incomparable fitnefs of Chrift for 
the performance of that work 3 and this appears 
by confidering him, 175. 

1, In refpe& of God, with whom he is to me- 
diate. God in this bufinefs fuftains a double capa- 
city, (1-) Of a father ; and there cannot be a more 
promifing ground of fuccefs in all Chrift’s pleas for 
us, 175 0 577. (2.) Of a judge: now Chrift 

- | . | appears 


Ol ee ee 


SERMONS zn Vor. XI. xill 


appears for us, not only as an advocate, but as 
a furety, paying down to God on our behalf the 
very utmoft that his juftice can expect, 178. and 
befides God himfelf appointed him to this work, 
479. 

i In reference to men, for whom he medi- 
ates. He bearsa fourfold relation to them. rf. 
Of a friend, 180. 2. Of a brother, 181, 182. 
3. Of a fyrety, 183. 4. Of a lord or mafter, 
184 to 186. i 

3. In refpect of himfelf, who performs the of- 
fice. 1. He is perfedétly acquainted with all our 
wants and neceffities, 187 fo 189. 2. He is 
heartily fenfible of, and concerned about them, 
189, 190. 3. He is beft able to exprefs and fet 
them before the father, 191 #0 193. 

IV. Whether there is. any other age that 
may rationally embolden us, in thefe our addref- 
fes to him, 194. 

If there is, it muft be either 1. Something with- - 
in: as the merit of our good actions. But this 
cannot be, 1. Becaufe none can merit, but by do- 
ing fomething, abfolutely by his own-Power, for 
the advantage of him from whom. he merits, 
195. 2. Becaufe to merit is ‘to do fomething 
over and above what is due, It muft then be, . 

2. Something without us: and this muft be 
the help and interceffion either 1. of angels, or 
2. of faints, 197. | 

Angels cannot mediate for us, and prefent our 

rayers. 1. Becaufe it ts impoffible for them to 
aoe and perfectly difcern the thoughts, 197. 
2. Becaufe no angel can knowat once all the pray- 
ers, that are even uttered in words throughout 
the world, 198." _ — 


The 
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- The arguments fome bring for the knowledge 
pf angels, partly upon fcripture, 198 #0 203, and 
partly upon reafon, examined and anf{wered, 
203 10 205. 2 3 os 

The foregoing arguments againft angels pro- 
geed more forcibly againft the interceffion of faints: 
to which there may be added over and above, 
1. That God fometimes takes his faints ont of the 


world, that they may not know and fee what: 


happens in the world, 206. 2. We have an ex- 
prefs declaration of their ignorance of the flate of 
things below in L/giab Ixitt. 16. | 
The Romifh arguments, from feripture Luke 
xxi. and from reafon, ftated and anfwered, 208 
to 211. | | 
The inyorcation of faints fuppofed to arife, 
y. From the folemn meetings, ufed by the pri- 
mitive Chriftians, at the faints fepulchres, and 
there celebrating the memory of their martyrdom, 
212. 2. From thofe feeds of the Platonick phi- 
Jofophy, that fo much leavened many of the pri- 
mitive Chriftiang, 3. From the people’s being bred 
in idolatry, 313. But the primitive fathers held 
paduch thing; and the council of Trent, that 
pretended to determine the cafe, put the world 
off with an ambiguity, 214, 
_ Conclufion, that Chrift is the only true way ; 
the way that hes light to direét, and life to ree 
ward them that walk in it; and. cgnfequently 


there is we coming to the Father, but by bim, 218. | 


- SERMONS X,XI, XII. 


Genesis. vi. 3. gd the Lord faid, my Spirit 
Soall not always firive with man, a 
| woe, 


oe eee ae ~ ee | Se Se 


SERMONS tn Vou. XI. xv 
- God, in the fir& chapter, looks over al] creat- 
ed beings, and pronounces them to be good : in this 
chapter, he furveys the fons of men before the 
food, aad delivers his judgment, that they were 
exceeding wicked, nay totally corrupt and deprav- 
ed, But amidift thofe abeundings of wickedaels, 
God left not himfelf without a witnefs in their 
hearts: they had naany checks and calls from the 
holy Spisit, which by their refolution to perfift in 
fin, they did at length totally extinguith. God 
withdraws his Spirit, and the ftrivings of it; and 
profently the flood breaks in upoa them, to their 
utter perdition, 219 40 221. 

The words afford feveral obfervations ; as firft, 
from the method God taok m this judgment, 
firft withdrawing his Spirit, aad then introducing 
the fleed, we may obferve, | 

a. D. That God’s taking away his Spirit from 
any foul, is the certain forerunner of the ruin of 
that foul. | 

z. From that expreffion of the Spiri’s ftriving 
with man, we may oblerve, 

2. D. That there is m the heart of man, a 
natural enmity and oppofition to the notions of 
God’s holy Spirit, 221. 

3. Erom the fame expreffion we may ob- 


ferye, | 

3-D. That the Spirit, in ut’s dealings with the 
heart, is very cermelt and vehement. 

From the defaitive featence Ged bere paffes, 
we may obferve, | 
- 4D. Thet there is 9 fet tme, after which the 
convincing operations of God's Spisit upon the 
heart.of men, sa order to his converfion, being 


~ “a: 


refitted, will ceale aad for ever leave him, 222. 
| a | This 


xvi The chief beads of the — 

This laft doétrine, feeming to take in the chief 
{cope of the Spirit in thefe words, is here profe- 
cuted in four things. | 

I. In endeavouring to prove and demonftrate 
the truth of this affertion from fcripture, 222. 

That it is the way of God's dealings, ftill-to 

withdraw his Spirit, after fome notorious refiftance, 

inftanced from feveral fcriptures. 1. From Pfalm 
- xcy. 10. 2. From Hed. iv. 7. 3. From Luke 
xix. 42. And from Gen. xv. 16. 222 to 226. 


Here note, that bya fet time, is not to be un- | 


derftood a general fet time, which 1s the fame in 
every man; buta fet and ftinted time in refpec 
of every particular man's life,in which there is fome 
limited period, wherein the workings of the Spirit 
will for ever ftop, 227, 228. 

II. In fhewing how many ways the Spirit may 
be refifted ; that is, in every way which the Spi- 
rit takes to command and perfuade the foul to the 
performance of duty, and the avoidance of fin, 
229. As / 

1, Externally, by the letter of the word, ei- 
ther written or preached, it-may be refifted. 1. 
By a negligent hearing and a carelefs attendance. 
upon it, 231 #0 233. By acting in aclear and 
open contrariety to it, 233, 234. - And this laft 
kind of refifting is great and open rebellion. 1. Be- 
caufe action is the very perfection and confumma- 
tion of fin. 2. Becaufe fin in the aétions argues 
an overflowing and a redundancy of fin in the 
heart, 235. | : : 

2. By it’s immediate internal workings upon the 
foul. And here the Spirit may be refifted, : 

4. In it’s illumination of the underftanding ; 
that is, it’s infufing a certain light into the mind,. 
in fome meafure enabling it to difcern and Judge 
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.ef the things of God, 237. Now this light is 
threefold. 1. That univerfal light ufually term- 
ed, the light of nature, 237 fo 239. 2. Ano 
tional light of feripture: or a bare knowledge of, 
and affent to {cripture truths, 239, 240. 3: A 
fpecial convincing light, which is an higher de- 
gree, yet may be refifted and totally extinguifhed, 
240 10 242. 

2. In it’s conviction of the will; 243. Now 
the convincing works of the Spirit upon the will, 
in all which it may be oppofed, are 1. A beget- 
ing in it fome good ey ee wifhes and inclinati- 
ens, 244 40246, 2. An enabling it to perform 
fome imperfe& obedience, 246 to 248. 3. An 
enabling it to forfake fome fins, 248 to 250. 

IIT. in fhewing the reafons, why upon fuch 
refiftance, the Spirit finally withdraws. 

2. Becaufe it is moft agreeable to the great in- 
tent and defign of the gofpel, 1. In converting 
and faving the ele; 254, 255. 2. In rendring 
reprobates inexcufable, 255, 260. 

3. Becaufe it highly tends to the vindication of 

God’s honor: 1. as it is a punifhment to the fin- 
ner, 260 to 262. 2. Asa vindication of his at- 
_ tributes, 1. Of wifdom, 263. 2. Of mercy, in 
fhewing it is no ways inferior, much lefs contrary, 
to his holinefs, 264, and not repugnant to his 
juftice, 265, 256. 

4. Becaufe it naturally raifes in the hearts of 
men, an efteem and valuation of the Spirit’s work- 
ings: 1. An efteem of fear, 267. 2. An efteem 
of love, 268. : 3 i 

IV. In an application. We are exhorted zot to 
quench the Spirit, but to cherith all his fuggeftions 
and inftructions ; 269, 270. Becaufe our refifting 
the Spirit will, 

ift, Cer- 


Xviii The chief heads of the 
rft, Certainly bereave us of his comforts; 241; 
which are, 1. Giving a man to underftand his in- 
tereft in Chrift, and confequently in the love of 
God, 172. 2. Difcovering to him that grace 
that is within him, 273. 
2d. It wilt bring 4 man under hardnefs of heart; 
and a reprobate fenfe, by way 1. Of natural caufa- 
tion. 2. Of a judicial curfe from God, 274, 278. 
3d. It puts a man in the very next difpofition 
to the great and onable fin againft the ho- 
ly Ghok : and the foregoing adts, being like fo 
many degrees and fteps leading to this dreadful 


fin, which is only a greater kind of refiftance of 


the Spirit, 277, 278. 
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Matriew v. 20. For I fay unto you, that 
unie/s your righteoufue/s exceed the righteoufnefs of 
the Scribes and Pharifees, ye foall in no cafe enter 
inte the kingdom of beaven. 

Our blefled Saviour here fhews, firft; that eter- 
nal falvation cannot be attained, by the righteouf- 
nefs of the Scribes and Pharifees; Secondly, that 
# may be obtained by fuch a one as does excee 
it, 178. a | . 

For underftanding the words it is explained, 

I. That thefe Scribes and Pharifees amongft 
the Jews were fuch, as owned themfelves the 
firiéteft livers, and beétteachers in the world, 280. 

Il. That righteoufnefs here has a twofold ac« 
ception. 1. Righteoufnels of doftrine. 2. Righ- 
teoufnefs in point of practice, 280, 281. 


Hl. That 


meee ee 


‘StrMons in Vox. XI. xix 
{1I. That the kingdom of beaven has three fe- 
veral fignifications in feripture. 1. It 1 taken 
for the Chriftian ceconomy, oppofed to the 
Jewifh and Mofaicy 2. For the kingdom of 
grace; 3- For the kingdom of glory, 281, 282. 
Thele things premifed, the entire fenfe of the 
words lies in three propofitions. | 
1. That a righteoutnefs is abfolutely necefary 
to the attainment of falvation.. 
2. That every degree of righteoufnefs is not 
fufficient, to entitle the foul to eternal happineds.. 
3. That the righteoufnefs that faves muft far 
furpafs thé greateft righteoufnefs, of the moft 
tefined hypocrite in the world, 283. 
This propofition, virtually containing both the 


former, isthe fubjeét of the difcourfe, and pro- 


fecuted in three things. 

I. Shewing the defe&s of the hypocrites (here 
expreffed, by the Seribes and Pharifees) 284. 

As 1, That it-sonffted chiefig in the external 
actions of duty, 28440286. . Theat it was but 
partial and imperfe&, not extending itfelf equally 
to all God’s commands, 287 fo 292. 3. That 
it is legal, that is, fuch a one. as expects to win 
heaven upon the ftrength of itfelf, and it’s own 
worth, 29240296. si 

II. Shewing the perfections and qualities, by 
which the righteoufnefs that faves, tranfcends 
that of the hypocrites. 

Among many, four are infifted upon. 1. That 
it is intirely the fame, whether the eye of man fee 
it or not, 296 to 300. 2., That it ts an active 
watching againft, and oppofing every, even the 
leaft fin, 300 to 304. 3. That it is fuch an one, 
as always. afpires and prefles forward, to ftill an . 
higher and an higher perfe&tion, 304 40 307. 

4. The 


xx The chief beads of the Sc. 
4- The fourth and certainly diftinguifhing proper- 
ty of it’s humility, 307 ¢0 309. | 
_ IIT. Shewing the neceffity of fuch a righteéouf- 
hefs in order to a man’s falvation. Which arifes, 
1. From the holinefs of God, 310, 311. 
2. From the work and employment of a glorifi- 
ed perfon in heaven: and no perfon, whom the 
race of God has not thoroughly renewed and 
FnGtified, can be fit for fuch a tafk ; for it is righ- 
teoufnefs alone,. that muft both bring men to 
heaven, and make heaven itfelf a place of happi- 
nefs tothofe that are brought thither, g11 to 313. 
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GALATIANS Vv. 24. 


And they that are Chriff’s have cruci- 
fied the flefh with the affettionsiand 


lufts. 


to have fome diftinguifhing badges and 
characteriftick names, by which they both 
exprefs and diftinguifh their profeTion. But 
Chrift, that came into the world, not to imi- 
tate, but to correct and tranfcend both that of 
the Jews and of the Philofophers, fequefters his 
doftrine from the empty formality of names, 
reducing it to it’s inward vigour and {pirituality. 
So that even inrefpect of the moft folemn appel- 
lation, we find, that Chriftianity was fome time 
in the world before the name of Chriftian; 
perhaps to convince the world, that religion is’ 
not a bare name, and that men might be 
Chriftians before they were called fo; as daily 
experience demonftrates that they are often 

called fo before they are. 
_ And indeed the name of Chriftian, without 
the nature, leaves no more impreffion upon the - 
foul, than the baptifmal water, that conveys it, 
does upon the face. Wherefore Chrift gives 
5 *  &B another- 


[: is common to all fe@ts and inftitutions 
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another-guefs badge and mark of Chriftianity; 
fuch an one as conftitutes the very effence of 
it; for ftill it is the fame thing that gives both 
nature and difference to beings. Now this 
difcriminating mark is in fhort comprifed in 
the crucifixion of the flefh and the lufts 
thereof. 

For the explication of which words, I fhall 
fhew, _ _ 

I. What is meant by de:ng Chrift’s.: 

IJ. What by the fe/ with the affections and 
lufts. 

i For the firft of thefe. Fo be Chriff’s is 
to accept of, and have an intereft in Chrift, 
as he is offered and propofed in the gofpel. 
Now Chrift is offered. and held forth to. every 
particular perfon that expects to be faved by. 
him under three offices. 1. His prophetical, 
2. His kingly, and 3. His facerdotal. In which 
account I give you not only the number of his 
offices, but alfo their order, as they ftand re- 
lated to us. And this order and economy of 
them is founded upon the very nature of the 
thing, and the natural order of religious acti-. 
ons. For in the procedure of nature there 
mutt be, 1. The knowledge of a duty. 2. The. 
performance of it. 3. The reward. Core 
refpondent to thefe is the ceconomy of Chrift’s 
offices. For, 1. By Chrift’s prophetick office, . 
revealing his mind to us, we come to knaw 
his will. 2. Then by his kingly office, ruling 
and governing us, we come to yield obedience | 
tothat will. 3. Andthirdly, by his facerdotal . 

or 
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of prieftly office, we come to receive the fruit 
of that obedience in our juftification and falva- 
tion, For we muft not think that our obedi- 
ence- is rewarded with eternal life, for it’s 
own merit, but it is the merit of Chrift’s fa- 
crifice that procures this reward to our obe« 
dience. 

- Some indeed prepoftcroufly mifplace thefe, 
and make us partake of the benefit of Chrift’s 
prieftly office in the forgivenefs of our fins, 
and our reconcilement to God, before we are 
brought under the fcepter of his kingly office 
by our obedience. But fuch muft know, that 
our intereft inChrift as a Lord and King to rule 
us, does precede, if’ not alfo caufe, our intereft 
in him as‘a prieft to fave us. For the gofpel 
perverts not the order of nature; the work 
muft {till go before the reward. And thofé 
fhall never fhare in the benefit of Chrift’s facri« 
— fice, who have not fubmitted to the rule of his 
{cepter. | 
Now, therefore, to fum this up into a firm 
conclufion, he, and he alone, is properly faid 
to be Chrift’s, who upon a found knowledge 
of, and a fincere obedience to, Chrift’s will, 
ftands juftified and reconciled to God by the 
merit of his death and fufferings: and thus he 
is perfectly Chrift’s, who has an intereft in 
him confidered under every one of his offices, 
This. may ferve to overthrow the wild and ir- 
rational: juftification of the Antinomians, Li- 
bertines, and lazy Solifidians, who upon this 
' ground only judge themfelves to be Chrift’s, 
B 2 becaufe 
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becaufe they believe they are. A way of jufti- 
fication, for it’s eafinefs, rather to be wifhed 
true, than to be thought fo. But eafy things 
in religion are always fufpicious, if not falfe; 
and fuch will find, that their belief is not the 
' tule of God’s proceeding. | _ 

II. In the next place we are to fee what is 
meant by the /&/b and the affections and /ufts. 
By the firft I fuppofe I need not tell you that 
' it cannot be underftood of the corporeal bulk 
of man, which together with the foul makes. 
up the whole compound ; but it is rather a 
metonymy of the part for the whole, or perhaps 
more properly of the /ubjec# for the adjuné, the 
flefh for the fin adherent to the flefh, as fhall 
be made out by and by. In the mean time 
by flefh we are to underftand the whole en- 
tire body of fin and corruption, that inbred 
pronenefs in our nature to all evil, in one word 
exprefled by concupifcence, ufually called by 
_ the fchoolmen fomes, that fuel or combuftible 
matter in the foul, that is apt to be fired by 
every temptation ; the womb that conceives 
and brings forth all actual impurities, ftiled in 
_ the next words, affections and /ufils. By which © 
We are not to underftand only the brutith affecti- 
ons of carnal fenfuality ; but indifferently all 
the actual eruptions of that accurfed principle ; 
all the ftreams that iffué from that impure 
fountain; for as by the flefh is denoted the ori- 
ginal depraved difpofition of the heart; fo by 


the other is fignified the drawing forth of that 


_ propenfity or principle into the feveral com- 
7 miffions 
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miffions of fin through the courfe of our lives; 
flefh is the fuel, and luft the flame. 

Having thus given the explication of the 
words, and fhewn what is to be underf{tcod 
by being Chrift’s, and what by the f/h and 
it’s affections, | 

We fhall lay the further profecution of the 
text in thefe two things. : 


I. To thew why this vitiofity, and corrupt 
habit of nature, comes to have this denomina- 
tion of fe/h. 

II. What is imported by the cruci/yng of it. 


For the firft of thefe. The whole de- 
pravation of our nature comes to be called 
feefh for thefe reafons: 

1. Becaufe of it’s fituation and place, which 
is principally in the flefh. Here it is placed, 
here it is enthroned. Concupifcence, I thew, 
was the radix of all fin, and all the feveral kinds 
of fin, to which men are feverally inclined, 
are only fo many modifications or different 
poftures of concupifcence; and concupiicence 
itfelf follows the crafis and temperature of the 
body ; as we know the liquor for the prefent 
receives the figure of the veffel into which it 
is infufed, If you would know why one man 
is proud, another cruel, another intemperate, 
or luxurious, you are not to repair fo much to 
Ariftotle’s ethicks, or the writings of other 
moralifts, as to thofe of Galen, or of fome ana- 
tomifts, to find the reafon of thefe different 
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tempers; for doubtlefs they ari from the 
different quality of the blood and the motion 
of the {pirits in thofe feveral perfons; which 
things themfelves depend upon the clignate, 
diet, and air in which men are bom and 
bred. Hence we fee, that thofe of the 
fame climate are ufually difpofed to the fame 
fin. Whereupon fome have prefumed to fet 
down the ftanding characters of feveral nations; 
as that the Grecians are falfe; the Spaniards 
formal, grave, and proud; the French wordy, 
fickle, and fantaftick ; the Italians luftful, and 
the Englifh mutinous.and infolent to governors, 
And thefe characters, if true, feem to agree ta 
thefe feveral nations, not only for one age, ‘but 
fucceffively in all generations: As waters of 4 
fiver running in the fame channel always retain 
the fame colour, tafte, and breed the fame 
forts of fifth. And it is not to be queftioned, 
but that it was the fame humour that raifed the 
Barons wars, and fince aCted higher in the late 
rebellion. Ido not believe a tranfnigration of 
fouls, but furely there is fomething to be ob- 
ferved, that locks very like a tranfmigration of 
tempers arid manners; fo conftaritly does po- 
fterity fucceed into the humours, appetites and 
ways of their progenitors. : 

But let not any one gather from what has 
been faid, that I place fin in the body only, - 
not in the foul alfo: For in the body I place 
only the firft feeds and occafions of jt, which 
immediately, upon the fociation ef the foul 
with the body, communicates and transfufes 

the 
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the contagion to that likewife; as we fee in 
ftills and alembicks, though the fire put under, 
‘and the materials put within them, lye in the 
lower part, yet they fend up a fteam and ex- 
halation, which fettles into drops in the upper 
‘part ; fo all the perturbations of bodily affecti- 
ons, though they are feated in the body, which 
is the lower San yet they continually exhale 
and breathe forth finful vapours, that leave a 
guilt and an impurity upon the foul; yea even 
‘upon the top and commanding faculties, the 
underitanding and the will: though to purfue 
that fimilitude a little further, as that which 
rifes from the bottom of the ftill is but a vapour, 
and becomes not a drop till it fettles upon the 
‘upper part of it; fo ‘that which comes from 
the body is but a bare difturbance, and comes 
not to the proper form and nature of a fin, till 
confented to, and owned by the foul. From 
what has been laid down, Ariftotle obferves, 
that intemperance and luxury about things that 
affect the body and grofler ‘fenfes leaves a kind 
of ftupidity and fottifhnefs upon the mind alfo ; 
as the uppermotft part of the chimney is blacked 
by the fire that burns below. | | 
How the body fhould affe&t the foul, that 
which ts material work upon that which is im- 
matertal, is, I confefs, a problem hardly refolved 
in philofophy ; but experience fhews the truth _ 
of the thing, by it’s apparent and undeniable 
effects: and reafon itfelf will not prove that we 
ought to reject the thing, becaufe we are igno- 
fant of the manner, ‘unlefs reafon would prove 
| Ba alfo, 
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alfo, that we might know every thing. But 
where philofophy feems to contradict a divine 
truth, there it is to be reputed vain, and we are 
to fetch the decifion of the cafe from faith. 
_ . Divines, in the matter of original fin, which 
upon good grounds we believe, though I fup- 
pofe few can explain the way of it’s propagation ; 
they (I fay) acknowledge, that the foul, which 
is by immediate creation infufed by God into 
the body, comes pure, unfpotted, and untainted 
with the leaft fin; but upon the union and con- 
junction of it with the body, it contracts a pol- 
Jution, and fo the whole man becomes pre- 
fently finful; as the pureft water iffuing Seas 
the fountain, when it flides into a dirty and a 
muddy kennel, it immediately lofes it’s clear- 
nefs and virginity, and becomes as filthy as the 
lace in which it runs. This difcovers, that it 
is the body that firft fullies and befmears the 
foul ; here is the malum propter vicinum malum, 
this 1s the unhappy neighbourhood; for no 
fooner are they joined, no fooner is the body 
and the foul made brothers, but they are 
brethren in iniquity. 

Conformable to what has been faid, is the 
verdict of the holy fcripture, Hear the excla- 
mation of St. Paul, Rom, vii. 24. O wretched 
man that Iam! who fhall deliver me from this 
body of death ? It.was his body that wound- 
ed, that as it were ftifled his foul: hence it cries 
out, as one finking in a bog or quagmire for 
immediate deliverance. This fociable evil, this 
treacherous companion, is the enticer and be= 

| trayer 
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trayer to all fins Hence again Paul lays the 
ftrefs and load of all upon this, in the 18th 
verfe of the fame chapter, In me, that is my fleth, 
(fays he) there dwelleth no good thing. He car- 
ried ‘his prifon about him, nay his bane, his 
poifon, had he not had an antidote from grace: 
it was a magazine for the weapons of unrigh- 
teoufnefs, a full, endlefs, inexhauftible ftore- 
houfe of all filth and corruption. 
_ This truth, that fin has it’s firft fituation and 
place in the flefh, and that from hence it bor- 
rows it’s name in common dialect of {cripture, 
is yet further clear from this; that the moft 
mortified and fandctified perfons in the world 
cannot by any means wholly difcharge them- 
felves from the reliques of fin and concupifcence, 
while they are yet in the body; as having 
foaked and infinuated itfelf into the very vital 
conftitution of it: but immediately after they 
die, and the foul comes to be delivered from 
the body, we hold, that the fanctification of 
it is then perfect and confummate ; fo that it 
fins no more, the very being, as well as the 
guilt of fin, is then deftroyed ; the foul is then 
fprightly, pure, and vigorous, like the fpirit or 
quintefcence of a liquor extracted from the 
dregs and the captivity of matter; or like a 
pleafant bird, that is releafed from a nafty cage: 
the foul then finds it’s activity reftored with 
it’s purity, and fo mounts up to heaven, where 
it enjoys it’s Maker, by a bright and a clear 
intuition, and converfes with him for ever: 
And this is an evident demonftration, that the 
, I vitiofity 


x0 SERMON I. 
vitiofity of our nature is firft fituate and fixe 
in the fleth. | Lo 
The Papifts indeed hold, that the {fouls of 
the faints, at leaft of the plebeian and ordinary 
faints, are not immediately, upon the diffolution 
of the body, freed wholly froth the being and 
inherency of fin, but are fent intoa place called 
purgatory, where the fire is to calcine and 
purge off the drofs of fin from the foul, before 
it can be fitted for the fociety of the bleffed. 
But this is a fabulous and a gtofs conceit, and 
were it not gainful, unworthy the patronage of 
any learned Popifh writer. For how can thé 
fire burn the foul? and then how can it burn 
eff fin? Do we think that fin fticks upon the 
foul like ruft upon a piece of iron? But thefe 
things are fo ridiculous and abfurd, that to re- 
peat them is to confute ther. | 
2.-The vitiofity of ‘our nature is called flefh, 
becaufe of it’s clofe infeparable nearnefs to the 
foul. There is an intimate conjunction and 
union between the foul and fin; and the in+ 
timacy of their coherence is the caufe of the 
intimacy of their friendfhip. Sin ts fixed in the 
heart, and therefore it lyes in the bofom. Hence, 
to fhew the individual eftate, and the indiffo- 
luble tie of matrimony, the fpirit takes a fimr 
Jitude from this Matth. xix. 5. and fays, They 
two frall be one flefh. | — 
The foul, while it is ernbodied, ean no rhoré 
be divided from fin, than the body itfelf can bé 
confidered without flefh. The Hearnefs between 
thefe two, our foul end eur eorruption, is fo 
: great, 
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great, that it arifes to a kind of identity: hence 
to deny and conquer re fin 2 in fcripture 
language, to deny ourfelves, implying, that fin 
adheres fo ster ig st 18 a: kind of fecond 
felf. 

I do not ‘fay, that-the fubftance of the foul 
is evil, or that ‘the being and nature of it is fin- 
ful; but that the ftain df fin contracted by it 
clings fo faft to it, that i is {carce to be fetched 
off. Blacknefs is not the fubfance of the ink, 
yet it is infeparable from it. 

See the neartiefs of ‘fin to the foul, by ob» 
ferving ‘the ways and rheans by which God ene 
deavours to part them, and without which they 
caritiot be divided. No lefs than the blood of 
the Son of God to wafh'off the ftain of ‘fin, 
no ‘lefs than the Spirit of God to fubdue the 
power; nothing but an infinite price, joined 
with an infinite power, ‘can work the divifion, 
Hence the effectual fin-conquering force df the 
word is éxprefftd by this dividing quality, 
Heb. iv. 13. 2 a hare and powenful, und 

arper than any two-edved:fword, :nercina even 
a tbe dividing iene of oul and init, of ‘the 
joints and marrow. 1s ‘there any ‘thing more 
clofely united than the joint‘and'the marrow ? 
than the foul and the fpirit? Yes, the foul and 
Jin, erenpon, the word being to difenthral 
the foul from it, muft Have the fame effed 
apon it, that the fword has wpon the body, 
which is, by penetration and dividing the con- 
tinuity of the parts; for ¢very wound ts pro- 
-perly divifion; ap opening or loofening ‘the 
. compact- 
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compactnefs and clofenefs of the thing upon 
which the impreffion is made. Wherefore if 
the great bufinefs of the word 1s to wound and 
divide the foul from fin, it follows, that they 
were once intimately and clofely cemented. to- 
gether; the connexion between thefe two is 
a Gordian knot, that cannot be diffolved but 
by this fpiritual fword. 
_ We mifapply the command of loving our 
neighbour, and mifplace our affectiqn ; for fin 
is our neareft neighbour, and we love that 
moft; it cleaves, it adheres, it fticks to us; 
but it is as the viper did to Paul’s hand. And 
we may fay of it, as Chrift did of Judas, He 
that betrays me is with me: fin is as it were 
engrafted into the foul, and thereby made con- 
natural to it, and confequently asa ftock upon 
which another {cyon is engrafted; the foul 
does not bring forth it’s own natural fruit, but 
the fruit of fin. | ee | 
They are mutually knit and entwined one 
within the other. Hence the power'of re- 
mitting fins is in the gofpel termed, Matt. xvi. 
19. the power of loofng, as the contrary is of 
binding. Sin has bound itfelf as clofe upon. the 
foul as the bonds or fetters that pinion and 
‘hold faft an imprifoned malefactor. 
_ The fame union is yet further evident from 
the ftate of every unfandctified, unregenerate 
perfon in his death: at which great change, 
though he leaves his body, he retains his fin ; 
that ftill keeps clofe to his fide, and follows 
him into another world, A man’s corruption, 
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if dying in his fin, is to him like a bad fervant, 
or an unfaithful foldier; though it lives with 
him, yet it will be fure not to die with him. 
And this may be the fecond reafon of this de- 
nomination. 

3. A third reafon why the vitiofity of our 
nature is called flefh, 1s, becaufe of it’s dear- 
nefs to us. And this founded upon the for- 
mer, for vicinity is one caufe of love. Now 
there is nothing that we profecute with a more 
affectionate tendernefs than our flefh; for, as 
the apoftle fays, Ephef. v. 29. No man ever yet 
hated his own flefh, but nourifheth and cherifhes 
it. How does the foul fympathife with it, 
either in it’s fufferings or it’s comforts! one 
would think that reafon was even {wallowed 
up in fenfe: how does every change of wea- 
ther affect the mind ! how fenfible is it of every 
winter’s blaft, every fummer’s heat, of the 
f{weetnefs of eafe, and the tortures of pain, as 
if, by converfing with the body, it even grew 
corporeal. If any the leaft member is hurt, 
what a general auxiliary, what a concurrent 
help is there from all the reft ! the eye bewails, 
the tongue bemoans, and the hand plaifters 
and foments it; and all this to refcue a bafe 
carcafe from that which will one day certainly 
attach it, death and diffolution. 

But in the mean time the confcience may 
be wounded, the foul bruifed and broke with. 
the fatal blows of fin and temptation, and lye 
even gulping at the brink of eternal death,. 
and yet we feel no pain there, neither feek for. 
| a remedy ; 
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a remedy; it may faint and bleed, and we ne- 
ver afk whether there is any balm in Gilead, 
any fpiritual furgeon to pour oil into our | 
wounds. For fee whether it is not the ufual 
cu{tom of men, not to think of their fouls, till 
their body-is given over; nor to fend for the di- 
vine, till they-are left by the phyfician ; fo dear 
is this flefh to us: for if it were not fo, could 
we think the drunkard would ruin his foul to 
pleafe his palate? would the unclean perfon 
pawn eternity for the gratification: of a bafe ap~ 
petite? | : 

Nay, take a furvey-of all the arts, the trades, 
and the moft prized inventions in the world, 
and: you will fnd ten to four found: out and 
employed either to pleafe or adorn the flefh : 
it: is for this that the artificer labours, and the 
merchant ventures; and we compafs fea and 
land ten times oftner to make: a: gallant, than 
to make.a profelyte. Juftly therefore upon this 
account alfo does the {pirit exprefs our fin by- 
the name of flefh, for this has an equal fhare 
in our: Jove. a 

Sin is our darling, our Dalilah, the queen 
regent of our affections ; it fills all our thoughits, 
enegroffes: our defires, and challenges the fervice- 
of all our actions, Caw there be any greater love 
than the love of'a mother to her child? And: 
we know the {cripture tells us, that fin zs-con- 
ceived and brought forth by the foul, Famesi. 15.. 
Doubt not therefore but it fhall be cherifhed 
and beloved as a child; it is the firft-born of 
the foul, the beginning of it’s ftrength ; but it 
a : 3 
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is fuch a firft-born to it, as Reuben was to Jacob; 
{uch an one as he had for ever caufe to curfe. 

I thall not ftand to fhew the exceflive love 
that the miferable bewitched foul of man bears 
to fin, much lefs fhall I ftand to prove it. Let 
it fuffice us to obferve, from the conftant un- 
ceffant practices of the world, that there is no 
coft, ftudy, travail, and labour, either to pre- 
ferve health, to defend life, or to endear friends, 
which is not with an abundant overplus of 
charge and expence freely and greedily laid out 
upon the fatisfaction of: fin; and that in it’s 
moft tyrannical and unreafonable demands. 
What that man in Micab vi. 7. proffers for the 
expiation, many hundreds would give for the 
prefervation of their fin, thoufands of rams and 
ten thoufands of rivers af oil, yea the fruit of 
his body for the fin of his foul ; fo dear does fin 
ufually coft men in this world, though much 
dearer in another. 

This is their paramour, they court it, they 
go a whoring after it, as the ufual fcripture 
expreffion is; they. will nat, though you fling 
the vengeance of God and the fire of hell in 
their faces, be plucked away, but maugre all 
curfes or promifes, terrors or entreaties, they: 
will even die in the fatal embraces of their dear 
but killing corruption ; and as {ome will rather. 
rot and perifh, and be eat through with a gan- 
grene or an ulcer, than undergo the painful 
cutting and lancing of their fleth, becaute they 
are delicate and tender of it: fo the foul will,. 
through the fame tendernei$ toa cruel luft, a 

| itfe 
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itfelf over-grown, infected, poifoned, and at: — 
length ruined by it, rather than remedy and 
remove it, by the healing feverity of a thorough 
mortification. Let this therefore be the third. 
and laft reafon why the fpirit has here fet forth 
the pravity and corruption of our nature by the 

name of fle/h. , 

Now what has been hitherto difcourfed of 
may, by way of inference, fuggeft thefe 
things to our confideration. 

. 1. The deplorable’ eftate of fallen man; 

_ whofe condition is now fuch, that he carries 

his plague about him, and wears it fomething 

nearer to him than his fhirt ; that he inclofes 

a viper in his bowels, feeds and maintains and 

is a fond of his mortal enemy; and 

what is the greateft mifery of all, has it not in 
his power to be otherwife ; he has a body that 
is not fo much the inftrument, or fervant, as 
the dungeon of his foul: and fin holds him 
by fuch bonds of pleafure fo ftrong, fo fuitable 
to his perverted and difeafed inclinations, that 

_ his ruin is prefented to him as his intereft, and 

nothing gratifies, delights, or wins upon him, 

but that which difhonours his Maker, and cer- 
tainly deftroys himéelf. | 

2. The next thing offered from hence to | 
our thoughts, is, the great difficulty of the duty 
of mortification: this is a greater work than 
men are aware of; it is indeed the killing of 
an enemy, but of fuch an enemy, as a man 
thinks his friend, and loves as his child; and 
how hard it is to put the knife to the throat of 
= | an 
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an Ifaac, is eafily imaginable. What! part with 
that that came into the world with me, and 
has ever fince lived and converfed with me, 
that continually lies down, and rifes up with me, 

that has even incorporated itfelf into my nature, 

feized all my appetites, and poffefied all my 

faculties, fo that it is the center and principle 

of all my pleafures, and that which gives a relith 

and a quicknefs to every object? This is an 

hard faying, and an harder undertaking. He 

muft be a good orator, that fhould perfuade a 

man to ftick daggers and needles in his flefh, 

to ftrip his bones, and in a manner to tear his 

nature over his ears; yet to mortify a fin is 

fomething like it: but alas! it would go near 

to nonplus the moft artificial perfuader, to bring 

a man to part with the covering of his body ; 

but how much more with the veftment of his 

foul. 

Surely there is no love to God lefs than that - 
which will induce a man to lay down his life 
_ for God, that can enforce him to. mortify 
a corruption for him; and this, one would 
think, fhould awaken thofe who {facrifice to 
their own dreams, who fpread themfelves paths 
of rofes to a fool’s paradife, and defign heaven. 
upon thofe terms of eafinefs that the gofped 
knows not of: but it is an attempt that will 
coit many a {mart blow, many a bitter ren- 
counter, and many a paflage through the fiery 
furnace, before the innate filth of our nature 
can be fevered from us. And whatfoever mea- 
fures a man may propofe to’ himéelf, he will 

* Cc find 
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find that to mortify a luft and to be a Chriftian, 
is an harder work than now and then to lift up 
his eyes, to ery Lord, Lord! or to hear an 
abfolution, which perhaps does not at all be- 
long to him. | . : 

3. In the third and laft place, this declares 
to us the mean and fordid employment of every 
finner: he ferves the flefh, that is, he isa 
drudge and a fcavenger to the moft inferior 
part of his nature. It is a low and an unmanly 
thing for any perfon to be laborious and folici~ 
tous, and to {pend much time in drefling and 
adorning his body; it fhews him to be a fop, 
a trifle, and a mere picture; but then how 
‘much more ignoble mutt it be to attend up- 
on his body, in the -difhonourable provifions 
for the lufts and corruptions of it !- | 

If it be a preferment to handle fores and 
ulcers, to converfe with difeafes and all the filth 
of a difternpered body, then may it pafs fora . 
generous employment, to be fedulous in obey- 
ing the dictates of fin and the commands of 
the flefh; but as the fervice of God is perfe& 
freedom ; fo the fervice of the fleth is perfeé, 
entire, complete flavery. 


II. I proceed now to the fecond general 
thing propofed for the handling of the words, 
and that is, to fhew what is imported by the 
crucifixion of the /¥/b; under which I hall 
_ do thefe things : a 

1. I fhall fhew what is the reafon of the 
ufe'of it in this’ place, _ oe 
: 7 2, What 
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 g. What‘is the’ full ‘force, fenfe and figni- 
ficance of it. | 

3. Prefcribe fome means for enabling us to 
the duty fignified by it. | 
4. Make fome ufeful corollaries and de- 
ductions from the whole. 7 
1. For the firft of thefe: this word is here 
-ufed by way of allufion to Chrift, of whofe be- 
haviour and fufferings every Chriftian is to be 
a living copy and reprefentation. . Chrift will 
haye his death an example to excite, as well as 
a facrifice to fave: and there is no paflage in 
hhis life and death but is intended for our in- 
ftrution, as well as our falvation. Upon this 
{core we are bid to put on Chrift, as a garment, 
Rom. xiii. 14. For as in a garment there is an 
appofite fitnefs and commenturation of each 
part of that to every part of the body; fo 
there is nothing in the whole feries of Chrift’s 
_Jife and death, but ought in fome meafure to - 
be anfwered and tranfcribed by every believer ; _ 
as affording to us for every action not only a 
pattern, but a motive. | 
~ We.read of -Chrift’s nativity: here every 
Chriftian is to,turn an hiftory into a precept, 
and read in himfelf the neceffity of a new. birth. 
‘We find the paffion and the crucifixion of 
Chrift for fin: now what can this better fug- 
-geft to us, than the crucifying fin, the caufe . 
of ‘his crucifixion? We read and admire his 
refurrection from the.dead: certainly this might 
infer in usa f{picitual refurrection from the death 
of fin and the grave and {tench of corruption. 
OS C 2 Nay, 


20 SERMON IL 


Nay, if we have that Chriftian dexterity and 
{kill of a proper application of thefe pafiages, 
we {hall find a correfpondent homogeneous qua- 
lity derived from each. We fhall de with 
him, and we fhall rife with him: we fhall — 
find fomething in his crofs, that fhall kill our 
fins ; fomething in his refurreCtion, that fhall 
revive our graces: for if we transfer and place 
it even upon a natural caufe, what is it elfe, 
but for the body to fympathife with the head ? 

The Socinians iedenik place the whole bufi- 
nefs of our redemption upon a bare imitation; 
and the truth is, to fay nomore, (if you will 
admit the expreffion) they do indeed make 
Chrift an example, and that in a much more 
ignominious way than the Jews did.. But 
now though they place the whole redemption 
wrought by Chrift in a bare following and ex- — 
prefling his example, let not us therefore tranf- 
grefs into the other extreme, and totally exclude 
this imitation; for undoubtedly Chrift in all 
his fufferings left us a pattern, as well as paid 
a price. 

There is none that feems to have fo evange~ 
lical and raifed a notion of this, as the apoftle 
Paul in Galat. il. 20. Tam crucified with Chrift, 
neverthele/s I ive. Paul feems to be recovered 

to his fpiritual life, as the youth upon whom 

_ Elithah ftretched himfelf. The prophet. put 

his face to the other’s face, his eyes, his mouth, 

his hands, to the eyes, mouth, and hands of 

the other ; and fo, by an adequate application — 

of his body to each part, he brought _ at 
Le 4 . en 
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Iength to enjoy the fame life with him- 
felf. | 


_ Thus Paul as it were ftretched himfelf upon 
the fame crofs with Chrift, and by exaétly con- 
forming to his fufferings and death, was ad- 
vanced to the fimilitude of his life. Hence it 
is faid, 2 Tim. ii. 12. If we fuffer with bim, 
we fhall aifo reign with bim. And Paul, in that 
excellent difcourfe, Ph:/. iii. 10. vents an hea- 
venly paffionate defire, that he might know the 
power of Chrift’s refurrection and the fellowfhip 
of bis Liferings, being made conformable to 
his death, And thus to endeavour to be like 
Chrift is a laudable, nay, a dutiful ambition ; 
it is our fin to worfhip, but our duty to be his 
picture : for doubtlefs every Chriftian is obliged 
not only to obey, but alfo to reprefent his 
Saviour. | 

Certainly Paul, in Galat. vi. 14. where he 
fays, that be is crucified to the world, and tells 
the believing Romans, in Rom. vi .6. that their 
old man 1s crucified with Chrift, could have ex- 
preffed the fame thing by other words, fufficient- 
ly fignificant, as that he was mortified, and his 
worldly defires extinguifhed, and that their cor- 
ruptions were abated, weakened, and fubdued; 
but he rather fays crucified. The other, indeed, 
would have exprefled his purity, but this, by 
a peculiar fignificance imports his Chriftianity, 
as not only declaring an excellent life, but alfo 
the example that caufed it. It is like fair writing, 
with the copy prefixed and fet above it. The 
bufinefs of a Chriftian is not imvention, but 
ge eo 3° imitation ¢ 
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imitation: and becaufe he is too igriorant ta 
refcribe to himfelf, all his perfection is to fol- 
soe, and Chrift gives every Chriftian this com- 
prehenfive fummary compendium of his duty, 
Let him take up his crofs and follow me, And’ 
if we would abridge all religion into this fhort 
dichotomy, the fum of our belief is Chrift, and 
of our obedience conformity. a 
_ Having thus fhewn the réafon of the ufe of | 
the word here, I proceed now to the fecond 
thing, which is, = | 
; 2. To fhew the full force and fignificance 
OF it. | : 
Crucifying therefore, as it is here applied to ~ 
the corruption and depraved finful difpofition’ — 
of our nature, imports thefe four things: 
1. The death of it. "The-crofs is the inftru- 
ment of death, and to crucify istokill. Afew - 
Interrupted affaults and combats with a man’s 
corruption will not {fuffice : he may give it fome © 
blows and wounds and bruifes, but after all 
thefe, it may recover; and we know the feed 
of the woman was not only to druife,. but to 
break the ferpent’s head. | 
He that will crucify his fin, muft purfue it 
to the very death. Many after they have been 
fomething humbled for’ their fin, and fora 
while have ufed the means of mortification, 
fo as to terrify it from a. prefent ating, an 


by 


have took off fomething of the edge of it’s 
_ fury, conclude that the day is won, and the 
enemy routed, when by fad experience ‘they 
find at length that it is but a retreat, and the 

ae : return 
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return is more furious and dangerous than ever. 
An enemy is never overcome till he is killed ; 
and thofe only act like wife men who think fo. 
We are to crucify our corruptions, as the 
Jews did Chrift; the whippings, {courgings, 
and buffetings were but the forerunners and 
beginnings of the grand fuffering that was in- 
tended. It was his life and his blood that they 
thirfted after. Now it is but for a man to 
change the fcenc, and act the fame upon his 
own corruption. Sin ftands as a malefactor 
condemned to death by the law of God; and 
God has entrufted every man with the execu« 
tion of his own fin ; and God will require fe 


u- 


for life; {o that if a man lets his fin efcape © 


alive, the life of his foul mutt be it’s ranfom. 

There is nothing that betrays and ruins men, 
as to the great concerns of their eternal hap- 
pinefs, fo much as half and imperfect mortifi- 
cations of their fin, but fuppofed to be perfe& 
and complete ; for they give fin rather a refpite 
than a ruin; a time of breathing and of re- 
collecting it’s ftrength, and a more prevailing 
infinuation upon the heart, upon the viciffitude 
and the return: fo that a’ man is ftrangely 
baffled and fet backwards in the main work of 
repentance, while he fees all his endeavours 
unravelled, and his fin grow upon him afreth, 
like weeds only cropt and cut, whereas they 
fhould have been rooted up. 

Ifa man thinks that he has given a fhrewd 
low to his-luft, let him know, that this is an 
argument for him.to purfue his advantage, and 
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to redouble his ftrokes upon it, to a perfect 
conqueft, rather than to acquiefce, as if he had 
atchieved fomething fufficient to acquit him- 
felf in the combat. The utmoft. cruelty to 
an inveterate enemy is always fuccefsful, if 
fufficiently powerful ; but if a man fhall con- 
tent himfelf to have given fyuch an adverfary a 
fcratch on the hand, when he might and fhould 
have {tabbed him to the heart, let him thank 
himfelf, if in the iffue he fall by a recovered 
fury, and dies by that ftrength that he fpared, 
to his own ruin. 

Wherefore when we are thus commanded 
to crucify the flefb, \et every one underftand the 
full latitude of this precept; and remember 
that he is charged to kill his corruption. God’s 
hatred is directed to the life and being of fin; 
and for a man to {pare that, is to be abfurdly 
cruel to his own foul. To ftrike it, to war 
-againft it, without defigning it’s death, is but 
hypocrify. A Saul may captivate and imprifon 
an Agag, but a pious Samuel will flay him. 

2. As it implies Death, fo it further imports 
violent death. Sin never diesofage. It isas 
when 2 young man dies in the full fire and 
ftrength of his youth, by fome vehement diftem- 
per; it as it were tears and forces and fires his 
foul out of his body, He that will come and 
fight it out with his corruption to the laft thall 
find, that it will fell it’s life at a dear rate; it 
will ftrive and fight for it, and many a doubt- 
ful conflict will pafs between that and the foul. 
Jt. may give a man many a wound, many. oe 
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and many a difheartening blow: for, believe it, 
the ftrong man will fight for his poffeffion. 
Never think to difpoflefs him by a bare fum- 
mons, of imagine, that a man can recover the 
mattery of his heart and his affections, by a few 
prayers and broken humiliations. No, fuch a 
mortifying courfe muft be taken, and fuch con- 
ftant violences and feverities ufed, as fhall try 
and fhake every power of the foul, before a cor- 
- guption can be difpatched. The conqueft had 
need be glorious, for it will be found by fharp 
experience, that the combat will be dangerous. 
The foul is engaged with fuch an enemy, 
as will require both the onfets of force and 
the ftratagems of art. Sin will never quit it’s 
hold quietly; but, like the devil, who if we 
hear is conjured down, it is always in a ftorm. 
That man that allows himfelf in his fin, and 
humours his corruption, let him confider, that 
if God ever in to fave him from it, what 
it will coft him to conquer it; kill it he mutt, 
but then it will not be killed like a lamb, which 
refifts not the knife, but like a wolf or a wild 
boar; he muft run it down, and conquer it, 
before he can kill it; and though God do give 
him the grace to conquer it in the iffue, yet he 
muft go the hazard and the dubious adventure 
of being conquered himfelf. When a man is 
put to effect any thing with violence, it is 
troublefom to him that does, as well as grievous 
to him that fuffers it. This therefore is the 
fecond thing implied in the crucifixion of fin, 
to difpatch it by aviolent death. 7 
: I . 3 To 
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3. To erucify the flefh with the affections 
of it imports a painful, bitter and vexatious 
death. Let us but reflect upon our Saviour, 
he was nailed to the tree, and that through 
thofe — which were moft apprehenfive of 
pain, the hands and the feet ;-which members, 
by reafon of the concurrence of the nerves and 
finews there, muft needs be of quickeft fenfe : 
thus he hung, in the extremity of torture, till 
through the unfupportable preffures of pain, he 
at length gave up the ghoft| = © . 

Now we are ftill to take the former obfer- 
vation along with us, that the occafion of the 
ufe of this expreffion here is anallufion to Chrift’s 
crucifixion : fo that the crucifying the flefh muft 
exprefs the pain alfo, or the-refemblance would 
not be perfect. This fuppofed, it would be 


well that fuch as are quick and forward to pro~. 


fefs the name and undertake the rigour of a 
Chriftian courfe, would firft fit down and -cal- 


culate and ponder the difficulties, the hard, 


grating, and afflicting contrariety that it, bears 
to the flefh. They are to live as -upon the 
rack ; to hear the cries.of a tormented, dying 


corruption, without relenting ; when our greateit_ 


defires thirft and beg for fatisfaCtion, they are 
to be anfwered only with renewed exercifes of 
mortification; when we have got them upon 
the crofs, we are:to treat them as the Jews.did 


Chrift ; when they thirft and call out for their 


former pleafures, to give them the vinegar.and 


the gall of fharper and fharper feverities, The | 


cravings of our deareft and moft beloved affecti- 


ons 
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ons are to be denied; and what a torment ig 
it when defire is upon the career, to feparate 
between the enjoyment and the appetite ! It is 
like rending the fkin from the flefh, or the © 
flefh from the bone: yet this is to be done; 
nor are we to be furprized with wonder at it; 
for certainly no man was ever crucified with- 
out pain. | 
The punifhmentof the crofsis of all others the 
quickeft and the moft acute ; it is the univerfal 
{tretching of all the limbs from the joints, fo uni- 
verfal,that there is not the leaft part, finew or fi- 
bre in the body, but it is diftended. So the mor- 
tification of fin 1s to be fo general and diffufed, 
as not only to fix upon the bulk and body of 
fin, but’ to ftretch the inquifition to every thé 
leaft defire, the moft lurking and fecret affecti- 
on; for affuredly there is fomething more than 
ordinary implied in this expreffion of cructfying 
jin: it cannot but import the moft rugged, 
‘cruel, and rtemorfelefs dealing with it Aw 1S 
imaginable. And however men are nice and 
favourable to their corruption, yet did they con- 
fider what endlefs pdins, what unfpeakable tor- 
‘ments, their corrupt affections and lufts pre- 
pare for them, even {elf-love could not but be 
religion enough ‘to make them prevent fuch 
miferies, by firft inflicting them upon the au- 
thor. | 
_ Every man fhould remember, ‘that for all 
his indulgence to fin, ‘fin will not fpare him; 
even that corruption, that lyes in his bofom, 
will profecute him, and cry out «for juftice 
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againft him at the judgment of the great day. 
Befides, why fhould we grudge at the pain- 
fulnefs of this duty, when it is confeffed, that 
every wound given to fin cannot but pain the 
finner ; but then if we confider withal, that 
God has decreed to pardon and fave none, 
without giving them fome tafte of the {mart 
and bitter fruit of fin, we have caufe to adore 


his mercy in this, that the pain we take in | 


mortifying fin, will be the only pain that we 
fhall ever endure for it. 

4. In the fourth and laft place, crucifixion 
denotes a fhameful and a curfed death; it is 
fuch an one as was marked out and fignalized 
with a peculiar malediction, even of old, by 
God himfelf, Deut. xxi. 23. He that is banged 
on a tree is accurfed of God; and for the fhame 
of it, it is fo great amongft all nations, that the 
infamy were a fufficient punifhment, without 
‘the pain: fo that the Romans ufed it to flaves 
only and the vileft malefactors. Hence, in 
Heb, vi. 6. fuch apoftates as are faid by their 
unworthy behaviour to crucify Chrift, are {aid 
alfo to put him to an open fhame. 

Thus therefore muft the corruption and 
vitiofity of our nature be dealt with. God has 
doomed it to death, without the benefit of fo 
much as dying honourably. If there be any 


fcorn, loathing and deteftation due to a dying 


offender, certainly it is much more due to the 
fin that made him fo. Hereupon God has 
provided one great inftrument for the mortify- 

ing of fin, which is the irkfom fhame of con- 
: _ feffion ; 
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feffion ; Ido not mean the auricular pot 38 
confeffion of the Papifts, but publick confeffion, 
fuch an one as David exercifed, when he con- 
feffed his fins before the whole congregation 5 
and fuch an one as the primitive Chriftian 
Church required of {candalous excommunicate 
perfons, before they were readmitted into it’s 
“communion. And indeed if we confider the 
temper of man’s mind, confeffion is of all other 
penalties the moft fhameful ; fhameful I mean 
to fin, though glorious to the confeffing finner. 
Hence alfo humiliation for fin is exprefied 
by taking fhame to ourfelves. And certainly 
if fhame is not judicially awarded.as the pu- 
nifhment, it will naturally follow as the fruit 
and effect of fin. See ail the curfed deaths, 
the confufion and confternation that attends 
malefactors: it is all to be afcribed to this 
curfed caufe, that they would not fhame their 
fin, and therefore their fin has now fhamed 
and confounded them. Confidering therefore 
how fin has ftained the beauty of our nature, 
and covered it with the fhames and difhonours 
of corruption, whatfoever we do, orcan in- 
fli upon it of this kind, it is not fo much a 
punifhment from the law of God, as a pro- 
_ per retaliation from ourfelves. _ : 
Having thus fhown what is imported by the 
crucifying of fin, I proceed now to the third 
thing propofed. 
- 3. Which is to prefcribe fome means for 
the enabling of us to the performance of this 
duty. ‘T'wo therefore I fhall mention r ee 
: a a uci 
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. ducible to this crucifixion of the flefth, with » 
it’s affections and lufts.. | | 
. 3. The firft is a conftant and pertinacious 
denying them in all their cravings for fati(- 
faftion, A man by fafting too long, may 
come to. lofe his. itomach ; fo an affection 
abridged and tied up from it’s -proper -gratifi- 
cation: comes by degrees to be chaftifed and- 
even wearied into fobriety ; for frequent dif 
appointments in a thing eagerly defired will at 
Jength leave a kind of indifference in the de- 
fires as to that thing. As. on. the contrary, 
every. gratification of a-corrupt appetite ex- 
ema calls forth, and enlarges it to new, 
and greater, and more reftlefs expectations. 
, Let a.man therefore begin the crucifixion of 
his flefh in thefe negative mortifications ; that 
is, when his voluptuous hymourisclamorous for 
pleafure, let him. not anfwer any of thofe calls: 
if he would:not. maintain it, let him not feed 
it : he will find that fo much as it wants of 
food, it will lofe of it’s fercenefs, This isthe 
courfe taken for the taming of wild beafts, to 
seduce and order them by the difciplines of 
hunger, by. long and frequent: fruftrations of 
their ravenous appetites. i a 
And the reafon of this courfe is founded 
in.a natural caufe. For though the defign of 
-eVery-appetite is to. purvey. for nature, and to — 
derive ftrength to that by receiving fuch and 
fuch objects; yet-by.the fame. means it. firft 
4eeds.and ftrengthens.itfelf. .Jt being like fome 
‘collectors of publick monies, who indeed are 
Pes employed 
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employed and intended to ferve the Exche- 
quer, but yet in the mean time ufe to be very 
kind to themfelves. Ina word, the defrauda- 
tion of the appetites of fin weakens the whole 
body of fin and themfelves - alfo ; as on the 
other fide all fatisfaction corroborates and en- 
flames them. | : | 
And he that takes up a refolution to crucify 
his intemperance, luxury, or uncleannefs, yet, 
when they call for their ufual refection, and a 
fair occafion knocks at his door, or his com- 
panions call upon him, has no power to deny 
either the entreaty of his appetite within, or 
to flight the invitation of tempting objects 
from Without, he may as well expect to tame 
a wolf by feeding him, or to extinguith a 
flame by Searinn fuel upon it, as to mottify 
a fin upon thefe terms. His attempt is ab- 
furd, his fuccefs defperate, and his luft mutt 
and will prevail. | | 
_ 2. The other means to crucify a corruy 
affection, is to encounter it ‘by actions of the 
pti virtue. This differs from the former 
thus; that that was orily the‘denying of fuel 
to-a fire, but this a pouring water upon it, 
and fo vanquifhing it by the prevalence of a 
‘contrary-element. He that is profane, let-him 
fubdue his profanenefs by the exercife of 
‘prayer and meditation. He ‘that is covetous, 
tet him difpoffefs his mind of that vice by ac- 
‘tions: of -charity and liberality: for as-vicious 
actions frequently repeated produce a vicious 
habit, that infects and ferthengs the whole 
a | 
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foul ; fo the like frequent repetition of vir= 
tuous actions does by degrees loofen, and at 
length totally unfix and drive out that habit of 
vice, Now this is both the nobler and the 
{fpeedier way of conqueft: as it is more glo- 
rious to break open than to ftarve a city, and 


to take it by force than by furrender. Both. 


indeed are equally conquefts, but the latter is 
the greater triumph. | 

And thus nich for the means by which we 
may be enabled to crucify the flefh with the 
affections and lufts. 

4. Come we now to the fourth and laft 
thing, viz. To fee what may be drawn by 
way of confequence and deduction from what 
has hitherto been delivered. 

1. Firft of all then we collec the high con- 
cernment and the abfolute neceflity of every 
man’s crucifying his carnal worldly affections. 


I know no work {fo difficult and unpleafing, — 


but it’s neceffity is an abundant argument to 
enforce it. And I fuppofeevery one will 
grant, that it is neceflary for him to bea 
Chriftian : yet unlefs he has crucified the fleth, 
he cannot be fo, and his affuming that title is 
only a nullity and an ufurpation. | 

98 this fmall hinge therefore turns the 
grand determination of our eternal eftate, whe- 
ther as to happinefs or mifery. The whole 
Tound of man’s happineds from the firft dawn- 
ings of it in the revelations of grace, to the 
laft confummation of it in glory, runs folely 
and entirely upon this. Without this, not fo 
| , mu 
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miuch as the bleffing of word and -facraments, 
but it is poifoned with a curfe. For firft, he 
that comes to Chrift’s table, who is nct Chrift’s, 
is in God’s efteem only as a dog catching at 
the children’s bread. He that prays to Chri, 
and yet is not Chrift’s, is but as a rebel prefent- 
ing a petition ; if he intrudes into the partici- 
pation of ordinances, and the fociety of the 
faints, he isa gueft without either invitation or 
wedding garment, where his beft entertain- 
ment will be the imprifonment of a malefactor, 
inftead of the welcome of a gueft. On the other 
hand, take all the folid happinefs of this life, 
and the hopes of a better, the privileges of the 
fanctified, and the eternal fruitions of the glo- 
rified, and they are all compendioufly but fully 
couched in: this one word, to be Chri/’s. - 

_ 2. In the next place, we gather a ftanding 
and infallible criterion, by which to diftinguifh 
thofe that are not Chrift’s from thofe that are, 
and confequently to convince us how few Chri- 
{tians there are in the world; or, to fpeak more 
clofely, how few Chriftians there are in Chriften- 
dom ; andthat the common ufe and acceptation 
of this word is much larger than it’s real figni- 
fication. Much the greater number and propor- 
tion of men lye wallowing in all the filth and 
the pollutions of the flefh. But I fuppofe the 
precedent difcourfe. has been a fufficient de- 
monftration, that he and he alone has a right 
to this glorious appellative of a Chriftian, and 
to the privileges that attend it, who has maftered 
his depraved nature, cafhiered his corrupt in- 
‘ ¢* oS D clinations, 
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clinations, and offered violence to his deareft, 
when finful affe¢hions ; fo that he overcomes 
and triumphs, and fees his fin bleeding at his 
fect. In fum, he ye fed Chrift’s, who has 
executed the utmoft of that.pious cruelty u 
his fin, that we have foen hitherto sn 
But #-will be veplied, that this is an hard 
and a difcouraping affertion, that none {hould 
be reputed Chrift’s, unlefs be has fully cruci- — 
fed and deftroyed his fin. hs 
But to this I anfwer, that we muft here 
diftinguith of a two-fold deftraction of fin. 1. In 
& of a total abolition: thus every one 
that is Chrift’s muft have deftroyed his fin in 
defign and purpofe ; this he muft intend, what- 
foever God enables him to efect; this mut 
be aitned at, whatfoever.is reached. 2. In 
yefpect of a fincere, though maperfect inchoa- 
tion: and. thus every-one muft actually deftroy 
his fan ; that is, he muft actmally begin and 
be about the work. Where we may obferve, 
that this is properly, nay, with an emphatical 
fignificance, implied by crucifixion; fora man 
ts not dead as foon as crucified. We know our 
Saviour and the two thieves hung fome hours 


upon the trofs,- before they breathed their laft : | | 


fo fin, though it is not immediately dead, yet 
ft is truly crucified if it is-a-dying. It may 


ftrugele for life. indeed, yet for all that it may 


be under the pangs and power of death. 


But to fhew what is the leaft degree of the -.- ae 


crucifixion of fin indifpeniably required to ene 
. e | 2 a : title 2 
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title a aman’.to this tranfcendent privilege of 
being Chrift’s, I fhall Jay down this pofition, wg. 
That he jin a true evangelical fenfe is to he 
reputed Chrift’s,: who has crucified his fin, as 
to an ebtiur refolution againgt x; Il fay active 
tefolution ; where this germ active does not iy 
lufzate, but imply the nature of #. There is 
a kind of identity in thefe terms ¢éfive refolutty 
en, as when we fay, a rational man, where the 
predicate does not deforibe, but include the 
fubject. | 

Which, by the way, is a {ure unfailing rule 
for men to try the fincerity of their refolutions 
by. Many are prone to think, that.they are 
refolved againft fin, when indeed they only de- 
ceive and abufe themfelves, and are not fo: 
for that is no refolution, that is not feconded 
with vigorous fuitable endeavours: if it is not 
active, it is not fo much as refolution. But he 
that purfues, and backs and follows home pur- 
with endeavour, refolution with action, 

e has given his.corruption it’s deathjblow; he 
has crucified it ; and if he does.not intermit this 
courfe, he fhall fee his victory completed in 
the death of his adverfary. nd thus I afhirm, 
that the crucifixion of fin realifed in a fincere 
though partial mortification of it, makes a man 
a believer, enftates him in grace, entitles him 
to glory, and, in a word, renders him truly 
Chrift’s. 

And indeed, if this does not, we may con- 
clude, according to that of our Saviour, though 
in a different fenfe, when the fon of man comes 

_ D 2 will 
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will be find faith upon the earth? For if this 
be rejected, as no fufficient condition to intereft 
a man in the merits of Chrift’s death, and the 
redemption he has purchafed, as God indeed 
has limited the number of faints to very few ; 
fo I am afraid that upon thefe terms we fhall 
reduce it almoft to none ; and make the paflage 
: heaven yet narrower than ever God made 


; who, even in the midft of a finner’s con-— 


ime is the God that delights to. fave, 
and not to condemn. 


To which God be rendered and ae 
&e. 
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HABBAKUK li, 12. 


Wo to him that butldeth a town with 
| . blood. 


HIS fhort prophecy, out of hid I 
have {elected this portion of Scripture 


to difcourfe of upon this fad and fo- 
lemn occafion, was uttered (as interpreters do 
conjecture, for know it certainly they cannot) 
about the latter end of the reign of King 
Jofiah, or at leaft in the following reign of 
his fon, but however fome time before the 
Babylonith captivity, that being the great event, 
which it foretels, and the chief fabjett of 
which it treats. 

The whole prophecy contains in it thee 
two parts: rit, A double complaint made by 
the prophet : adly, A double anfwer returned 
to it by God. 

1. And firft for the complaint. The prophet 
cries out of the horrid impiety, the great pers 
fidioufnefs, and general corruption of the Jew- 
ith nation then. grown to that height, that he 
was forced to invoke the juftice of heaven 
againft them, as being too ftrong fcr all hu- 

D 3 man 
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man control, too big for reproof, and fit only 
to upbraid the means of = by their incor- 
rigible impenitence under them, 

This loud and grievous complaint of his 
prophet God ate with the dentmnciati6n 
o: a Jevere jidgment againft the perfons com- 
plained ot by bringing in upon them an army 
of the Chaldearts, that hafty and bitter nation, 
as they are ftiled in the fixth verfe of the firft 
chapter, perfons that fhould act all the info- 
lencies upon them, that victory in conjunction. 
with ill nature couid prompt them to. Men 

hofé hédrts weré flint; ahd their bowels 
brafs; who Krew tot what it was to pity or 
teleht, bitt were utter ftrahgers to humanity, 
and wncapable of fhowing compaffion. But 
irpon all thefe atcounts fo much the fitter td 
be itiftrunienial to the divine vengearice, now 
énflamed againft them, and to furpafs (if pof- 
fible) the feverity of the fehtefice by the fierce- 
nefs of the execution. | 

Which dreadful anfwet. of God is fo far 
from fatisfying the prophet’s cornplaint; that it 
only exafperates his grief, and provokes him 
to another, in which he expoftulates with God 
the method of this his judgment, that he 
fhould punifh the wickednefs of his people by | 
perfons fo much viler and wickeder than them- 
{elves ; that vice’ fhould be employed to pu- 
hifh fin, and that his church fhould be chaf- 
fifed, and (if you will) reformed by perfons 
hotable for nothing but blood arid rapine, lux- 
ury and idolatry, — ~ : 
a oS 7 \. To 
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To this complaint alfo God is pleafed to re- 
join, and to clear the juftice, equity, and 
reafon of his proceeding, by fhowing that it 
was not to be rated by the qualification of the 
-inftruments made ufe of in it ; which inftru- 
‘ments he would be fure to account with when 
they had done his work ; and that, as he de- 
figned his people for the rod, fo he defigned 
~ the rod itfelf for the fire. He aflures his pro- 
phet, and with him all pious and humble 
perfons, who could lift their faith above ther 
fenfe ; that as Nebuchadnezzar and his army 
‘were not for any worth or piety in themfelves 
fuffered to captivate and trample upon God’s 
people, and to make havock of and vent their 
rage againft the church; fo that they them- 
{elves fhould infallibly have their turhs in 
the courfe and circulation of divine juftice, 
and be ftrictly reckoned with for their into- 
lerable pride, their infatiable avarice, and their 
unhuman and remorfelefs cruelty, fhown in 
the fpoil and wafte they had made upon all 
nations round about them for the propagation of 
their empire, which they were Ail enlarging 
_ as their defires, and their defires as hell, as it 1s 
expreffed in the fifth verfe of the fecond chap- 
ter ; for all this (I fay) the prophet is aflured 
that thefe victorious fons of Belial fhould pay 
feverely, when God fhould think fit to rebuild 
Jerufalem upon the ruins of Babylon; and to 
convince the proud and the cruel, that he nei- 
‘ther loves nor values his {courge, though he is 
fometimes conftrained to ufe it. 
D 4 “Jas 
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The words of the text contain in them a 
wo or curfe, denounced perfonally and dire€tly 
againft the great head of the Chaldean empire 
Nebuchadnezzar, but by confequence againft 
the whole empire itfelf. The curfe is both 
for the ground, object and meafures of it con- 
fiderable. And therefore I fhall caft the profe- 
cution of the words into thefe five particulars. 


I. I fhall fhew the ground or caufe of this 
curfe, which the text declares to be that juftly 
abhorred fin of blood guiltinefs. | 7 

II. I fhall fhow the condition of the per- 
fon againft whom this curfe was denounced. 
He was fuch an one as had actually fet up and 
eftablifhed a government byblood. 

III. I fhall fhow the latitude and extent of . 
the curfe, and what is comprehended in it. 

__ IV. I fhall thow the reafons why a curfe or 
wo is fo peculiarly denounced againft this fin. | 

Fifthly and laftly, I fhall apply all briefly to 
the prelent fad occafion, 


TI. And firft for the ground and caufe of the 
curfe here denounced, which was the crying 
crimfon fin of bloodfhed ; a fin, in the ha- 
tred and detcftation of which heaven and 
earth feem to ftrive for the maftery. The firft 
great difturbance in the world after the fall 
of man was by a murderer ; whom the ven- 
geance of God- pysfued to that degree, that 
he profefied that his punifhment was greater 
than he could bear, though he himfelf could 

not 
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not fay, that it was greater than he had de- 
ferved. Accordingly in all fucceeding gene- 
rations it has ftill been the care of providence, 
both by civil and religious means, to extin- 
guifh all principles of favagenefs in the minds 
of men, and to make friendfhip and tender- 
nefs over men’s lives a great part of religion. 
But by nothing. has this been fo highly en- 
deavoured as by the rules and conftitution of 
Chriftianity, the laft, and nobleft revelation 
that God has made of his mind and will to the 
fons of men. In which all acts of fiercenefs, 
violence, and barbarity, are fo ftrictly provided 
againft, that there are few injuries in which 
patience and fufferance are not recommended 
inftead of the moft juft and reafonable pre- 
tenfions to revenge : nay, and fo very tender 
is it of men’s lives, that it fecures them againft 
the very firft approaches and preparations. to 
murder, by dafhing even angry thoughts, and 
denouncing damnation to vilifying, provoking 
words : fo that we have both law and gofpel 
equally rifing up againft this monftrous fin: 
and the fentence of both confirmed by the 
eternal voice of reafon {peaking in the law of 
nations: and fo all paffing this concurrent 
judgment, that whofoever fheds man’s blood, 
ought by man to have his blood fhed: A 
judgment made up of all the juftice and equi-_ 
ty that it is poffible for reafon and religion to 

infufe into a Jaw. 
But now the execution of this law being 
upon no grounds of reafon to be committed to 
: every 
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every private hand, God has found it néceflary 
to depofit it only in the hands of his vicegerents, 
whom he entrufts and deputes as his lieute- 
nants in the government and protection of the 
feveral focieties of mankind; and fo both to 
ennoble and euard their ers, by appropriat- 
ing to the Pa hands ina of ey of 
juitice too. “From which it follows, that the 
daw has not the fame afpect upon fovereign 
Princes, that it has upon the reft of men; not 
that the {word can, by any mortal power, be 
authorized againft the life of him to whom the 
fole ufe of it is by divine right afcribed. Upon 
which account, if it fo fall out, that a Prince 
invades either the eftate or life of a fubjedt, 

that law, that draws the fword of juftice upon 
the life of any private perfon doing the fame 
things, has no power or efhcacy at all to do 
the fame execution upon the fupreme magi- 
ftrate, whofe fupremacy, allowing him neither 
equal nor fuperior, renders all legal acts of pu- 
nifhment or coercion upon him (the nature of 
which is ftill to defeend) utterly impoffible. 

But what! does God then approve, or at 
leaft connive at thofe wicked actions in Princes, 
that he fo feverely takes revenge of in others? 
No, certainly, the guilt is the fame in both, 
and under an equal abhorrence with God, and 
fhall equally be accounted for; but the dif- 
ference is this, that while God punifhes infe- 
rior malefactors by the hands of Princes, he 
takes the punifhment of Princes wholly into 
his own: and furely no guilty perfon is like to 
a ipeed 


SERMON Hf. ‘43 
‘tpecd at all thé bettér for having his caufe 
‘brought before hinh who hasan infinite wifdom 
to féarth into, and ati infinite powerf to tevenge 
his guilt. It is God’s prerogative to be the 
fole judge of Princes, and heaven only is that 
rt coutt of juftice, where Kings can be le- 
rs ly attalgned, tried, and condemned. God 
‘has woes enough it ftote to humble the higheft 
and the proudeft tyrant, without needing the 
“affiitance of any of his rebel fubjects; and there- 
fote fuch tourfes for the curbing or ae 
down 6f Princes its neither the caufe of ; 
hor the defence of religion, but the doétrine of 
devils, and the diétates of that which in the 
judgment of God himfelf is worfe than witch- 
craft. For be a King never fo favage, bloody, 
or unjuft, he is, under all thefe refpects, to 
be looked upon as a plague or a punifhinent 
fent by God upon the people, whofe duty I 
ami fure is to fubmit, be the punifhineht what 
it will, And however, that nation is like to 
find but a’ fttahge tecovery, -be it’s diftempet 
what it will, if it’s cure muft be a rebellion. © 


If. The fecond thing to be confidered, if, 
the condition of the perfon againft whorn this 
wo or curfe is denounced... He was fuch anh 
one, as had actually eftablifhed a government 
and built a city with blood: . We know that 
as foon as Cain had murdered his brother, he 
prefently betook himfelf to the building of a 
city. And fo indeed it falls out, that bloodi- 
nefs has ufually a connexion with — 
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and that upon fome ground of reafon: foraf- 
much, as men, by fhedding of blood, are en- 
abled to build cities, and fet up governments, 
and then becaufe fuch cities being once built, 
and governments fet up, do fecure the fhedders 
of blood from the vengeance due to their fin. 
The perfon here {poken of I am fure emingnt- 
ly ferved his turn by his cruelty and bloodinefs 
in both thefe refpects, as having thereby reared, 
or at leaft hugely augmented the moft magnifi- 
cent city that ever was; even Babylon, the 
{tupendious metropolis of the eaftern monarchy, 
then the governefs of the world: a city fo 
{trong and great, that it might well promife it’s 
builder. fufficient defence againft any mortal 
power, that fhould prefume to call him to ac- 
count for any of thofe flaughters and depreda- 
tions, by which he had been enabled thus to 
build it.. So that it is not for nothing, that 
the prophet here exprefies the whale Chaldean 
monarchy by this city, which was of fuch in- 
credible ftrength, glory, and. vaft dimenfions, 
that it might well pafs for one of the wonders 
of the world, and render it almoft doubtful, 
whether Babylon fhould be accounted in the 
Chaldean empire, or the Chaldean empire be faid 
to be in Babylon. The account the world 
has had of the Affyrian monarchy, the firft and. 
-greateft of all the four, is indeed but {mall and 
imperfect ; but fo far as the {cattered fragments 
of antiquity have been able to inform us, we 
may guefs at the unparallelled greatnefs of the 
ftructure, by the magnificence of it’s _— 
. or 
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For if we confider the {pacioufnefs of this city 
of Babylon, it is reported to have been about 
458 of our nglith miles in circuit: yea, fo 
exceeding wide and ample was it, that three 
days after it was taken, one part of the city 
knew nothing of what had befalen the other. 
The wall that encompafied it was 200 cubits 
high, and fo thick withal, that two coaches 
might meet upon the breadth of it. It open- — 
ed itfelf at an hundred gates, and thofe all of © 
brafs ; which whole wall was the work of Ne- 
buchadnezzar, though falfely afcribed to Se- 
miramis. Add to all this, the sorts penjiles, 
art’s miraculous emulation of nature, that is, 
vaft gardens and woods planted upon the bat- 
tlements of towers, and bearing trees fifty foot 
in height; fuch prodigious inftances of the 
grandeur of this city have the moft authentick 
hiftorians, both Greek and Latin, tranfmitted 
tous. So that Nebuchadnezzar might well 
vaunt himfelf upon the furvey of fuch a mighty 
ftructure, as in Danieliv. 29, 30. we find that 
he does to fome purpofe ; where we have him 
walking in the palace of his kingdom, and 
thus braving it to himfelf: Js not this great 
Babylon, that I have built for the houfe of n. 
kingdom, and by the might of my power? Words 
that fufficiently declare the. fpeaker of them to 
have little regarded either God or man. And 
furely while he uttered them, he thought him- 
felf in a condition rather to rival and defy 
heaven, than to fear it, and far above the reach 
of all woes or curfes. ‘ 
i ut 
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But when God fhall fend a curfe, it thalt 
g0 with a vengeance, and make jt’s way into. 
the yery heart of Babylon, climb it’s high walls, 
and break through it’s brafs gates, and drive the. 
tyrant with thefe very words in his mouth. 
from his throne and all his imperial glories to 
herd it with the beafts of the field, till a better 
mind fhould fit him for a better condition. 
For it is worth our obferving, thatGod takes 
a peculiar delight to furprife and feize upon a 
great guilt in the height of it’s pride and bra- 
very, and in the very midit of all it’s ftrengths 
and prefumed fecurities. He delights to com- 
miffion his ourfe to arreft a bloody Ahab, juit 
as he is gaing to take poffeffion of the price of 
blood, and to dath out the brains of 9 mur- 
derous Abimelech in the very head of his army. 
Thcte are the triumphs of judgment, and the 
glorious trophies of blood-revenging jyftice. — 


TT. The third thing propofed was, to thew 
the latitude and extent of this wo er cure, 
and what is comprehended in it. Concerning 
which there is no doubt, but 3t imcludes the 
+ miferies of both worlds, prefent and future, 


And if we go no further than the prefent, it 


is grievous enough, and made up of thefe fol- 
lowing ingredients : 


1. That it faftens a genaral hatred and de- | 


teftation upon fuch men’s perfons. For crpel- 
ty and bloodinefs, armcd with power, is the 


proper motive and the dreadful object of men’s 


fears ; and fear and hatred ufually keep com- 
pany 5 
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; it being very hard, if nat impoffible, 
(> aftion that perfon, who has ig fame 
{hare and proportion in men’s hatred, that 
he has in their fears. Every man flies from 
fuch an one, as fram a publick ruin, ora 
- walking calamity, who, which way foever he 
turns himfelf, both looks and brings certain 
defolation. He converfes amongft the living 
as an enemy to men’s lives; as a {word, or a 
dagger, which the nearer it comes, the more 
dangerous It is. | 
Cruelty alarms and calls up all the paffions 
of boman nature, and puts them into a pofture 
of hoftility and defiance. Every heart {wells 
againft a tyrant, as againft a common enemy 
of mankind, and blood nfes at the fight of 
blood ; and certamly. % is nome of the leaft of 
miferies for a man to be puithy hated ; for though 
it be tied up and reftrained from it’s utmoft 
effects, yet the very breathings of it are ma- 
benant, the filent grudgings and glances of it 
ominous and fatal. A great part of the hap- 
paneds af this life 1s, to enjoy a free and amica- 
ble canverfe with fuch as hve about us; and 
therefore an ingenuons mature cannot but ac- 
count it a real plague, to fee a cloud in every 
countenance he beholds; to obferve the black 
and lowring afpects af a referved: malice, and 
(as it were) to read his doom in every face, 
and to gather his fortune fram another’s fore- 
head. | | 
Who fo hated as Cain, Nebuchadnezzar, 
Saul, Herod, and fach other eH 
| A 
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All the glory of their power and magnificerice 
was {mothered in the hatred of their cruelty, 
deriving a juft hatred upon their perfons ; for it 
is the concernment of mankind, and of huma- 
nity itfelf, to abhor fuch deftroyers. He that 
fhews the power he has over. men’s lives only 
by taking them away, muft not think to com- 
mand or reign over their affections. 

Neither is this hatred without an equal 
{corn ; for the fame temper that is cruel, is alfo 
fordid and degenerous, and confequently as 
fit an object.for.contempt. What fo cruel, and 
withal fo bafe as a wolf? But on the other 
fide, true worth and fortitude is never bloody. 
Gold, the nobleft of metals, is healing and re- 
{torative ; and it is only iron, the vileft, with 
which we wound and deftroy. 3 

Let this therefore be the firft ingredient of 
the wo' difcharged ‘againit the tyrant and 
bloody perfon, to be univerfally /ated and 
corned ; to go no whither, but with a retinue 
of curfes at his heels; to be murdered in the 
wifhes, and affaffinated in the very looks of his: 
‘fubje&ts. He who is a monfter, and an ex- 
ception from human nature, may perhaps 
count this nothing, and fay, with Lucius Sylla, 
the murdering profcribing dictator of Rome, 
Oderint dum metuant; but he that is fenfible,. 
that man was born for fociety, that is, to love 
and ta be loved, muft in this cafe look upon: 
himfelf as an outlaw and an exile from the con- 
verfe, and confequently from the felicity and 
proper enjoyments of mankind. . 

| : 2. The 
5 | 
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_ 4. The fecond ingredient of the wo here 
denounced againft bloody perfons, is, the — 
tormént of continual jealoufy and fufpicion. 
He that is injurious, is naturally fufpicious ; 
and he that knows that he deferves enemies, 
will always fuppofe that he has them, and 
perhaps at length by fufpecting come to make 
them fo. | a3. 
But now, is it not the height of mifery thus 
- like a wild beait ftillto fear and to be frared ? 
for the mind to be perpetually ftruggling with 
it’s own furmifes, and firft to create torments, 
and then to feel them? The breaft of a tyrant 
is like a fea, it {wallows up and devours others, 
and is {till reftleis, troubled and unquiet in itfelf. 
Could Herod the Great be mére pcorly and 
bafely unhappy, than to be afraid of poor fuck- 
ing infants, and not to think himéelf fafe in the 
throne, unlefs he ftormed nurferies and invaded 
cradles? A kingdom can be defirable upon no 
other account, but becaufe. it feems to com- 
mand more of the materials of happinefs, and 
to afford greater opportunities of fatisfaction to 
the defires of a rational nature, than can poffi- 
bly be had in any inferior condition. But now 
what real happinefs can that Prince or great 
man find, that has his mind depraved into fuch 
a jealous, fufpicious temper? What can all the 
enjoyments of a court or kingdom profit, when 
the tormentor within fhall imbitter them all, 
and the palenefs of fear and death fit perpetu- 
ally upon his heart? What pleafure can it af 
ag | 7 ford 
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ford to caft rofes into that bofom, that feels 
the gnawings of the wolf? | 


And therefore if thé tyrant is brought to — 


this pafs, as to feel the reflexions of his ty- 
ranny over others in that which his own jea- 
loufy exercifes upon himfelf, and if his own 
thoughts plot and confpire againft him, his 

very diadem is but a fplendid mockery, his 
throne a wrack, and all his royalty nothing elfe. 
but a great and magnificent mifery. 

3. The third ingredient denounced againft’ 
him that endeavours to raife and fettle a go- 
vernment with blood, is, the fhortnefs and cer- 
tain diffolution of the government that he en- 
_ deavours fo to eftablifh. There is no way by 
which God fo ufually punifhes villainous de- 
figns, as the difappointment of them, by thofe 
very methods and inftruments by which they 
were to have been accomplifhed. It is (as I’ 
may fo fay) the great fport of providence,’ to’ 
ruin unjuft titles and ufurped government by 
their very fupports. But of all the means em- 
ployed by tyrants for this purpofe, there is none 
fo frequently made ufe of, though none fo often 
proves fatal to the ufer, as this of favagenefs 
and cruelty; innocent blood always proving 


but a bad cement to build the walls of a city’ 


with. For how do fuch governments pafs the 
world like fo many furious blafts of wind, vio- 


lent and fhort! as it were out of breath and 


expiring with their own violence? How do 
tyrants, having by much blood. and rapine ad~ 
| « vanced 

oe 


SERMON Uf. et 


vanced themfelves to the fovereign power of 4 
kingdom, like fo many fatal comets, fhine and 
blaze, and fright the wortld below them, in 
thofe upper regions for 4 while, but ftill por 
tend their own downfal and deftru<tion? 
For was it not thus with thofe trai.erous caps 
tains of Ifrael, who kinged themfelves by flay- 
ing their mafters and reigning in their ftead? 
How quickly was their ufurped government 
at an end ? How foon did they meet with 
others, who did the like for them? Had 
Zimri peace, who flew his mafter? Such go- 
vernments quickly fall and mouider away, like 
clods diffolved with blood. 

Was it not thus alfo with Cinna and Marius, 
and afterwards with Syll® himfelf, who had 
nothing of Dictator Perpetuus but the name ? — 

How foon was the family of bloody Saul 
extinét? And for Herod the Great, did not 
the fame cruelty, for which he deferved to be 
childlefs, almoft make him fo? Archelaus, the 
only fon he left, fucceeding but to part of his 
kingdom, and that too but for a fhort time. 
And when afterwards Herod Antipas the ‘Te~ 
trarch was routed and loft all his army ina 
war with Aretas King of Arsbia; and when 
by the fubtilty of Agrippa he was oiftwitted 
and outed of all, and alfo banifhed, Jofephus 
himfelf fays, that even the Jews afcribed all 
this to a divine vengeance upon him for the- 
barbarous and wnjuft murder of John the. 


Baptift, 
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And for the Jews themfelves, does not 
Chrift, in the very fame place in which he 
foretels the ruin and deftruétion of Jerufalem, 
upbraid that bloody city with her killing God’s 
- prophets, and ftoning thofe that were fent un- 
to her. 

And laftly, whereas the High Prieft counfel- 

ed the putting of Chrift to death, left other- 
wife the Romans fhould come upon them and 
deftroy both their nation and government ; 
is it not evident to any one not obftinately 
blind, that the very guilt of his blood brought 
that deftruétion upon them from the Romans, » 
who not long after facked their city, burnt the 
temple, killed, crucified, fold and difperfed 
the inhabitants that is, ufed them as they had 
ufed Chrift, till at length they took away both 
their place and nation? Wo to the bloody any, 
fays the prophet, in Ezek. xxiv. 6. 
“The fin of blood is a deftroying, wafting, 
murdering fin; murdering others, befides thofe 
whiom it kills; it breaks the back of govern- 
ments, finks families, deftroys for the future, 
reaches into fucceffions, and cuts off poite- 
rities. 

4. The fourth ingredient of the wo here 
dencunced againit the bloody builders of gq- 
vernments, is the fad and difmal end that ufually* 
attends fuch perfons. He that delights to {wim 
in blood is for the moft part at length drowned 
in it; and there isa kind of fatal circulation by 
which blood frequently wheels about and re- 

, <2 turns 
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turns upon the fhedder of it. How did Cyrus 
the Perfian verify this by a peculiar fignificancy 
of death, having his head cut off and thrown 
into a tub of blood? How did the fratricide 
Romulus die, being torn in pieces by the {e- 
nate? How did Sylla expire in a murdering fit, 
caufing one to be {trangled before him in his 
chamber, and with that paffion fo difturbing 
himfelf, and enraging his diftemper, that with- 
in a few hours he breathed out his own bloody 
foul ?. 

And, to come to the facred ftory, How did 
Samuel treat Agag? 4s thy fword has made 
many childlefs, fo fhall toy mother be childlefs 
among ft women. And then for Herod the Great, 
who fo barbaroufly murdered thofe poor in- 
nocents ; he died indeed in his bed, as well as 
our late grand regicide; but with fo much 
horror and difafter, that for fome days before 
he died he fnatched at a knife, to have mur- 
dered, or rather to have killed himfelf ; and fo 
to have done that, which only wanted another 
and an higher hand, to have made it a juft exe- 
cution. But upon none did the revenging 
hand of divine juftice appear more fignally than 
upon Herod. Agrippa, mentioned in the twelfth 
of the Aé#s; who, to pleafe the Jews, and 
thereby to confirm himfelf in his kingdom, 
having flain James, the brother of John, with 
the fword, proceeded to take Peter alfo. But 
we read in what terribie ftrange manner, even 
in the height of his pride and glory, he was 
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{mote by God, infefted with worms, and made 
a living carcafs ; thus anticipating the effects of 
death, and fuffering the curfe of the grave be- 
fore he defcended into the ground. : 
Should I endeavour to give a full rehearfal 
of all fuch like inftances, I muft tranfcribe the 
- flories of all times, which are fcarce fuller of 
ves, than of examples of this kind. Blood 
feidom efcapes revenge, fince it is fo eafily fole 
lowed and found out by it’s own traces. And 
thus much for the third thing propofed ; which 
was, to fhew the latitude and extent of the 
curfe or wo here denounced againft bloody 
perfans, and the feveral plagues comprehended 
in it. I come now to the fourth particular, 
which is, : 


IV, To fhew the reafons why a curfe or 
qwo is fo peculiarly denounced againft this fin, 

Many may be affigned, but I fhall preduce 
only thefe ; 
' y, The firft is, becaufe the fin of bloodfhed 
makes the moft direét breach upon human 
fociety, of which the providence of God owns 
the peculiar care and protection, 

Concerning which we mutt obferve, that 
every man has naturally a right to enjoy fuch 
things as are fuitable to, and required by the 
tational appetites of his nature; in the due 
and lawful fatisfation of which properly con- 
fifts his well-being inthis world, which is every 
man’s pirth-right, by an irrevocable charter 

ran from 
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from God and nature. For whofoever is born, 
has a 4 to live; and whofoever has a right 
to live, has a right alfo to Ave well. Now that 
men might the better fecure both their lives or 
being, and withal compafs fuch lawful fatisfact- 
ons to themfelves, as fhould be requifite to 
their well-being, they firft entered into fociety, 
and then, td preferve fociety, put themfelves 
under government. So that the end of fociety 
is a man’s enjoyment of himfelf, and the end 
of government is fociety. For in the firft and 
moft natural intention of it, no governor, mere- 
ly as fuch, is made abfolute lord of the lives 
or proprietor of the eftates of thofe whom he 
governs, but only a truftee by God to fecured 
_ them in the free poffeffion and enjoyment of 
beth. And therefore that Governor that wrings 
away a man’s eftate, or deftroys his life, not 
_ yet forfeited to the community he lives in by 
any crime, is in God’s account a thief and a 
mutderer, and fo thall hereafter be dealt with 
by him, as fuch ; pie in the mean timé 
(as I faid before) neither reafon nor religiort 
can authorife the fubjects to revenge thefe inju- 
ries upon their Governor. 

. From whence we learn the reafon why God 
fo much concerns himfelf to punifh the unjuft 


_. fhedder of blood ; firft, becaufe he is the great 


trefpaffer. upon human fociety, by being de- 
ftructive to the lives of men; and next, becaufe 
if he who is fo chances to be a Sovereign Prince, 
there is no pravifion in the ordinary courfe of 
. E 4 human 
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human juftice to call fuch a deftroyer to ac= 
count. —— | 

As for the life of man, it is an enjoyment 
in comparifon of which nature {carce values all 
others; this is the very apple of his eye, fenfi- 
ble of the leaft touch, and irrecoverable after 
the firft lofs. For if a man lofes his eftate, he 
may get another, and if he lofes his: reputation, 
he may perhaps recover it; or if he cannot, 
he may live without it, not very happily in- 
deed, but yet he may live. But if the tyrant 
takes away his life, there is no retrieving. of 
that ; this {weeps away being and well-being 
at one blow ; the dying man parts with all at 
one breath, and is but one remove from an- 
nihilation ; not fo much as his very thoughts 
remaining, but they alfo perifb, Pfalm cxlvi. 4, 

And now when a tyrant by fhedding blood 
has provoked civil juftice, and by fhedding fo 
nt has put himfelf beyond the reach of it, 
does not the matter itfelf feem to appeal to a 
fuperior providence, to invoke the juftice of 
heaven to make bare it’s arm in the behalf of 
jnjured and opprefied right? 

Blood certainly fhall not go unrevenged, 
though it be the greateft Herod that theds it, 
and the meaneft infant that lofes it; though 
whole parliaments and armies fhall confpire 
againft the life of the innocent and the help- 
lefs, Briefly, it belongs to God, as the fupreme 
Governor of the worid, to revenge fuch grand 
and yanstural violations of the focietics of man- 

kind, 
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kind, committed to the tuition of his provi- 
dence. : 
2. The fecond reafon why God fo peculiarly 
denounces a wo againft the fin of bloodinefs, 
is not only for the malignity of the fin itfelf, 
but alfo for the malignity of thofe fins that al- 
moft always go.in conjunCtion with it, parti- 
cularly for the abhorred fins of fraud, deceit- 
fulnefs and hypocrify. The two great things 
that make fuch a breach upon the peace and 
fettlement of the world, are, force and fraud. 
For all men that are miferable become fo either 
by being driven, or cheated out of their en- 
joyments, Hence the Spirit of God, in Pfalw 
lv. 25. joins the bloody and deceitful man to- 
gether. And does not Chrift himfelf call 
Herod, that murdered John the Baptift, fox; 
a beaft notable for his craft, as well as for fuck- 
ing of blood ? 

__ Hf we look into hiftory, we fhall fcarce find 
any one remarkably cruel, who was not alfo 
noted for his diffimulation. But we need not 
much trouble hiftories; for has not all the 
blcodfhed amongft us, from the blood of the 
Prince, to that of the peafant, iffued from the 
moft devout pretences of reformation? Has 
not the nation been maffacred by fandtified 
murderers, who came into the field mafked 
with covenants and proteftations, quoting fcrip- 
ture while they cut throats, and finging pfalms 
while they plundered towns; deftroying their 
Prince’s armies, and fhogting at. his = 
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while in the mean time they fwore. that they 
fought for him ? 

- But this way and method of proceeding is 
but natural. For men mutt be firft deceived 
out of their guards and defences, before they 
_ can be expofed to the utmoft violences. The 
bird muft be caught in the {nare, and the fith 
beguiled with the bait before they can be 
killed, 

But now there is fcarce any thing that God 
hates more thoroughly, and punifhes more {e- 
verely, than deceit and falfenefs ; for it is moft 
properly a defiance of God; who is always 
either folernnly invoked, or at leaft tacitly fup- 
pofed for the great witnefs of the fincerity of 
men’s dealings; and if men ufe not truth in 
thefe, the great bond of converfe is diflolved. 
__ No wonder therefore if bloodinefs draw after 
it fuch a wo, having always fuch a fin in it’s 
company, and if the curfe falls heavy, being 
procured by two of the greateft fins in the 
clofeft conjunction. - | : 

And thus much fof the fourth particular, 
which was to fhew the feveral ingredients con- 
tained within the compafs or latitude of the 
eurfe or wo here denounced. I defcend 
now to, 


. V. The fifth and laft, which is, to apply 
all to this prefent occafion. a 
- I fhew at the beginning, that ever fince the 
creation of mankind, God has all along mani- 
: fefted 
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fefted fuch a folicitous care for the lives of 
men, the nobleft of all his creatures, that he 
has not fecured them only by fevere laws efta- 
blifhed againft murder, but alfo by making 
kindnefs, mercy, and benevolence a great part 
of religion; and of all other religions, has 
he chiefly wove thefe excellent and benign 
qualities into the very heart.and vital conftitu- 
tion of Chriftianity. By how much the more 
deteftable, and for ever accurfed, muft thofe 
mifcreants appear, who have flurred and be- 
fpattered the beft, the pureft and moft peacea- 
ble of all religions, by entitling it toall the rapines 
they have acted, and all the blood they have 
imbrued their hands in, as fhed by the imme- 
diate impulfe of God’s is and for the de- 
fence and prefervation of religion. How much 
this nation has been concerned in this black 
charge, we need no other argument than this 
fatal day to convince us; on which was ated 
the moft difloyal, barbarous and inhuman 
piece of villainy, and that with all the folemn 
difguifes of piety and religion, that mortal men 
were ever yet guilty of, fince there was fuch 
a thing as fovereignty acknowledged, or fuch 
a thing as religion profeffed upon the face of 
the earth. | 

But to fhow further how clofe and home the 
fubject matter of the text eomes to the bufinefs 
of this annual folemnity, we will furvey the 
correfpondence that is between them, as to the 
three main things contained in the aie 
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xf, The firft was a charge of unjuft effufion 
of blood. The fecond was the end or de- 
fign for which it was fhed, namely, the fetting 
up of a Government. And the third and laft 
was a wo or curfe denounced againft the perfon 
that endeavours to eftablifh himfelf by fucha 
courte. : 
_ As for the firft, we muft know, that all 
unjuft bloodfhed is twofold. 1. Either publick, 
and acted dy and upon a community, as in a war. 
Or, 2. Perfonal, in the affaffination of any par- 
ticular man. . 3 

__ x. As for that which is publick ; it 1s as cer- 
tain, that he who takes away a man’s life in 


@ war, commenced upon an unjuft caufe, and - 


without juft authority, is as truly a murderer, 
as he that enters his neighbour’s houfe, and 
there ftabs him within his own walls. And as 
for the late war, upon the account of all laws, 
both of God and man, whether we refpect the 
caufe for which it was raifed, which was, the 
removal of grievances, where there were none, 
or the perfons that carried it on, who were 
fubjects armed againft their Prince, it was in 
all the parts and circumftances of it a perfect, 
open and moft barefaced rebellion. For not all 
the Cafuins, Bezas, Knoxes, Buchanans, or 
Par@us’s in Chriftendom, with all their prin- 
ciples of Anarchy and Democracy, fo ftudioutfly 
maintained in their refpeCtive writings, can by 
any folid reafon make out the Jawfulnefs of 
fubjects taking arms againft their Prince. F . 
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if government be the effect and product of 
reafon, it is impoffible for difobedience to 
found itfelf upon reafon: and therefore our 
rebels found it necefiary to baulk and decry 
this, and to fetch a warrant for all their villai- 
‘nies from extafy and infpiration. But befides, 
if we tranflate the whole matter from the me- 
rit of the caufe to that of the — no peo-~ 
ple under heaven had lefs ground to complain of, 
much lefs to fight againft their Prince, than the 
Englifh then had, who at that time fwimmed 
in a full enjoyment of all things but a thankful 
mind; no Prince’s reign having ever put fub- 
jects into a condition {fo like that of Princes, 
as the peaceable part of the reign of King 
Charles the Firft: which indeed was the true 
caufe that made them kick at thofe breafts that 
fed them, and ftrike at that Royal Oak under 
whofe fhadow they enjoyed fo much eafe, 
plenty, and profperity. 

2. The other fort of unjuft bloodthed is, 
the affaffination of particular perfons: and had 
not our. blood-fuckers their flaughter-houfes 
and courts of mock-juftice, as well as the high- 
places of the field, to act their butcheries upon? 
Strafford and Canterbury lead the way, both 
as forerunners of, and introductions to the fhed- 
ing of a more facred blood, the ftain of which 
will dye the Englith calendar for ever, and the 
cry of which fober perfons much fear continues 
fill, and rings aloud in heaven, whatfoever arts 
have been ufed, and ftill are, to filence. it here 
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on earth. For it was the blood of one, who 
had thofe two things eminently in conjunéti- 
on, either of which alone fhould be a fufficient. 
fafeguard to the life of him that has them, to. 
wit, innocence and fovereignty. For inno- 
cence ought to protect the life of the meaneft 
fubject, and fovereignty to fecure the perfon of 
the higheft criminal. But we {corn that word, 
when we fpeak of this blefled martyr, whofe 
virtues were larger than his dominions, and 
will make his enemies more infamous than their 
own vices. | | 
Blood therefore we fee has been fhed amon 
us to fome purpofe: the firft in which tl 
text is anfwered by the bufinefs of this day. | 
The fecond was, the end or defign for 
which the blood here fpoken of was fthed, 
namely, the erecting or fetting up of a govern- 
ment. And was not the very fame thing drove 
at by all eur pious murderers? For out of the 
ruins of a glorious church and monarchy, and 
all thofe flaughtered heaps of men facrificed to 
the caufe of loyalty on one fide, and of rebel-. 
lion on the other, did there not at length rife 
up a mif-fhapen monftraus beaft, with many 
heads, called a commonwealth; a-pack of in= 
folent beggarly tyrants, who lorded it as long 


as they were able, till at length they were 


forced to furrender and pafs over all their ufurp- 
ed power intothe hands of their great Beelzebub, 
the prime rebel and regicide, by whom they: 


had done all their mighty works? And ‘fo. 


their 
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their commonwealth wheeled about again into 
a monarchy. All thofe rivulets of tyranny (as 
% were) emptying and difcharging themfelves 
into that great gulph or dead-fea of all bafe- 
nefs, cruelty and hypocrify: a fellow that had 
torn and trampled upon all thofe obligations, 
either civil or facred, by which human fociety 
does fubfift ; who, by abufing religion, break- 
ing oaths, mocking of God, and murdering his 
Prince, at length grafped the fovereign power 
of thefe three kingdoms, and then called him- 
felf their Protector, with the fame truth and 
propriety that a wolf or a bear may be faid to 
protect the flocks they worry and tear in pieces, 

So then, the parallel we fee holds good thus 
far; that our villains reared themfelves a go- 
‘vernment by the blood they fhed, as well as 
thofe mentioned by the prophet in the text. 

And now, in the third and laft place, 
Have they not, think we, alfo as full a right 
and title to the wo and curfe there denounced 
in the fame words? Yes, afluredly ; there be- 
ing no perfons under heaven that more deferved 
to drink off the very dregs of God’s vengeance, 
and to empty all his quivers, than thefe mon- 
fters did. | | 

As for the curfe that befel thefe bloody 
builders of government, I fhew, that it mani- 
fefted itfelf eminently in two refpects. 

1. In the fhortnefs of the government fo 
fet up. And was it long that thefe murderers 
of their Prince poffeffed the government they- 

| fo 
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fo ufurped? Within five years their infant com- 
monwealth expired; and in five, years more 
Cromwell’s mufhroom monarchy was at an 
end, in {pite of all the prophecies of thofe 
impoftors, that would lengthen out his life 
and government out of Daniel and the Reve- 
lations, telling him, that there was thirty years 
more generation-work (as they canted it) cut 
out for him; and that it was contrary to the 
methods of providence, having raifed up fuch 
an extraordinary inftrument, to lay him afide, 
till he had finifhed his work. But God, who 
underftood his own counfels better than fuch. 
faucy interpreters, knew that this wretch had 
difturbed the world too long already; and fo 
in his good time fent him to his own place. 
_ 2. Another part of the curfe attending the 
bloody raifers of government, was, the gene- 
ral hatred that always follows fuch perfons. 
And of this I think our ufurpers had as large 
a portion.as ever light upon the heads of mor- 
tal men. For in the moft flourifhing eftate of: 
all their greatnefs they were encompafied with 
curfes, as well as armies; men being fcarce 
able to keep down the inward boilings of re- 
venge, and to reftrain their tongues and hands 
from miniftring to that fullnefs of hatred that 


Swelled within their hearts. Men hated them: 
even in the behalf of human nature, and for | 


the vindication of common humanity.. And 
full fo much and fo juftly abhorred are they, 


that all the pardons and indulgences, all the © 
; | good, 
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good words, all the great offices and pre- 
ferments, that can be beftowed upon them, 
will never to able to fweeten their memory, 
nor refcue them from the deteftation of all 
fober perfons, and true lovers of their cotin« 
try. And the truth is, to {peak the {everett 
words of thefe vipers, is not (as fome call it) 
a facrificing to any perfonal heat, or private 
revenge; but a real ferving of the publick 
intereft of fociety, and the doing an act of 
mere charity to the innocent and to pofterity, 
who, by hearing with what abhorrence fuch 
mifcreants are mentioned, wil dread the 
imitation of thofe villainies, that have de- 
rived fuch an odium and infamy upon the 
actors of them. Nor can I think that any 
one can concern himfelf againft the ripping 
up of the bafenefs of the King’s murderers, 
even in the harfheft, that is, the moft proper 
terms, but fuch as have been either the rela- 
tions, officers, or fervants of that grand regi- 
cide, and confequently, whofe unlimited 
Puritan-confciences will equally ferve them 
to act and thrive under any government 
whatfoever. eG 

But it is well that there is a punifhment 
for villains in the general hatred of mankind; 
and this is the lot, this the punifhment of 
our rebels: but as for any other penalties, 
that ufe to defcend upon traitors and mur- 
derers, from the hand of human vengeance, 
thefe they have for the moft part efcaped, as 
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having rebelled under a lucky ftar, which 

has profpered their villainies, and fecured their 
perfons, in this world, till the Great Judge 

of all things fhall recognize the caufe of a-" | 
bufed majefty and religion, in another, and 

there award fuch a fentence upon the viola- 

tors of them, as fhall demonftrate to men 

_ and angels, that verily God is righteous ; 
doubtle{s there is a God that judgeth the world : 


To whom be rendered and afcribed, as 
is moft due, all praife, might, majefty 
and dominion, both now and for ever- 
more. Amen. 
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i Joun i 8. latter part. 


For this purpofe the Son of God was 
manifefted, that be might deftroy 
the works of the devil. 


BNHERE is nothing that contributes 
fo much to the right underftanding 
| of the nature of any thing or action, 
as a true notion of the proper end and defign 
of it; the ignorance of which bereaves man- 
kind of many of the bleffings of heaven; be- 
caufe oftentimes while they enjoy the thing, 
they yet miftake it’s ufe; and fo pervert thé 
intentions of mercy, and become miferablé 
amidft the very means of happinefs. 
Certainly therefore it concerns mefi inf« 
nitely, not to entertain an error about the 
greateft of God’s favours, and the very mafter- 
piece of his goodnefS, the fending of his Son 
into the world. The meaning of which 
providence, fhould we mifconftnie, we fhould 
fruftrate our grand and laft remedy, and pe- 
_rifh, not for want, but for mifapplication of 
es F 2 thie 
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the means of life. Wherefore this divine 
apoftle, who had been honoured with fo near 
an admittance into his mafter’s mind, and 
lain fo familiarly in the bofom of truth, en- 
deavours to give the world a right informa- 
tion about this fo great and concerning affair 
in this chapter, and os in thefe words; 
in which we have thefe two parts, _ 


' T. An account of Chrift’s coming into the 
world, in this expreffion ; The Son of God 
was manifefied, | 7 

II. The end and defign of his coming ; 
which was to deffroy the works of the devil. 


I. As for the firft of thefe, the manifefta- 
tion of the Son of God, though it principally 
relates to the actual coming of Chrift into the 
world, according to my application of it to 
the prefent purpofe, yet it is a term of a 
larger comprehenfion ; and fo ought to carry 
our notice both to paflages before and after 
his nativity. For as in the coming of a Prince, 
_or great perfon, to any place, the pomp of 
harbingers and meffengers is as it were fome 
appearance of him before he is feen; fo 
Chrift declared himfelf at vaft diftances of 
time, by many femblances and intimations, 
enough to raife, though not to fatisfy the 
world’s expectation. 
~ We thall find him firft exhibited in pro- 
‘mifes, and thofe as early as the firft need of 


a Saviour, 


2 
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# Saviour, even immediately after the fall; 
dy fuch an hafty provifion of mercy, that 
there might be no dark interval between 
ynan’s mifery and his hope of recovery, 
Gen. iii. 17. The feed of the woman fhall break 
che ferpent’s bead. He wasafterwards further 
fhadowed out in types and facrifices, and 
fuch other emblems and arts of fignification; 
fill with this method of proceeding, that the 
ananifeftation brightned and grew greater and 
greater, according to the nearer and nearer 
approach of the full difcovery. 

He that at firft was known only as the feed 
of the woman, was in procefs of time known 
to be the feed of Abraham, Gen. xxii. 18. 
And after that, the feed of David, in J/a. xi. 1. 
And from thence proceeding to greater par- 
ticularities relating to the manner of his com- 
ing, he was known to be born of a virgin, 
a. vii. 14. And for the place where; to be 
dborn at Bethlem, Micah v.2. And for his 
perfon and condition, that he thould ée ¢ maz 
of forrows, Va. lui. 3. And that be fhould 
juffer and die for fin, ver. 8, That he fhould 
rife again, P/al, xvi, 10. That he fhould 
-afcend into heaven, and lead captivity cap- 
tive, &c. Pfalm \xvili. 18. That he fhould 
seign till he had fubdued his enemies, and. 
faw the world brought under him, Pfa/. cx. 1. 
Thus, by a continual gradation, the promife 
advanced itfelf with further fteps and en~ 
greales, fhining moye and more unto a per- 
Y3 feck 
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fe& day; difplaying frefh and fuller dif. 
coveries through the feveral ages of the 
world ; every new degree of manifeftati- 
on being a mercy great enough to oblige an 
age. | 

But when at length prophecy ripened into 
event, and fhadows gave way, upon the actu- 


al appearance of the fubftance, in the birth of 


Chrift, yet then, though the Son of God 
could be but once born, he ceafed not to be 
frequently manifefted: there was a choir of 
angels to proclaim his nativity, and a new ftar 
to be his herald ; the wifemen of the Eaft 
came to worfhip a new Sun, where they faw 
and acknowledged the firft miracle of his 
birth, a {tar appearing, when the fun was up, 
‘When he difputed with the doctors, every 
argument was a demonftration of his Deity ; 
and during the whole courfe of his miniftry, 
all the mighty works he did were further 
manifeftations of a divine nature wrapped up 
jn the flefh ; even his death proved, that there 

was fomething in him that could not die; 
and the very effects of mortality, by a ftrange 
antiperiftafis, declared him to be immortal, 
1 Pet, iil. 18. Put to death in the flefh, but 
gusckned by the fpirit, And laftly, after all 
this, the ‘perfection and height of evidence 
fhone forth in the ftupendious paflage of his 
refurrection; in which, according to the 
apoftle Paul’s phrafe, Rom.i.4. Hewas declared 
to be the Son of God with power. God made 
| i 
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it his bufinefs to fhew him publickly, to hold 
him up to be feen, admired and believed in. 
Every thing that concerned him was writ in 
capital letters, and fuch as might not only 
entertain, but help the fight. 

Now upon the ftrength of this confidera- 
tion it is, that we pronounce the Jews inex- 
cufable, for perfifting in their unbelief. Con- 
cerning which as we are to obferve, that in 
order to the convincing of men’s belief, it is not 
only required that the propofition, propofed 
to be believed, e in zt/elf true, but that it 
alfo appear fuch ; fo Chrift, tocomply with 

the ftricteft methods of human reafon, afferted 
-his being the Son of God, with fuch invinci- 
ble arguments, that he was manifefted to be 
fo; yea, and to that degree, that the Jews 
rejection of him is not {tated upon ignorance, 
or the caufe of it want of evidence in the 
thing that they were to know; but upon the 
malice and depravation of their wills acting 
counter to their knowledge, in fobn xv. 24. 
If I bad not done amongft them the works which 
no other man did, they had not had fin: But 
now they have both feen and hated both me and 
my Fatber,, It was not a blind hatred, they 
faw well enough what they did; they had an 
open, as well as an evil eye; a refalved ob- 
baa to out+look the fun, and out-ftare the 
ight. | 
7 °F or fo was Chrift, he was the light of tle 
world ; and nothing is more manifeft or vift- 
| } 4 ble 
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ble than that which manifefts both itfelf and 
all things elfe ; and needs no invitation to ‘the 
eye, but will certainly enter, unlefs it be fors 
cibly kept out. 

But they were purpofed not to believe their 
eyes, to queftion whether it was day when 
the fun fhined; to doubt whether A that 
did the works of God, was fent by God; 
whether miracles could prove any thing, or 
figns could fignify : and laftly, whether he, 
that fulfilled all prophecies, was intended by 
them. It is clear therefore, that the Jews 
rejected the Son of God, not becaufe he was 
not manifefted, but becaufe they delighted ta 
be ignorant, and to be Scepticks and unbe- 
Jievers even in {pite of evidence. : 

And thus much for the firft thing, the ma- 
-nifeftation of the Son of God: pafs we now 
to the next, which is, the end of his. mani- 
feftation, that be might deftroy the works of the 
devil, | 

In the profecution of which I fhall firft 
fhew, 1. what were thofe works of the. de- 
vil that the Son of God deftroyed: 2. and 
fecondly, the means and ways by which he 
deftroyed them. | 
_ q. For the firft of thefe. Ireduce the works 
of the devil, deftroyed by the manifeftation of 
the Son of God, tothefe three. 1. Delufion, 
a. Sin. 3. Death. 
‘ ‘There is a natural coherence and concate- 
- pation between thefe ; for fin being a voluns 
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fary action, and fo the iffue of the will, pre- 

_ fuppofes a default in the underftanding, which 
‘was to conduct the will in it’s choices : and 
then when the delufion and inadvertency of 
the underftanding has betrayed the will to 
fin, the confequent and effect of fin is death. 
‘Chrift therefore that came to repair the 
breaches, and to cure the miferies of human 
nature, and to redeem it fram that frenzy into 
which it had caft itfelf, defigns the removal 
and conqueft of all thefe three. 

 y. And firft for delufion. The devil, as his 
-mafter-piece and firft art of ruining mankind, 
was bufy to fow the feeds of error and fallacy, 
in the guide of action, their underftanding. 
And furely he has not gained higher trophies 
.over any faculty of man’s nature than this. 
For where, upon a furvey of the world ly- 
ing under-Gentilifm, can we find truth even 
in principles of fpeculation, but much le(fs in 
thofe of practice ? 

As for the firft fundamental thing, the ori- 
ginal of nature, and the begmning of the 
world ; what diffonant and various opinions 
may we find, and confonant in nothing but 
_ their abfurdity ? Some will not allow it to 
have had any beginning : others refer it to 
accident, .And thofe who acknowledge it to 
have been efficiently framed and produced by 
an infinite eternal mind, yet aflert the matter 
and rude chaos.out of which he framed it, :to 
~ have been as old, -or rather as eternal as the 

: artificer. 
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artificer. Thus ridiculoufly making two eter= 
nals, and one of them infinitely imperfect ; 
whereas the very notion of eternity, and felf- 
exiftence, purfued into it’s due confequences, 
muft of neceffity infer an infinite perfection 
in all other refpects whatfoever. For all im- 
perfection and finitenefs proceeds from the 
reftraint of a fuperior caufe ; and what caufe 
could limit that which had no caufe ; and 
keep that which had it’s being from itfelf, 
from having all the perfections of being ? 
And: for the principles of practice they 
were equally ridiculous and uncertain. Some 


fixed the chief good of man in pleafure, 


fome in contemplation, and fome thruft the 
means into the place of the end, and made 


the chief good of man to a virtuoufly ;. 


whereas indeed the chief good was to enjoy 
God, and the way to attain it was to act 
virtuoufly. And then if you would know 
what they underftood by acting virtuoufly, 
you would find them ftating the rates of vir- 
tue fo, that many actions were taken into 


\ that number, which. we account vicious and 


unwarrantable. Ambition was an excellent 
thing among{t them, and an infatiable defire 
of honour a current virtue. Luft, if it did 
not proceed to adultery, that is, to a down- 


right aét of injuftice, was accounted a very 


innocent and allowable recreation. In a word, 
they were at an infinite lofs where to ftate 
the ground and reafen of men’s actions, and 
| | all 
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all their practical maxims were deficient at 
leaft, if not unjutt. 

And for thofe that acknowledged God, 
for the end of all that they were to do, yet 
did they purfue the enjoyment of that end 
by means any ways fuitable or proportionable 
to it? Did they worfhip him as God? No, 
we know, that they waxed vain tn their ima- 
ginations, and their foolifh heart was darkned : 
they changed the glory of the eternal, all-wife, 
incorruptible God, into the images of filly, 
finful, mortal men; nay, and what is yet 
more incredible and intolerable, into the fimi- 
litude of beafts and fowls, and creeping 
things. All this time worfhipping the works 
of their own hands, or at leaft ufing them as 
inftruments of worfhip and proper convey- 
ances of divine adoration to God himfelf, 
held forth to them by fuch ways of repre- 
{entation ; which was a great abfurdity in 
reafon, a great impiety in religion, and an 
horrible injury and affront to the Deity ; for 
could any thing be more injurious, than that 
men fhould take their notions of God from 
fuch refemblances ; and then deprefs their 
religious worfhip ef him to the proportion of 
thofe notions ? 

Now all this was done by the wifeft of 
the heathens, by the philofophers, the fages; 
the governors and teachers of the reft of the 
world; and if thefe could fo degenerate and 
ride down their reafon to fuch a ftrange 

2 weaknels 
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weaknefs and deception; what can’ we 
think of the rout and the vulgar, who could 
not falve their idolatry with art and diftinc-. 
tion? They certainly were in outer darknefs, 
in fuch thick darknefs as might be felt. 
Their priefts images were their realities ; and 
what they faw with their eyes they wor- 
fhipped with their heart, thinking of no 
other Deity but what fhined upon them in 
the golden ftatue, or the curious picture ; 
ftill raifing their devotion, as the {kill of the 
graver had advanced the object. 
- But then, fince the exercife of virtue is 
not to be bound upon men’s confciences, 
(at leaft refpecting the generality of men) 
but by hopes and fears grounded upon the 
propofal of future rewards and punifhments ; 
if we look further and confider how they 
acquitted themfelves in giving an account of 
thefe to the world, we need require no fur- 
ther account of the error and delufion under 
which the devil had fealed them. All the 
reward they propofed to virtue, even in it’s 
greateft aufterities, felf-denials, and forbear- 
ances, was to live for ever in the Elyfian 
fields. A goodly reward mdeed; a man 
muft forego many of his pleafures, defy his 
‘clamorous appetites, and fubmit to many in- 
conveniences in purfuing the rigzdum bonef- 
tum, the harfhneffes of virtue. And after- 
terwards for all this we fhall be gratified 
with taking a tura now and then in a fair 
meadow, . 

And 


SERMON II. 77 


And then the punifhments they defigned 
for ill lives were no ways inferior in point of 
unlikelihood and abfurdity : As the filling of 
tubs full of holes, which let out the water 
as faft as it was poured nm. The — of a 
great ftone up a fteep mountain, which per- 
petually returned back upon the perfon that 
forced it upwards. The being whipt with 
friakes by three furies. The being bound 
hand and foot upona rock, and having one’s 
liver gnawed by a vultur; full growing 
and renewing itfelf according as it was de- 
voured. Thefe and fuch like old wives, 
or old poet’s fables, they amufed the world 
withal : which could keep no body that was 
witty from being wicked : all awe and dread 
vanifhing upon the difcovery of fuch ill con- 
trived cheats, fuch thin and tranfparent fal- 
lacies. | 
' Yet this was the ceconomy of the religion 
of the Gentiles before the coming of the 
Meffiah : and for that little handful of men, 
that God chofe from the reft of the world, 
to impart his law to them, the church of the 
Jews: even this, fometimes before the birth 
of Chrift, was like an enclofed garden over- 
min with weeds, the very influences it 
lived under being noxicus -and peftilential. 
Their fountains were potfoned: their teachcrs 
were only fo many authertick perverters of 
the law: fo many doctors of herefy and im- 
morality ; abufing the authority of Motes 
7 while 
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while they fat. in his: chair. So that theré 
wasa kind of univerfal error and delufion, 
and that in matters of the greateft importance, 
fpread over all nations; by that diligent inde- 
tigable enemy of truth and mankind the de- 
vil. This being his ground-work to delude 
men’s apprehenfions, that fo he might com- 
mand their fervices: and {o blind wastheir eyes, 

that he might lead them whither he would. 
2. The 2d great work of the devil to be 
deftroyed by the manifeftation of the Son of 
God, was fin. It.were a fad ftory to give a 
full account of this. For the truth is, the 
devil deceived men only fot this caufe, to 
make them finful. And fuch was his curfed 
fuccefs in this attempt, and the vile fertility of 
this ill thing brought by him into the world, 
that it conveyed a general infection into all 
the faculties of man : fo that at length the 
thoughts of his heart were evil, and only evil, 
and that continually, Gen, vi. 5. It had fo 
corrupted and fouled the world, that it put 
God to attempt the cleanfing of it by a de- 
luge. But neither fo was the work effected ; 
for after fo many finners were cafhiered, yet 
fin {till furvived, and grew and multiplied, 
like a plant rather watered only than drown- 
ed; thriving and encreafing as faft as thofe 
that peopled the world, by a commiffion and 
command from heaven. _ 
It would be a fearful fight to fee thofe fins 
that have ftained man’s nature, ranked into 
| 2 their 
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their feveral kinds and degrees, and difplayed 
in their filthy colours: to fee one nation 
branded with one vice, another nation noto- 
rious for another ; and each in fome degree 
tainted with all. St. John tells us, That the 
whole world les in wickednefs, 1 John v. 19. 
And St. Paul gives us a large account of the 
vices of the Gentile world, in Rom. i. from 
the 26th verfe to the end of the chapter. 
They were pofiefied with vile affections, 
acted by unnatural lufts, delivered over to 
a reprobate mind, being filled with all un- 
righteoufnefs, fornication, wickednefs, co- 
vetoufnefs, malicioufnefs, full of envy, 
murder, debate, deceit, mialignity, &c.’ 
And for a concluding epiphonema, it is faid 
of them in the laft verfe, That knowing the 
judgment of God, that they which commit fuch 
things are worthy of death, not only do the 
fame, but have pleafure in thofe that do them. 
And certainly for men to take pleafure not 
only in their own fins, but alfo in the fins of 
other men is the very height and perfection 
of an overgrown impiety: yet thus far were 
they arrived. Every one delighted to fee the 
fin of his own temper and practice exem- 
plified, and fo in a manner countenanced by 
another man’s behaviour: to fee himfelf 
tran{cribed, and his vice propagated into the 
“manners of thofe that were about him. 
And to proceed further, their vice did not 
only reign in their ordinary converfe, but alfo 
he got 
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got into their divine worfhip : and as before 
¥ thew that they worfhipped their Gods ido- 
latroufly and foolifhly ; fo their hiftories tel] 
us that they worfhipped them alfo vicioufly : 
revels, drunkennefs, and lafcivioufnefs, were 
the peculiar homage and religious fervice that 
they perfor to them. What were their 
Bacchanalia but folemn debauches in honour 
of a drunken deity? And the rites of their 
Bona Dea, in which Publius Clodius was de- 
prehended under the habit of a woman, were 
tranfacted with fo much filth and villainous 
impurity, that they are fcarce to be thought 
of without a trefpafs upon modefty. Now 
certainly if thefe courfes could propitiate or 
pleafe their deities, there could be no fuch 
difhonour or defiance to them, as the practices 
of virtue and fobriety. 
_. We fee here to what a maturity fin was 
grown amongit the heathens: and amongft 
the Jews it was not much fhortned in it’s 
progrefs. For what are all the writings of 
the prophets, but fo many loud declara- 
tions of the prevailing fway that fin had a- 
mongft them? How does Efaiah complain, 
that the faithful city was become an harlot ? 
Ifa. i. 21. How does Jeremy bemoan him- 
felf, that he was conftrained to dwell and 
converfe with fo much impiety in chap.1x. 2. 
O that I had in the wildernefs a lodging place 
of wayfaring men, that I might leave my peo- 
ple, and_go from them: fer they be all adulte- 
\ Ters, 
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rérs, an affembly of treacherous men. And a- 
gain, in verfe 4. Take ye heed every one of his 
neighbour, and truft ye not in any brother; for 
every brother will utterly fupplant. It teems 
there was fcarce truth and fincerity enough 
amongft them to ferve the common inter- 
courfes of fociety and human life. The 
truth is, he that fully enlarges himfelf upon 
this theme, mutt be endlefs, and infinite, and 
declaim to eternity. But now when fuch an 
enormous corruption of manners had feized 
upon the church, to whom was committed 
the Jaw of God, and the /ving oracles, and 
all the means of inftruction to piety and vir- 
tue, and whatfoever was excellent; what 
was to be expected, but that God fhould ei- 
ther deftroy, or reform the world ? 

And therefore having pitched upon the 
latter, it was now full time for him to fend 
his Son, to cleanfe this Augean ftable, to 
purge away the drofs of the world; for this 
was the defign of his coming, Mal. iii. 2, 3. 
To be like a refiner’s fire, and like fuller’s foap, 
to purify the fons of Levi, and to purge them 
as gold and fiver; and, if it were poffible, 
to recover the world to it’s former innocence, 
or at leaft to fuch a degree of it, as to break 
the fcepter and kingdom of the wicked one, 
who triumphed in the poffeffion that he had 
got of men’s hearts, by the fin that dwelt 
there, and raged in their lives. 

Would we know the great purpofe that 
brought Chrift out of his Father’s bofom, and 
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clothed him with the infirmities and mean- 
nefles of our nature, and made him fubmit. 
to all the indignities that an ob{cure birth, 
an indigent lif, and an ignominious death 
could bring upon him? Why it was not 
through thefe miferies to acquire a crown, 
and to advance his glory ; for this he had by 
an eternal birthright, beyond any increafe or 
addition; and his glorification did not fa 
much inveft him with any new honoyr, as 
reftore to him his old. 

But all this long and miraculous fcene of 
tranfactions was to redeem poor mortal men 
from the beloved bonds and fhackles of their 
fins, to difenflave them from the tyranny of 
ruling corruptions ; to difpoffefs the ufurper, 
and to introduce the kingdom of God, by — 
fetting it up firft in men’s minds ; to recover 
all their faculties to the liberty of innocencg 
and purity; and fo, in a word, to reftore 
men both to God and to theméelves. 

Now if this were the grand defign of 
Chrift’s coming into the world to conquer 
and deftroy fin ; certainly it concerns us not 
to celebrate the memory of that coming by 
any thing that may contradi& the defign of 
it. ‘To be vain, and diffolute, and intempe- 
rate, are {trange commemorations of his na- 
tivity, who was born into the world to make 
men otherwife. It is indeed fuch a folemni- 
ty as is the proper.and deferved obje&t of our 
joy; but then it is to be fuch a joyas is in 
heaven, of which divine love is the princi-. 

| I. ple, 
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ple, and purity the chief ingredient. And 
thus much for the fecond grand work of the 
devil, which Chrift was manifefted to de» 
ftroy, namely fin. | 

3. The 3d and laft is death, the infepara- 
ble concomitant of the former. This is the 
devil’s trrumphing work, by which he vaunts 
and fhews farth the fpoils of our conquered 
nature, the marks and trophies of his unhap- 
py victory. For fince the firft entrance of 
- fin into the warld, death has dwelt amongft 
us, and continued, and with a perpetual ir- 
refiftible fuccefs prevailed over us. Ram. v. 
12. Sin entred into the world, and death by 

; and fo death paffed upon all men, for that 
fi oat feo oe ak were wel nt the 
fiuice, and death immediately like a mighty 
torrent rufhed in, and overwhelmed the 
world. Or like a commanding enemy it in- 
vaded mankind with a ruining deftructive 
army following it. Plagues, fevers, catarrhs, 
confumptions, fhame, poverty, and infinite 
accidental difafters; and the rear of all 
brought up with death eternal. 

But now Chrift, intending to be a perfect 
Saviour, came to deftroy this enemy alfo; 
for the apoftle tells us in 1 Car. xv. 26. 
that the laft enemy that fhall be deftroyed is 
death. Where yet it is not to be underftood, 
that this benefit of Chrift is to extend to all 
‘men; but to thofe only who fhould believe, 
and be renewed by the Spirit, and become 
the fons of God; thefe are the perfons over 
oe « G 2 awhom 
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whom the fecond death fhall have no power. For 


fince this deliverance proceeds upon the con- 
ditions of faith and obedience, thofe who 
teach not thefe conditions, are not at all con- 
cerned in it ; but remaining in fin, are con- 
figned over to death. But fome will fay, do 
not faints and believers die as well as the 
wicked and unbelievers? I anfwer, that 
though they do, yet the fting of death is 
taken away ; fo that from a curfe, it is made 
a means to tranflate them to a better life; 
and that ficknefs, mifery, or temporal death, 
that has nothing of curfe or punifhment in it, 
but, on the contrary, ends in that that gives 
an end to all mifery, according to the efti- 
mate of God, comes not into the accounts of 
death. And this is fufficient to render Chrift 
_ truly and properly a conqueror of death ; 
that he actually conquers and deftroys it in 
fome, and has it in his power to do it in all 
others, would they but come up to thofe. 
_ terms, upon which only he is pleafed to do it. 

If. And thus I have fhewn whatthofe works 
of the devil are, for the deftruction of which - 
the Son of God was manifefted. I come now 
_ to the laft thing propofed, which is to thew, 
what are the ways and means by which he 
deftroys them. Where we mutt obferve, 
that as thofe works of the devil were three, 
fo Chrit encounters them by thofe three 
diftiné offices belonging to him as mediator. 

1. Asa prophet, he deftroys and removes 
that delufion that had poffeffed the world, 


by 
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by thofe divine and faving difcoveries of truth 
exhibited in the doctrine and religion pro- 
mulged by him. The apoftle tells the Athe- 
nians, that before the coming of Chrift, God 
‘winked at the ignorance and idolatry that had 
blinded the. Gentiles; but after his coming, 
commanded all men every where to repent, 
Acts xvil. 30. And in chap. xiv. 15. he 
tells the men of Lyftra, that the defign of 
his preaching was, that they fhould turn from 
thofe vanities unto the huing God. And ftill 
we find, that according as the gofpel found 
reception and fuccefs, men began to be un- 
deceived, and to-fhake off the yoke of their 
former delufions. In és xix. 19. we find 
that upon the preaching of the gofpel, thofe 
that were addicted to magick and conjurati- 
on, brought their books, though of never 
fo great value, and burnt them publickly, as 
a facrifice to the honour of Chrift, and a fo- 
lemn owning of the efficacy of that religion. 
And again, in 2 Tim. i. 10. the apoftle tells 
us, that it was Chrift that brought hfe and 
immortality to ight. ‘The heathens notion 
about the future eftate of fouls was abfurd 
and. phantaftick:; and that which the Jews 
had was but dim and obfcure: but Chrift _ 
cleared it up to mankind, under evidence and 
demonftration ; he uttered things kept fecret 
from.the foundation of the world-; he unlock- 
ed and opened the cabinet of God’s hidden 
counfels, and: has afforded means to enlarge 
= & - G 3. - men’s 
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men’s knowledge in proportion to their cons 
cernment. | 

In a word, the doctrine of Chrift gives the 
beft account of the nature of God, and of 
the nature of man; of the firft entrance of 
fin into the world, and of it’s cure and ree 
medy: of thofe terms, upon which God will 
tranfact with mankind; and upon which 
men muft approach to God in point of wors 
fhip, and depend upon him in reference to 
rewards. And this is the circle of know, 
ledge neceflary and fufficient to make man 
kind what they fo much defire to be, happy. 
Which if it be fought for any where, but in 
the difcoveries of Chriftianity, it is like feek- 
ing for the living amongft the dead; or the 
~~ expeCtation of a vintage from a field of thif- 
tles. All that the philofophers teach about 
thefe things is either falfity or, conjecture ; 
and fo tends either to make men finful, or 
at the beft unfatisfied. 

But Chrift was to be a light to the Gentiles, 
and there is no cozenage in the light, no fale 
lacy in the day ; wherefoever he fhines mifts 
prefently vanifh, and delufions difappear. 
_ 2. As for the 2d work of the devil, fin, 
this the Son of God deftroyed as a prieft, 
by that fatisfaction that he payed — for 
it; and: by that fupply of that he pur- 
chafed, for the se Ra oe rooting it 
out of the hearts of believers. By the former 
he deftroys the guilt of fin, by the latter the 


power, 
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powér. Chrift when he was in his loweft 
condition, faffering wpon- the crofs as 4 ma- 
lefactot, ever’ then he broke the chief fup- 
port of the devils kingdom, and triumphed 
over his ftrovigeft principality, in cafhiering 
the guilt and lookin the bands of fin by a 
full expiation. : 

Sin that has fo much venom iti it as fo 
poifon a whole creation, to kindle an eternat 
fire, and an unfupporfable wrath, fo thut up 
fire bowéls of an mifinite’ mercy to poor pe- 
rifhing Greatutes, and in’ a word to overturii 
and confound thé wiholé univerfe ; yet being 
oficé fatisfied for it is a weak drid harmilefs 
thirig : it is a lion without teeth, or ¢ fnake 
Without a ftisy. _ 

- But riohe could make it fo but the Son of 
God, thé cternal high Prieft of fouls, who 
éxhdufted thé guilt and full meafure of it’s 
mialignity, by 4: fupdrabundant ranfom given 
for firiners to thie offended juftice of his Father, 
4%. AS for the 3d ard laft work of the de- 
vil, which is déath; this Chrift, as: he is 4 
King, deftroys by his power: for it is. he thae 
bas the keys of life and death, opening where 
hone feats, and butting where none opens: 
this everi: arnérigit mien is the peculiar prero- 
gativé of' printes. At the command of Chrift 
the fea! hail give up it’s dead, the graves hall 
open, and: deliver up their truft ; atid all the 
devourers of nature fhall make a faithful re- 
ftitution, 
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And furely this is that which fhould com- 
fort every Chriftian when he is upon his 
death-bed, and about to lay his head upon a 
pillow of duft, and to take his long fleep, 
that he has the greateft ground in the world. 
to expect that he fhall rife again, if an Omni- 
potence can awaken him, if the eternal Son 
of God can {nap afunder the bonds of death, 
and if the word of the King of kings can give 
him affurance of all this. | 

Chrift has fully finifhed the work for 
which he was manifefted; he has vanquifh- 
ed the devil, beat down all his forts, fru- 
trated his ftratagems ; and fo having deliver-_ 
ed his elect, in fpite of delufion, fin and 
death, and all other deftruétive contrivances 
for the ruin of fouls; as a ‘King and a con- 
queror he is fet down at the right hand of 
the moft High, receiving the homage of 
praifes and hallelujahs from faints and angels, 
who are continually faying, Bleffing, honour, 
glory and power, be unto him that fitteth 
upon the throne, and unto the Lamb, for 


ever and ever. 


To whom with the Father, and the 
holy Ghoft, do we alfo render and 
afcribe, as is moft due, all praife, 
might, majefty and dominion, beth 
now. and for ever. Amen. 
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And when Herod the king heard thefe 
things, he was troubled, and all 
Ferufalem with him. 


“4 HOUGH all the works of God, 
| } even the moft common, and fuch 
| as every day meet our fenfes in the 
ordinary courfe ‘of nature, carry in them a 
grandeur and magnificence great enough to 
entertain the obfervation of the moft curious, 
and to raife the admiration of the moft know- 
ing ; yet it has ftill been the method of di- 
vine providence to point out extraordinary 
events and paflages with fome peculiar cha- 
racters of remark; fach as may alarm the 
minds, and engage the eyes of the world, in 
amore exact obfervance of, and attention to, 
the hand of God, in fuch great changes. 
And very obfervable it is, that the alteration 
of ftates and kingdoms, the rife and diffolu- 
tion of governments, the birth and death of 
~. perfons eminent. in their generations, — 
: | TOF 
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for the moft part been fignalized with fome 
unufual phenomena in nature ; fometimes in 
the earth, fomefimes in the fea, and fome- 
times in the heavens themfelves: God there- 
. by thewing that the great affairs of thé world 
proceed not without his own particular no- 
tice; and therefore certainly ought much 
more to challenge ours. And of this me- 
thod of providence, as the reafon on God’s 
part cannot but be moft wife, fo om man’s 
(the more is our juft fhame) it is no lefs 
than neceflary : for that natural proftenefs in 
moft men to irréligion, feerns to gather 
ftrength from nothing more than from an 
Gbférvation of the conflant uninterrupted 
courté of nature, frora which fome are but 
too ready to think, whatfoever they fpeak, 
that nature is it’s own: god, becaufe they ne= 
ver fee controled ; that things always were; 
and always will be, as now they are; arid, 
HY @ word,, that the world is ‘unchangeable, 
when they do not fee it. changed. 
therefore is fometimes: pleafed: to interpofe 
with an high hand; to vary the ufwab 
eourfe of nature,. thereby to convince mans 
kind, that this. great fabrick is not an‘ auto 
- ‘naton, fo as to move itfelf;, nor yet unar- 
countable, for-as to: acknowledge. no faperior 
law: but that it ats, of is rather acted by 
that eternal: Spirit, and governed by that ak. 
‘mighty arid allwife Artificer,. that can: ordér; 
govern,. tranfpofe, and, if otcafion: — 
_ take 
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take afunder the parts of it, as in his infinite 
wifdom he fhall judge fit. 

But of all the ftrange paffages and pro- 
divies by which God introduced great per- 
fons into the world, none were fo notable as 
thofe that uthered in the nativity of this glori« 
ous firft-born of the creation, our bleffed Sa- 
yiour, And indeed great reafon it was, that 
he that was Lord of heaven fhould have his 
defcending into the flefh graced and owned 
with the teftimonies of ftars and angels, one 
fhining and the other finging at fo great a 
bleffing coming upon mankind. According 
ly sis ceasaeli in this chapter makes it his 
defign and bufinefs to recount fome of thofe 
notable circumftances that attetided out Sa- 
viour’s birth, which we may reduce to thefe 
two heads. : | : 


—L. The folemn addrefs and homage made 
to him by the wifemen of the eaft, 
II. Herod’s behaviour thereupon, 


For the firft of thefe, there are in this ge- 
netal paffage thefe particulars confiderable. 
- 3. Who and what thofe wifemen were, 
2. From whence they came. | 
‘i 3- About what time they came to Jerue 


_ 4» What that ftar was that appeared to 


“5. How 
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5. How they could colleét our Saviour’s 
birth by that ftar. : 

Of each of which in their order. 

1. And firft for the firft of thefe. The 
perfons here rendered wz/emen (and that cer- 
tainly with great truth and judgment) are in 
the Greek termed pelo, and in the Latin 
magi. The origination of which word fome 
take from the Hebrew radix, fignifying 
in the participle Benoni in Hiphil, one 
that meditates or mutters. Some from a 
Syro-arabick word, ‘fignifying explrare or 
ferutari. Others from a Perfian word, but 
what that word is none pretends to know: 
. though fince it is probable that thefe magi 
did firft exift amongft the Perfians, it is alfo 
not improbable but that both name and thing 
might have their original in the fame place. : 

As for the ufe of the word it is different. 
At firft it was taken, doubtlefs, not only in an 
honeft, bnt.alfo in an honourable fenfe ; and 
the magia of the ancient was nothing elfe 
but a profound infight into all truth, natural, 
political, and divine. So that Suidas gives 
this account gf the word, palo: awape. Titp- 
cas ob Piroroher, they were the Perfian phi- 
lofophers. And that they were divines.alfo, _ 
is clear, for Xenophon in his 8th book, 
weps Kugs aoudéies, commends the piety of 
Cyrus and his care of religion, for his ap- 
pointing magi to prefide in their facred chairs, 
and to manage the offering of facrifices, rérs. 

Wpuroy 
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mputoy xolesaonoay ob pecclos Uevew res Oczs, &cc, 
And that this alfo was a name given to fuch 
as were {killed in politick matters is no lefs 
evident ; for the great counfellors of the Per- 
fian kings were called magi; and Cicero af- 
firms, in his 3d book De Natura Decorum, 
that none was ever admitted to the Perfian 
throne, but fuch as had been thoroughly in- 
{tructed and trained up by thefe magi. For, 
as Plato fays in his Alcibiades, it was their 
work, Bacirme diddéoxeyv, to teach and inftil 
into them the arts of government. 

Now this difcourfe is only to fhew, that 
the acception of the word amongft the Greeks 
and Latines, and other modern languages 
that fpeak after them, by which magus fig- 
nifies no better than a wizard or conjurer, is 
through abufe and degeneration: the ill prac- 
tices of fome who wore this name, having 
by little and little difgraced the name itfelf 
into a bad fenfe. , 

As for the acception of it here by our evan- 
gelift, I doubt not but it is in a good fenfe, 
and that the perfons here fpoken of were 
great {cholars, men well ftudied in the works 
of nature, and probably moft feen in the 
myfteries of aftrology, the chief and princi- 
pal part of the eaftern learning. For the 
proof of which this obfervation is very con- 
fiderable, that the word palo: applied to the 
Latines, Greeks, or Egyptians themfelves, is 
for the moft part ufed in a bad fenfe; but 
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the fame authors applying it to the Chaldeans 
and Perfians intend it in a good, and that 
thefe men mentioned by the evangelift were 
Perfians, fhall prefently be made at leaft very 
probable. : 

As for the condition and quality of thefe 
magi or wifemen, fome contend, though I 
think more eagerly than conclufively, that 
they were kings, And for the proof of it 
alledge feveral places of fcripture ; as firft, 
that of Pfal, xxii. 10. The kings of Tarfhifh 
and of the iftes foall bring prefents; the kings 
of Sheba and Seha fhall offer gifts. But what 
is this to thofe who came not from Tarfhifh 
nor from Sheba, but from Perfia, as fhall be 
made appear hereafter? Befides, that thofe 
words are literally fpoke of Solomon, in whom 
they were eminently fulfilled ; for we know 
what commerce he had with thofe parts, and 
we have alfo a full rehearfal of the great vifit 
rep made him by the queen of Sheba. 

ey alledge alfo that place in [asah |x. 
3: The Gentiles fhall come to thy hght, and 
kings to the glory of thy rifing ; with other 
fiach texts, whieh they call proofs; though 
fo unconclufive and impertinent to the mat- 
ter in hand, that they prove nothing but the 
folly and abfurdity of thofe that alledge them, 
To the whole matter therefore I anfwer, 
that it is moft improbable that thefe men 
were kings ; and that the behaviour of He- 
rod and the: Jews toward them, feems ~ 
Fee | y 
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dy to evince fo much. For there was no 


mention of any pompous kingly reception, 
but on the contrary, he treats them as | 
rigufly as he would have done his fervants or 
his footmen, in verfe 8. And he fent them 
to Bethlem and faid, go fearch diligently for 
the young child, and when ye have found 
him bring me word again, Which furely 
founds not like language fit to befpeak princes 
in. Thofe indeed whofe chief religion is to 
rebe] againft princes, might poffibly talk. to 
them alfo at this rate, but it is not to be ima- 
gined that the reft of the world were yet ar- 
rived to this perfection. 

It is eyident therefore that Herod received 
them not as kings, no nor with that refpect 
that is due to the embafladors of kings; but 
rather as any of our inferior magiftrates would 
now-a-days receive fome Polonian or Hun- 
garian, that fhould come to him about a 
brief or fora licence to thew fome ftrange 
eutlandith feats upon a ftage. 

But Jaftly. This 1s an undeniable argu 
ment that they were not kings, that the 
eyangelift is thus filent of it. For fince it is 
manifeft that his defign was to fet. forth 
Chrift’s birth, and to render it as notable 
and confpicuous as he could from thofe. paf- 
fages that did attend it; it is not imaginable 
that he woyld have omitted this, that would 
have added fo much of luftre and credit to 
it.in the eyes of the world. The nies 
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of it is indeed fo hugely improbable, that 
all things confidered it may almoft pafs for 
impofhble.. 7 | 

' 2. The fecond thing here propofed to our 
confideration was the p/ace from whence thefe 
wifemen came. The evangelift defcribes it 
only by: a general term, “Aw avajoawy, from 
the eaft. But the eaft is of a large compafs, 
and therefore we may well direct our enqui- 
ries to fomething that is more particular. _ 

Some therefore are of opinion, that thefe 
wifemen came from Arabia, and that part 
of it that is called Arabia Felix, which lay 
eaftward to Jerufalem ; efpecially fince their 
‘Peo confifted of gold, myrrh and fran- 

incenfe, the proper commodities of thofe 
places: for Arabia afforded gold, and the ad- 
joining Sabea afforded plenty of all manner 
of fpicesand perfumes. 

Others there are that afhrm thefe wifemen 
to have come from Chaldea or Affyria. 

I fhall not trouble myfelf to produce or 
confute the feveral reafons upon which either 
of thefe opinions are built; but briefly give 
my reafons why neither of them can be ad- 
mitted. 

For the firft. They could not come from 

Arabia, becaufe there never was in Arabia 
any fort or fect of men known or diftin- 
puifhed by the name of magi; and there- 
ore to bring thefe men from Arabia were al- 

together as abfurd, as if in ftory we fhould 
bring 
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bring the Brachmans or Indian philotuvhers 
from the Orcades, or the Druids from A- 
merica. 

And as for that een that the miatcrials 
of their prefents were the native commodities 
of thofe regions, it proves nothing ; fince 
other countries afforded them befides, and 
however might have them otherwife by im- 
portation. And when men make prefe nts, 
they do not always pitch unon fuch things 
as grow in their own countries, but upon the 
beft and richeft that they ge in heir pof~ 
feffion. 

In the next place for Afiyria or Chaldea: 
they could not come from thence neither, 
for as much as they lay northwards to Jerufa- 
lem: fo that frequently in the prophets when 
God threatens the Jews with an invafion 
from the Affyrians, they are {till called a na- 
tion or army coming from the north, But the 
evangelift exprefly fays, that thefe men came 
aw averoawy from the eaft, to which words 
this opinion is utterly irreconcileable, 

Having thus removed thefe two opinions, 
I judge it moft probable that they came ircm 
Perfia ; which as it is confirmed by the con- 
current teftimonies of the moft eminent di- 
vines both ancient and modern, fo there 
wants not alfo folid reafons to perfuade the 
fame. 

1. The firftt of which fhall be taken from 
this; that this fort of men moft flourifked in 

ae eae 2 Ah Perfia : | 
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Perfia: they were moft famous there. And I 
believe there may. be better arguments 
brought to prove that the mag: had their 
firft rife there, than any can be brought to 
the contrary. 

2. The fecond reafon fhall be taken from 
the fituation of the place, Perfia being fitu- 
ate eaftward to Judea ; fo that it exactly an- 
{wers the words of the evangelift. 

3. The third and laft fhall be taken from 
the manner of their doing homage to Chrift, 
which was that ufed by the Perfians in ex- 
prefiing their homage to kings, namely by 
gifts and prefents. 

Thefe reafons feem probably to evince, 
that thefe magi or wifemen came from Per- 
fia: and we muft know, that in matters of 
this nature, where demontftrations are not to 
be had, probable conjectures, burdened with 
no inconvenient confequences, are the beft ar- 
guments, and fuch asany rational mind may 
well acquiefce in. And thus much for the 
place from whence thefe wifemen came. 

3. The third thing propofed was, the time 
when they came to Jerufalem ; for fome af- 
firm them not to have come to Jerufalem till 
two years after the birth of Chrift, ground- 
ing this their affertion upon what is faid in 
ver. 16. That Herod fent and flew all the chil- 
dren in and about Bethlehem from two years 
old and under, according to the time which be 
kad diligently enquired of the wifemen. 

Whence 
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Whence they infer, Chrift to have beeri two 
years old at the time of the wifemen’s arri- 
val at Jerufalem. But the words of the text 
import the time to have been but very {mall 
between the birth of one and the coming of 
the other ; for it is faid in ver. 1. that when 
fefus was born, behold the wifemen came, 
which word ids, behold, according to the 
phrafe of Scripture, is equivalent with forth- 
with, or prefently, as might be made out by 
fundry parallel places. Befides, that the 
wifemen at their coming found Chrift in 
Bethlehem, where yet it is certain that Jofeph 
and Mary tarried not above forty days, the 
time appointed bythe law for her purificati- 
on; from whence it follows, that the coming 
of the wifemen muft needs have been with- 
in the compafs of thofe forty days. As for 
that argument grounded upon Hered’s kill- 
ing the children of two years old and un- 
der, according to the time of his enquiring 
of the wifemen, the folution of it is very 
eafy, if we reckon thofe two years before 
the time of his enquiry, and not thofe two 
years that immediately followed it. The 
reafon of which is manifeft, for as much as 
the wifemen fpoke not of Chrift as yet to be 
born, but of him as aéfually born; thowgh 
the precife time when, they declared not, nor 
perhaps knew. And therefore Herod, whofe 
defign was to fecure himfelf from a rival king, 
whom he heard was already born, killed all 
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the children that were born within the fpace 
of two years before the coming of the wife- 
men and his enquiring of them. From 
whence it follows, that the time of the wife- 
men’s coming to Jerufalem was fome few 
days after the birth of Chrift, probably nine 
or ten, and that they worfhipped him at 


Bethlehem about the twelfth, the day ftill . 


obferved by the church for it’s commemo- 
ration. 
And now as we have here removed the 


opinion of thofe, that ftate the time of the 


wifemen’s coming to Jerufalem two years 
after the birth of Chrift; fo another opinion 
that makes the ftlar to have appeared two 
years before Chrift’s birth, 1s no lefs to be re- 
jected, fince they gave it the appellation of 
bis flar upon this account, that it then de- 
clared him #0 have been born. And whereas 
fome in defence of this opinion alledge the 
improbability of their coming from Perfia in 
fo few days; I anfwer, that if they be al- 
lowed to have come from thofe parts of it 
that lay neareft to Jerufalem (as well they 
may) itis not improbable at all; fince a very 
learned commentator-upon this place fays, 
that fome parts cf Perfia were not diftant 
from Jferutalem uitra ducentas leucas, which, 
reckoning five hundred paces to a /euca, as 
fome do, arnount to an hundred of our 
miles. If fifteen hundred, as Ammianus 
Marceilinus does, then they make three hun- 
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dred of our miles. The former of which 
they might go in that time very eafily, and 
the latter with no fuch extraordinary great 
difficulty ; confidering that camels, the beafts 
of travel in thofe countries, are faid even 
with great burdens to difpatch forty of thofe 
Jeucas, that is, according to the latter and 
greater computation threefcore of our milcs 
in aday. And thus much for the third 
thing, viz. the time of thefe wifemen’s com- 
ing to Jerufalem. 

4. The fourth thing propofed to be con- 
fidered was, what this fiar was. Where 
though fome have aflirmed it to have been of 
the fame nature with thofe that have their 
proper place and motion in the celeftial orbs, 
and though that omnipotent God, that made 
the fun ftand ftill at one time and go back at 
another, cannot be denied to have been able 
to have commanded any of the ftars upon 
fuch a mefiage and employment ; yet that 
he actually did fo is not necefiary for us here 
to aflert, there beine otherwife futficient rea- 
fons to perfuade us that this was not a real ftar 
of the {ame kind with thofe heavenly bodies, 
but only a bright meteor formed by the im- 
mediate power of God into the refemblance 
and fimilitude of a ftar, and fo by a fineular 
act of his providence ufed and direSed to 
this great purpofe.. For had it been indeed a 
real ftar, there can hardly any reafon be af- 
fizned why it fhould not have appeared to 
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the inhabitants of Jerufalem, as well as tq 
thofe wifemen in their journey from thence 
to Bethlehem ; which yet it 1s clear that it 
did not, from the evangelift’s being wholly 
filent of it; who otherwife would undoubt- 
edly have recorded it as a paflage, than 
which none could be more efficacious, to upr 
braid the Jews with the unreafonablenefs of 
their unbelief. Nor does it’s being called a 
ftar prove it to have been really fo: it being 
fo ufual both in Scripture and common fpeech 
to call the refemblances of things by the 


names of thofe things themfelves, comets ' 


and falling ftars ftill obtaining this appellati- 
on, which yet have nothing of fars in them 
but the narhe. . 

5. The fifth and laft thing propofed to be 
difcufled, was, How thefe wifemen could 
collect or come to know our Saviour’s birth 
by their feeing this ftar. Evident it is from the 
words that they hada full and clear know- 
ledge of it, For they i{pake of itas of a 
thing granted; and therefore they afk not 
whether or no be was born? but where he 
was born? And they call it emphatically ds 
flar. We have feen his far in the eaft; im- 
plying that it pointed him out by a certain 
and peculiar defignation. 

To this I anfwer. That all knowledge 
muft commence upon principles either natural 
orfupernatural, © = 


If 
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If they draw it from the former, it mutt 
have been either, 

1. From the principles of aftrology ; and 
here for the confutation of. this, would the 
time and meafure of this exercife permit, the 
vanity of this {cience might eafily be fhown, 
from the weaknefs of it’s principles, the con- 
feffions of fuch as have been moft reputed 
for their fkill in it; and what is ftronger than 
their confeffions, fromtheir frequent miftakes 
and deceptions in their moft confident pre- 
dictions, Which fufficiently prove the great- 
eft pretenders to it to be indeed but mere pla- 
netaries ; that is, as we may well interpret it 
from the force of the word, fuch as ufe to 
err and to be deceived, and confequently that 
nothing certain can be concluded from their 
principles. 

2. Or fecondly, if thefe men’s knowledge 
of Chrift’s birth by the ftar were natural, the 
former way being removed, it muft needs 
have been from tradition. And as to this, 
fome affirm that they gathered it from that 
prophecy of Balaam continued down to them 
by report from his time, which prophecy is 
recorded in Numb. xxiv. 17. that a flar 
feould rife out of “facob; and alfo that they 
might learn it from feveral prophecies of the 
Sibyls, one of which Sibyls prophefied in 
Perfia. But how much foever thefe prophe- 
cies of the Sibyls may have obtained in the 
world, yet moft of them relating to Chrift 
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are proved by the learned Cafaubon to be 
fpurious and fuppofititious, and by all wife 
men believed to be fuch. 

Others affirm, that this might have been 


firft learned from the Jews, in the time of 


their difperfion. But efpecially from fome 
remaining traditions of Daniel. And cer- 
tainly when we confider how much this 
prophet writes of the kingdom and comin 
of the Meiliah, it is no ways improbable, but 
that he might otherwife, both by writing 
and word of mouth, leave many things be- 
hind him concerning the fame. — All which, 
through the greatnefs of the place he held in 
the Perfian court, and the vait repute that he 
had for his knowledge and learning, might 
eafily find both a general and a lafting  re- 
ception. 

It cannot therefore be rationally denied, 
but that thefe wifemen might be much di- 
rected by fuch helps as thefe. But yet I af- 
firm, that thefe were not fufficient; fo that 
we muit be forced to derive their knowledge 
of Chrift by this ftar from a fupernatural 
caufe; that is, from the immediate revelati- 
on of God: how or in what manner that re~ 
velation was effected, it is not neceflary for 


us to know ; but that they were fuch perfons- 


to whom God upon other occafions did 
vcuchfafe extraordinary revelations, is clear 
trom the 12th verfe, where it is faid, that 
tbey were aqmonifhed by God in a dream, nct 
| | ta 
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to return to Herod. Now itis very probable 
that the fame God who warned them of 
their danger, firft fuggefted to them this 
great difcovery ; efpecially fince it was not 
fo difficult to efcape the one, as to find out 
the other. We mutt conclude therefore, that 
it was neither their own {fkill, nor yet the 
light of that ftar, that taught them the mean- 
ing of that ftar. But Leo ftates the matter 
richtly in his fourth fermon upon the Epi- 
phany. Prater illam ftelle fpeciem que cor- 
poreum incitavit obtutum fulgentior veritatis 
radius eorum corda perdocuit. Star-light is 
but a dim light to read the fmall characters 
of fuch myfteries by. He only that made the 
{tars, could difcover it ; even that God who 
rules their influences, and knows their figni- 
fications. — : 

And thus much for the firft notable cir- 
cumitance of our Saviour’s nativity, namely 
the folemn addrefs of the wifemen to him 
from the eaft, upon the appearance ofa ftar. 
J come now to the 


II. Which was Herod’s behaviour there- 
upon; who being a perfon fo largely {fpoken 
of in the Jewifh ftory, {fo particularly noted 
by the evangelift, and made yet more nota- 
ble by having the birth of the great Saviour 
of the world fall in his reign, he may well 
deferve our particular confideration : accord- 
ingly we will confider him in thefe three re- 
{pects, 1. In 
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1. In refpect of his condition and temper, 
in reference to his government of Judea. 

2. Of his behaviour and deportment upon 
this particular accident. 

3. Of the influence this his behaviour had 
upon thofe under his government. 

And firft for the firft of thefe; we will 
take an account of his condition and temper 
in reference to the government held by him, 
by thefe three things recorded of him, both 
in facred and profane ftory. 

ft, His ufurpation. adly, His cruelty: 
and, 3dly, His magnificence. 

1. And firft for his ufurpation. When 
the government of Judea was took from the 
Afmoneans, the laft of which that reigned 
was Antigonus, this Herod the a fon 
of Antipater, an Idumean, (who had grown 
up under Hyrcanus, being by him employed 
in the chief management of the affairs of his 
kingdom) through the favour of Marcus An- 
tonius, was by the Roman fenate declared 
king of the Jews; in which dignity, to the 
wonder of many, he was alfo confirmed af- 
terwards by Auguftus himfelf. But Herod 
had a good purfe, and having alfo well ex- 
perienced Jugurtha’s obfervation of Rome, 
that it was urbs venalis, knew how to open 
it for his advantage as well as any man living : 
which, together with his great courage and 
refolution, lifted him up to, and fettled him 
ma royal throne, fo much above the pitch 
| of 
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of any thing that by his birth he could pre- 
tend to. But let men be ufurpers, and as 
falfe and wicked as they will, yet God 1s 
ftill righteous, and will ferve and bring about 
his righteous purpofes, even by their wick- 
ednefs. And I queftion not, but the fuccefs 
of Herod’s projects was chiefly from the {pe- 
cial providence of God, while the villainy of 
them was wholly from himéfelf: for by this 
ftrange and unexpected tranflation of the Jew- 
ith government, in fetting the crown of it 
upon a ftranger’s head, was exactly fulfilled 
that eminent and mott remarkable prophecy 
of the Meffias, in Gen. xlix. 10. That the 
feepter fhould not depart from Fudab, nor a 
lawgiver between bis feet, until Shiloh come. 
2. The fecond thing obfervable of him 
was his cruelty. We have already feen him 
feated in the Jewifh throne, though an u- 
furper and an intruder, and one who had 
no other title to that fovereignty, but the 
gift of thofe who had no right to give it. 
However being thus poflefied of it, he muft 
- haye recourfe to the common method of u- 
furpers, and maintain by blood what he had 
got by injuftice. Accordingly he aflaffinates 
all fuch as he could but fufpect might be his 
competitors. Ariftobulus, the laft of the 
Afmonean race, and preferred by him at the 
_initigation of his wife Mariamne to the high 
priefthood, becaufe the affections of the peo- 
ple were towards him, was by his appoint- 
ment 
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ment treacheroufly drowned. Nor fpares he 
Hyrcanus himfelf, his predeceflor, though 
now in the extremity of old age, and the 
perfon who had raifed his father Antipater to 
that pitch as to give him, his fon, the poffibi- 
lities of a kingdom, and confequently of do- 
ing ail this mifchief. Nay, and his beloved 
wife Mariamne alfo, and his own fons A- 
lexander and Ariftobulus, and, at length too, 
his baie fon Antipater ; and, which was the 
moit unparallelled piece of barbarity that e- 
ver was acted, la{t of all, thofe poor infants 
alfo, (which we fhall prefently fpeak of) 
they muft all fail a facrifice to his remorfelefs 
cruelty: fo that neither the innocence of in- 
fancy, the venerablenefs and impotence of 
old age, the facred obligations of gratitude, 
the love of a wife, nor, laftly, the endearing 
relation of a fon, could prevail any thing a- 
gain{t the inhuman refolves of his bafe and 
cruel difpofition; which gave occafion to 
that farcaftical fpeech of Cafar Auguftus con- 
cerning him; “‘ That it was better to be 
‘“¢ Herod’s hog, than his fon.’”’. For asa pro- 
felyted Jew, he would not meddle with the 
former ; but as worfe than a Jew, he barba- 
roufly procured the murder of the latter. 

3. The third thing obfervable in the 
temper of this Herod. was his magnificence. 
There was none that reigned over the Jews, 
Solomon only excepted, that left fuch glori- 
ous monuments of building behind them as 


did 
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did Herod. The temple, the rx Autonia, 


and his own houfes, fufficiently declared his 
vaft and boundlefs fpirit: any one of which 
had been enough to have ennobled the reign 
of any one prince: but this was all for which 
he was laudable : God fometimes thinking it 
fit to give a man fome one good quality to 
feafon his many bad ones; and fo to keep 
him {weet above ground. Herod did many 
things of publick advantage, and yet he fcarce 
deferved the reputation of a publick fpirit, 
when the end and defign drove at by him in 
all he did was his own private glory, and 
the gratification of his ambition. ‘The con- 
fideration of which may teach us how great 
a riddle the actions of moft men are, even 
in their moft fpecious and publick under- 
takings. The action may be fometimes of a 
national emolument, and yet the fpring and 
defign that moves it be but perfonal. Few 
men know what difeuifes are worn upon the 
publick face of things, and how much the 
world is beholding to fome men’s pride and 
rain-clory, which cften fupply the office of 
charity in thofe worthy benefactions they pafs 
uvon the publick; while, in the mean time, 
the gocd of thofe that are benefited by fuch 
works, is the leaft thing in the thoughts of 
thefe that didthem. So far from imopoftible 
or improper was that fupvoStion made by the 


epoftle Paul in 1 Cor. xa. 3. Of @ man's be- 
jrowing all bis goods wou the poor, and yet not 
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having charity. For it is not the bulk or 
outfide of the action, but the mind and fpirit 
directing it, that ftamps it charitable. Men 
may give large fums, and do generous acti- 
ons, upon as great defigns of f{elfifhnefs, as 
ever the vileft mifer or ufurer entertained, 
when he amafied heaps upon heaps within 
his greedy coffers: only with this difference 
indeed, that one in all this feeds his pride, 
the other his covetoufnefs. But furely pride. 
is as much a vice as covetoufnefs, though not 
always of fo ill effect to thofe that are about 
it. It is not what a man does, but how, and 
«by, that denominates his action good or 
evil before God. Herod may be Herod 
ftill, for all his building of a temple. 

And thus much for the three qualifications 
obfervable in Herod’s perfon. | 


II. The fecond thing to be confidered of 
him was, his behaviour upon this particular 
occafion of the wifemen’s coming to Jerufa- 
Jem from the eaft, to enquire after him that — 
was born King of the Jews, at the nativity 
of our blefied Saviour ; which behaviour of 
his fhews itfelf in thefe two things. 

1. In that trouble and anxiety of mind 
that he conceived upon this news. He was 
full of fufpicions, mifgiving, and perplexing 
thoughts, what the iffue of things might be, 
and how he fhould be able to maintain him- 
felf in the throne, againft the claim of the 

right 
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right owner, which he knew he held by no 
other title but that of injury and ufurpation. 
2. His behaviour fhews itfelf in that 
wretched courfe he took to fecure himfelf a- 
gainft his fuppofed competitor; which was 
by flaying all the children born in and near 
to Bethlehem, from two years old and un- 
der; the time within which he had learnt 
from the wifemen that. Chrift muft have 

been born. 
’ It muft be confefled here (which yet cer- 
tainly is very ftrange) that Jofephus, who is 
fo particular in recording moft things relating 
to Herod’s reign, yet fpeaks not a word either 
of the birth of Chrift, or of the appearance 
of the ftar, or of the wifemen’s coming to 
Herod thereupon;* nor, laftly, of the maffa- 
cre of thefe children. All of which (one 
would think) were too great’and too confi- 
derable paffages to be pafied over in filence 
by fuch an hiftorian as Jofephus. | 

However, this ought not to fhake our 

faith of thefe things at all; fince if the evan- 
gclifts had falfified in thefe narratives, it is 
infinitely improbable, that the enemies of the 
Chriftian religion, who could fo eafiiy have 
convinced them of fuch falfification, fhould 
not fome time or other have objected it againft 
the truth of our religion, which yet they ne- 
ver did; but on the other hand, it is hugely 
probable, that Jofephus, a great zealot in the 
Jewith religion, and confequently a mortal 
: hater 
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hater of ours, might, out of his hatred of it, 
omit the relation of thefe paflages which 
were likely to give it fo much reputation in 
the world. But as for the paffage of his mur- 
dering the infants, Ludovicus Capellus is of 
opinion, that in that place where Jofephus 
fays, that Herod, drawing near his death, 
fummoned the nobleft of the Jews by a me- 
nacing edict from all parts of Judea, and 
fhutting them up, gave order to his fifter 
Salome, and her hufband Alexas, to fee 
them all put to the fword after his death. It 
was Jofephus’s intent by this device to flub- 
ber over the maffacre of thefe innocents ; 
thus ‘not wholly omitting it, and yet by fo 
ob{cure a narrative not clearly and plainly dif- 
covering it. But whether this obfervation 
have any weight in it or no, I hope the teiti- 
mony of thofe whofe writings have been op- 
pofed, but never yet confuted, or convinced 
of falfity, will have more authority and cre- 
dit with us, than the ambiguity and fhuffling 

cf a partial hiftorian. | 
3. The third thing propofed to be confi- 
dered by us was, the influence that this be- 
haviour of Herod had upon thofe under his 
government. For the text tells us, that not. 
only he was troubled himfelf, dut that all 
 Ferufalem was alfo troubled with him: yet. 
not for any love they bore him we may be 
fure. But they were troubled, and difturbed 
with the fears they had of what the rage and. 
hae 
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jealoufy of fuch a tyrant might produce: for 
feldom does a tyrant confine his troubles 
within his own breaft, but that thofe about 
him alfo go fharers in the {mart of them. 
And what the prophet faid of Ahab, may be 
as truly faid of Herod, and all fuch ufurpers, 
that they are thofe that trouble Ifrael. For 
ufually fuch perfons neither rife nor fall, but 
at the coft of the people’s blood, and the ex- 
pence of many innocent lives. When tyrants 
and victorious rebels invade the regal power 
of any nation, the people muft not expect 
to reft quiet either in peace or war: nor 
were the Jews here deceived in their ill bo- 
ding prefages of what mifchief would enfue 
upon Herod’s difcontents. Such a cloud: 
could not gather over their heads for no- 
thing. And long it was not before it broke 
out in that bloody fhower that has been made 
mention of. From all which we may learn 
how much it concerns the tranquillity and 
happinefs of a kingdom to ftop the firft pre-: 
tences and encroaches of ufurpers; and as 
much as in them lies to keep all Herods and 
Cromwells from getting into the fupremacy, 
For as foon as their own guilt and fufpicion 
fhall alarm them with any fears of the right 
owner’s regaining his inheritance, then pre- 
fently the whole nation is in danger of being 
forced to a war, to defend and fight for thofe 
whom they have more heart to fight againft. 
Or in cafe providence fhall favour them fo 
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far as to enable them to turn their fwords a- 
cainft fuch domeftick pefts, yet they muft 
{till purchafe their delivery by a war; that is, 
rid themfelves of one calamity by another. 
“+ tuait we fee, when Herods and ufurpers 
once ravifh the government into their hands, 
whether they ftand or whether they fall, 
all “ferufalem is like to be troubled with them. 
_ And thus I have finifhed what I propofed 
from the text, namely, the two grand cir- 
cumftances of our Saviour’s nativity. I fhall 
now clofe up all with a refolution of this 
fhort queftion, Why that Jefus Chrift, being 
born the right and lawful King of the Jews, 
yet gave way to this bloody ufurper, and did 
net, either in his or his fucceflor’s time, af- 
fume the government himfelf ? | 
In anfwer to which, though I think it a 
folid and fatisfactory reafon of all God’s acti- 
ons to ftate them upon his mere will and 
pleafure ;. yet there are not wanting other 
reafons affignable for this. | 
I fhall pitch upon two. _ 7 
- 1. Chrift baulked the kingly government 
of the Jews, becaufe his afluming it would 
have croffed the very defign of that religion, 
that he was then about to eftablith; which 
was to unite both Jew and Gentile. into one 
church or body. But this union could not 
poffibly be effected till the politick ceconomy 
of that nation, fo interwoven with the cere- 
monial and religious, like the great pastition- 
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wall, was broken down. Upon good rea- 
fon therefore did Chrift wef to undertake 
the kingly government, and therein the fup- 
port of that nation, the eae confhitution 
of which, through the fpecial providence of 
God, in order to the propagation of the 
Chriftian religion, was now fhortly to expire, 
and tobe done away. = 
* 2. Chrift voluntarily waved the Jewith 
crown, that he might hereby declare to the 
world the nature of his proper kingdom : 
which was to be wholly without the gran- 
deur of human fovereignty, and the {plen- 
dour of earthly courts. In Luke xvii. 20. it 
is faid, that the kingdom of God cometh not 
with obfervation. So we read it. But the 
Greek is xalaé Qovjaciov, that is, with pomp 
and gaity of outward appearance. For fo 
the word fignifies. Whereupon, in Aé/s xxv. 
23. when Agrippa and Bernice came in 
~ much fplendour and magnificence to vifit 
Feftus, it is faid that they came pla woarns 
Per)acias, which is there well rendered, «7th 
much pomp. 

This being fo, men may fave themfelves 
the labour of entring into covenants, raifing 
armies, and cutting of throats, to advance 
the {cepter and kingdom of Jefus Chrift : 
for Chrift has no need of their forces: he 
came to caft out fuch legions, and not to 
employ them. Here in this world he owns 
no fword but that of his fpirit, no {cepter 
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but his word, no kingdom but the heart, 
This is his prerogative royal, to govern our 
wills, to command our inclinations, and to 
reign and lord it over our moft inward af- 
fections. | 
Which kingdom, God of his mercy daily 
propagate and increafe within us, 


To which God be rendred and afcribed 
as 1s moft due, all praife, might, ma- 
jefty and dominion, both now, and 
for ever. 
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MATTHEW xX. 37. 


He that loves father or mother better 
than me, is not worthy of me. 


UR Saviour in thefe words prefents 
himfelf and the world together as 


competitors for our beft affections ; 
which becaufe we never faften upon any 
thing but for fome precedent apprehenfion of 
worth in it, he therefore treats with us not 
upon terms of courtefy but reafon, challeng- 
ing a tranfcendent affection on our parts, be- 
caufe of a tranfcendent worthinefs on his. 
He would have it before the world, for this 
caufe only, that he deferves it above the 
world. | 
Now becaufe men might be apt to flatter 
themfelves into a falfe perfuafion of their 
love to Chrift, the heart being no lefs the — 
feat and fhop of deceit than it is of love; 
left, I fay, hey might baffle and impofe 
upon themfelves, (as fad experience fhews, 
that moft men do in this particular) our Sa- 
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viour with great art felects and fingles out 
thofe enjoyments that are moft apt to feize 
and engrofs our affections, and particularly 
ftates the fincerity of our love to him, in the 
fuperiority of it over our love to thofe. An 
ordinary affection. relating to an extraordina- 
ry object is no affection. When Chrift is the 
thing that we are to love, between the high- 
eft degree of love and a total negation of it, 
there is no medium ; as it is faid of Jacob, 
that he loved Rachel, but he hated Leah ; 
_ becaufe he loved Leah the lefs of the two. 
So if a man loves the world in a greater de- 
gree, and Chrift in a Jefs, when God hall 
come to take an eftimate of that love, he 
will make no allowance for the comparifon, 
but account that man abfolutely to love the 
world and to hate Chriit. For not to value 
him more than all, is really to undervalue 
him. | | | 
For the expofition of the words, we mutt 
here obferve, that thefe terms, father and 
mother, are not to be underftood in a literal, 
reftrained fenfe, only as they fignify fuch re- 
lations ; but they are to be taken more large- 
ly, as they comprife whatfoever enjoyments 
are dear unto us: it being ufual in Scripture 
to exprefs-a// that is dear to us, by fome one 
thing that is moft dear. ' As it is a frequent 
fynecdoche, to exprefs the whole by fome one 
principal part. Prov. 23. 26. My fon give. 
me thy heart. God here requires the fervice 


of 
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of the whole man ; but the heart is only ex- 
preffed, as being the prime ruling part. 

Now the affection we bear to our parents, 
is the greateft that we are to bear to any 
worldly thing, and that defervedly. For if 
under God they gave us our beings, we may 
well return them our affections. - So that 
Chrift by demanding a love greater than that 
which upon a natural account is the greateft, 
and by preferring himfelf before that enjoy- 
ment which is the deareft, he does by con- 
fequence prefer himfelf before all the reft. 
For he that is above a prince, is confequen- 
_ tially above all his fubjects. 

As for the next expreffion, He zs not wor- 
thy of me; it may feem from hence to be in- 
ferred, that he who fhould love Chrift above 
father or mother, or any other worldly enjoy- 
ment, would thereby become worthy of 
Chrift. But yet to affirm, that any man may 
fo qualify himfelf, or do that which may 
render him worthy of Chrift, would be ap- 
parently to introduce and affert the doctrine 
of merit; a thing of the higheft abfurdity, | 
both in reafon and religion. 

In anfwer to this therefore we may ob- 
ferve that there is a twofold worthinefs. 

1. A worthinefs ftri€tly and properly fo 
called, which is according to the real inhe- 
rent value of the thing; and fo no man by 
the choiceft of his endeavours can be faid to 
be worthy of Chrift. He can no more me- 
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rit grace than he can merit glory, and both 
are included in Chrift. Obtain them indeed 
we may, but we can never deferve them. 
Worthinefs is a thing that man can never 
plead before God; but after we have done 
all, we are ftill unprofitable, and therefore ftill 
unworthy. 

2. There is a worthinefs according to the 
gracious acceptance of God, which is a wor- 
thinefs improperly fo called. When a thing 
is worthy not for any value in itfelf, but be- 
caufe God freely accepts it for fuch, This 
worth may be rather termed a finefs ora 
_ meetnefs, not confifting in merit but in due 
-conditional qualifications. And fo he that 
loves father or mother lefs than Chrift, is in 
this fenfe worthy of him ; that is, Atly pre- 
pared and qualified to receive him ; as hav- 
ing that which God is pleafed to make the 
only condition upon which he beftows Chrift. 
_ Thefe things being premifed by way of 
expofition, I fhall draw forth and profecute 
the fenfe of the words in thefe three parti- 


culars. } 


‘I. I thall fhew what is included and com- 
prehended in that love to Chrift that is here 
mentioned in the text. 

II. I fhall fhow what are the reafons and 
motives that may induce us to it. 

III. What are the figns, marks, and cha- 
racters whereby we may difcern it. 
: _ I. As 
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As for the firft of thefe, what is in- 
cluded in the love here fpoken. of, I con- 
ceive it may include thefe five things. 

1. An efteem and valuation of Chrift a- 
bove all worldly injoyments whatfoever. 
The firft foundation ftone of this love mutt 
be laid in admiration, and an high perfuafion 
of that worth, that we are to love. We 
mutt firft believe Chrift excellent, before we 
can account him dear. Thofe that profefs 
and avow a love to Chrift, and yet, by the fe- 
cret verdict of their worldly minds, place a 
greater efteem upon a pleafure, upon honour, 
upon an eftate, do indeed fpeak contradic- 
tions and delude themfelves, and may as well 
believe their life may remain when their foul 
is departed, as imagine that their love may 
go one way, and their efteem another. Up- 
on which account it is clear, that Chrift 
muft be firft raifed above the world in our 
judgments, he mutt firft rule there, he muft 
_ lord it in our thoughts and command our ap- 
prehenfions. 

If we trace David through all his Pfalms, 
he is continually breathing out an ardent love 
to God ; they run all along in a ftrain of the 
higheft affection. And this love we shalt 
find to have been founded upon a proportion- 
able efteem of God, which efteem does emi- 
nently appear in feveral expreffions. How 
often does he repeat and infift upon — 

ord, 
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Lord, who ts like unto thee! Pfalm xxxv. 10. 
and Ixxi.19. His thoughts were even tranf- 
ported into a ravifhing admiration of God’s — 
{urpaffing excellencies before his heart could 
be drawn forth in love and affection to. him; 
he fuffered an extafy in his thoughts before he | 
did in hisdefires. And again, P/al. xviii. 3. 
thou art worthy tobe praifed. God’s worth, 
prefented to fe foul by thoughts of efteem, 
1s that which fo ftrongly and (as I may fay) 
invincibly draws it’s affections. It is indeed 
the price of our defires, and really buys them 
before it has them. 

Some are of opinion, that the ditates of 
the underftanding have fuch a determinin 
controling influence upon the will and of 
fections, that they cannot but defire whatfo- 
ever the under{tanding fhall fufficiently offer 
and propofe to them as defirable. But whe- 
ther or no the judgment does certainly and 
infallibly command and draw after it the acts 
of the will (which isa controverfy too big 
to be difcuffed in a fermon) yet this is certain, 
that it does of neceffity precede them, and 
no man can fix his love upon any thing, till 
his judgment reports it to the will as amiable. 
This muft be the only gate and portal through 
~ which we mutt introduce loving thoughts of 
Chrift into the heart ; he mutt be firft valued 
before he can be embraced. For this is un- 
doubtedly certain, that nothing can have a 

greater 
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ereater fhare of our affections, than it has of 
our efteem. . 
2. This love to Chrift implies a chufing - 
him before all other enjoyments. For aman 
to pretend affection to Chrift, by extolling his 
perfon, admiring what he has done for us, 
by praifing the ways of God, commending 
the practice and the practicers of godlinefs ; 
and yet in the mean time to act and labour 
for the world, to live in fin, and upon all oc- 
cafions to fubmit toa temptation, rather than 
toa precept ; notwithftanding this {trange op- 
pofition and clafhing between his profeffion 
and his courfe, I fuppofe every rational man 
would read his judgment not in his words but 
in his choice. Laudant illa, fed ifta legunt, 
he that commends fuch books but reads o~ 
thers, only fhows that he praifes one thing 
but values another, and that the beft interpre- 
ter of his mind is not what he fays but what 
he chufes. : 
By this Mofes undeniably proved both the 
ftrength and fincerity of his love to God and. 
to the people of God, that he chofe rather 
to fuffer afflictions with them, than to enjoy 
all the pleafures of Pharoah’s court. For to 
have folicited their caufe with Pharoah, to 
have procured them a mitigation of their 
bondage, to have won them favour and a 
good opinion from the Egyptians, had indeed 
been figns and effects of love, but this was 
love itfelf. His affection was in his — ; 
or 
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for had he ftill chofe Pharoah’s court, all 
other things that he could have done for his 
brethren, had amounted rather to a good 
with, than to a true affection. | 

Thus, on the contrary, wicked meri are 
. faid to love death: but can any man make 
his greateft evil the object of his beft defire, 
which is love? No affuredly, while he con= 
fiders it as fuch he cannot; but becaufe it is 
rational from mens choice to infer and argue 
their love, they may be faid therefore truly 
and properly to love death becaufe they chufe 
it. And by the fame reafon on the other 
fide, a believer, though he may be fometimes 
enfnared in fin, and fo brought to commit 
it, yet he cannot be faid indeed to love it, 
becaufe it is feldom his choice, but his fur- 
aa he makes it not his end and his defign. 

t is rather a fudden invafion made upon his 
affections than the refolved purpofe of his 
will. 

Thus therefore we fee how the fpirit and 
force of our love exerts itfelf in choice ; for’ 
the defign of love is to appropriate, as well 
as to approximate it’s object to the foul: and 
to chufe a thing is the firft accefs to a propri- 
ety in it. For choice (as I may fo fay) is 
pofieffion begun, and poffeffion itfelf is no- 
thing elfe’ but choice perfected. Barely to 
efteem Chrift (if we may fuppofe a divifion 
of thofe things, which indeed are not to be 

divided} 
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divided) is as much inferior to a chufing him, 
as a good look is below a good turn. 

3. Love to Chrift implies fervice and obe- 
dience to him; the fame love that when it 
is between equals is friendfhip, when it is 
from an inferior to a fuperior is obedience. 
Love of all the affections is the moft active ; 
hence by thofe who exprefs the nature of 
things by hieroglyphicks, we have it com- 
pared to fire, certainly for nothing more than. 
it’s activity. The fame arms that embrace 
a friend, will be as ready to act for him. This 
is the natural progrefs of true love, from the 
heart to the hand ; where there is an inward 
fpring, there will quickly be an external vi- 
fible motion. 

When we have once placed our affection 
upon any perfon, the next enquiry naturally 
will be, what fhall we do for him? And if 
this be the property of love when it lays it- 
felf out upon natural objects, we may be fure 
it will be heightned when it pitches upon fu- 
pernatural. It is indeed changed, but with- 
all advanced; the object altered, but the 
meafure of. the act increafed. Divine and 
heavenly things do indeed refine and lop off 
the extravagancy, but they abate nothing of 
the vigour of our affections. 3 | 

Chrift has determined the cafe in fhort, 
‘fobn xiv. 15. If you love me keep my com- 
mandments. ‘There is more real love to God 

{hewn in the leaft fincere act of a _ 
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than in the greateft and the moft pompous’ 
facrifice. Many may pleafe themfelves in 
their fair profeflions, their orthodox opinions, 
and their judgment about the ways of Chrift, 
but God knows there may be much of all 
this, and yet but little love. “Tis the com- 
mand that mufttry that; and believe it, the 
grand enquiry hereafter will be, not what 
we have thought or what we have faid, but 
what we have done for Chrift? | 

" Chrift all along in Scripture propofes him- 
felf to us as our Lord and Mafter; and a 
fervant’s love to his mafter is his fervice. It 
was the idle fervant that God dealt with as 
his enemy. How does a wicked man’s love 
to fin appear, but by his continual, indefati- 
gable acting and working for it, obeying it’s 
commands, and fulfilling even it’s vileft lufts 
and moft unreafonable defires! Now Chrift 
requires that every believer fhould manifeft 
his love to him in that height and meafure, 
that a wicked perfon manifefts his love to fin. 
So that when he required a teftimonial of 
Peter’s affection, he did not afk him what 
ke thought of him, or what he was ready 
to profefs concerning him: for we know he 
thought him to de the Son of God, Matth. 
xvi. 16. and he profefled, that tf all others for- 
fook him yet he would not, Matth. xxvi. 33. 
yet for all this he afterwards both denied and 
forfwore him. Chrift therefore exacts a de- 
-monftration ef his leve in fervice and obedi- 
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ence. Peter, left thou me? freed my fheep, 
‘fobn xxi. 17. He knew, he that would o- 
bey and ferve him and execute his commands, 
loved him beyond all poffibility of diffimula- 
tion. A man ufually {peaks, but he feldom 
does one thing and ¢hznks another. 

It is natural for love, where it is both fin- 
cere and predominant, to fubdue. the party 
pofleffed with it to undertake the moft fer- 
vile, laborious, and otherwife uncomfortable 
offices in the behalf of him whom he loves, 
If you will admit the paradox, it makes a 
man do more than he can do. Will is in- 
ftead of power, and love fupplies the room 
of ability. Had the love of Chrift but once 
thoroughly feated itfelf in our hearts, we 
fhould find, that, according to that moft ex- 
preflive phrafe of the apoftle, it would conftrain 
us, It were but Chrift’s faying go and we 
fhould go, do this and we fhould do it. We 
(hould find a double command, one from 
Chrift and one fromm our own affection. Love 
without works is a greater abfurdity than 
faith without works; faith works by love, 
and love by obedience. Let none therefore 
ever think ta divide himfelf between God 
and mammop ; to afford his love to Chrift, 
hut his fervice to the world. If a man may 
honour his parents but not obey them, keep 
loyalty to his governor but rebel againft him, 
then may alfo his love ftand fincere to Chrift 
while unfeconded with obedience. | 

It 
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It is the mafter-piece of Satan and our 
own corruptions, to bring us under this per- 
fuafion, that we may love Chrift without 
ferving him ; but believe it, it is a deftruc- 
tive and a damnable delufion ; equal in the 
abfurdity and in the danger: and I believe if 
we could divide thefe two and give the devil 
his choice, he would accept of one inftead 
of both: give but the devil your fervice, and 
he would give Chrift your love. We are 
apt to place all upon perfuafion, but how 
fhall we be difappointed when God comes 
to reckon with us for performance. 

4. Love to Chrift implies an ating for 
him in oppofition to all other things, and this 
is the undeceiving infallible teft of atrue af- 
fection. We may not only value and com- 


mend, but think alfo that we ferve Chrift by | 


reafon of the undifcernible mixture of his 
and our interefts fometimes wrapt together ; 
fo as to be perfuaded that we ferve and carry 
on his intereft, while indeed we only ferve 
our own in another drefs. I believe that Jehu 
did not only perfuade others but himfelf alfo, 
that he ferved the caufe of God _ in deftroy- 
ing the pofterity of Ahab and the worfhip- 
pers of Baal; when in truth, God’s honour 
and his own fafety, the .intereft of religion 
and of his crown, at that time fo ee 3 
rhet and combined together ; that he miftook 
his own meaning, and thought he was_ all 
the time honouring of God, while. he was 
7 ie cane only 
7 
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only endeavouring to eftablifh himfelf, and 
purfuing the defigns of policy under the mafk 
of zeal. . : | oe 

But when two diftinét interefts are drawn 


_- forth in an open avowed oppofition and vifi- 


bly confront, one another ; when thofe that 
imbrace one are apparently difcriminated 
from the other, and none can embrace both, 
but a man mutt either teftify a real affection 
on one fide, or an odious indifference and 
neutrality, then love will appear to be love ; 
diffimulation will be rendered impoffible, - 
and a man will be judged to /ve there only, 
where he fhall dare to appear. 
~ When Chrift and the world, Chrift and 
our honour, Chrift and our profit fhall make 
two oppofite parties, then is the time to 
our affections. If one fervant fhould follow 
two feveral perfons, it were hard to difcern 
whofe fervant he was, while they both walked 
quietly together 3 but fhould they once quarrel 
and come to ftrokes, we fhould quickly fee by 
his affiftance where he had engaged his fer- 
vice. The truth is, it is but one and the 
fame league, that is defenfive in refpect of 
our friends, and offenfive to their enemies. 
Neither is there any defending of Chrift’s in- 
tere{t, without an active oppofing that of Sa- 
tan and the flefh, when-the prefervation of 
one lyes in the deftruction of the other. If 
Chrift cannot increafe, unlefs John decreafe, 
the Baptift himfelf muft not ‘e fpared. Be- 
ied > as caufe 
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canfe Peter would thew that he loved Chrift 
above the reft, he drew his fword for him, 
He that fights for another pawns. his life that 
he loves him ; competition is the touchftone 
of reality, 

"Tis not to make invectives againft fin and 
the courfes of the world, or to fpeak fatyrs 
againft the devil, that infallibly concludes us 
ta be Chrift’s difciples, gies may chide 
ve ly, who are yet hearty and real 
et ive hi fhew me che oe who can 
act with as keen a vigour as he {peaks, wha 
can put his foot upon the neck of his luft ; 
who can be reftlefs and active in circumvent- 
ing, undermining and defeating his corrup- 
tion, and all this only for it’s implacable en- 
mity to Chrift; fuch an oneindeed declares to 
the world by a demonftration of the higheft 
. evidence, that Chrift bears the rule and pre- 
eminence in his affections, 

Had king Jofiah fpoke great and glorious 
words of his love to God’s church, and of 
his hatred to idolatry, this indeed might have 
been a fair commendation of his zeal to the 
world, which is often deceived and almoft al- 
ways governed by words: but it could not 
have at all commended his zeal to God, wha 
weighs all fuch expreffions in the balance of 
truth and reality and finds them wanting. 

But fee how this royal perfon’s love to God 
manifefted itfelf; as foon as he fucceeded his 
_ father, and found the church generally cor- 
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rupted, and idolatry like an ufurper reigning 
in his kingdom, he prefently throws down 
the altars, breaks the images, difmantles the 
high places, and all this in oppofition to a 
potent prevailing intereft in his kingdom. A 
friend at court fignified but little, when he 
was to fpeak for idolatry, where the king 
himfelf looked upon the church as his crown, 
and the purity of religion as his prerogative. 
And this was to love God and religion in- 
_ deed, thus to affert them actively, by engag- 

ing againft their fierceft opponents, and build- 
ing up the divine worfhip upon the ruin of 
it’s adverfaries. And furely between the 
moft glittering profeflions, the moft ian 
ed vows, and higheft verbal engagements for 
God, and between this way of taking up, 
and owning his quarrel, there is as much 
difference, as there is between wearing God's 
colours, and fighting his battles. 

5. To affign the greateft and the fublimeit 
inftance in the laft place. Love to Chrift 
imports a full acquiefcence in him alone, even 
in the abfence and want of all other felicities : 
men can embrace Chrift with riches, Chrift 
with honour, Chrift with intereft, and abun- 
dantly fatisfy themfelves in fo doing; though 
perhaps all the time they put but a cheat upon 
themfelves, thinking that they follow Chrift, 
while indeed they run only after the loaves, 
What Solomon fays of wifdom, that they think 
of religion, that it is good with an inberitance. 
| K 2 The 


_ + The devil granted it to be an eafy matter 
for Job to ferve God in the midft of that 
great affluence, while God fet an hedge 
round about all that he had: but fays he to 
. God, Put forth thine hand and touch bim, 
{trip him of all his greatnefs, his wealth and 
honour, and he will curfe thee to thy face; 
and if Job’s heart had not been made of bet- 
ter metal than the heart of the moft fpe- 
cious hypocrite in the world, the devil had 
~ not been at all out in his advice, but would 
have certainly feen his prediction verified in 
Job’s behaviour, 
. Many love Chrift as they love their tempo- 
ral king, while he flourifhes and has the op- 
portunity of obliging his dependants, they 
will be fure to ftick clofe by his fide: but 
would they follow him into banifhment, and 
pay allegiance to majefty poor and bare, and 
forlorn? and if providence fhould debafe him 
to fo low a pitch, could they honour him in 
_ gags, as much as they do in purple ? and give 
him the fame homage wandering in the land 
of ftrangers, that they fhow him riding in the 
head of his own armies? | 
No; the cafe comes to be altered here. 
When indeed duty and emolument confpire, 
one may eafily be performed, becaufe in the 
_ very fame action the other may be intended : 
but when they part,. and virtue is to-fet off 
itfelf merely upon the ftock of it’s own 
worth, there men generally look upon it as 
upon 
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upon a fair woman without a portion, all will 
commend” but fone will marry her. 

But this was the great and infallible de- 
monftration, that all the ancient hero’s m — 
the faith gave of their love to God, that they 
took him alone for an inheritance and a pa~ 
trimony, and embraced religion feparate from 
all temporal acceflions, as the utmoft limit 
of their defires, the juft meafures of their 
defigns, and the fole and ample obje@ of 
their fatisfaction. Abraham et his country, 
his family, his eftate, following God upon ~ 
his bare word and command. The difciples 
left all and followed Chrift, the primitive 
Chriftians and martyrs relinquifhed, every 
worldly enjoyment even to life itfelf, and 
embarked all their hopes, all their fortunes 
and felicities, both veeteit and future in’ this 
one bottom, looking for all thefe and that 
which was much better and greater than all, 
entirely in their religion. 

But becaufe human nature has great ar- 


' guments and reluctancies againft fuch an he- 


roick act of piety, God that he might caft 
all our duties within the rules and meafures 
of reafon, which is the proper drawing us 
with the cords of a man, has provided greater 
arguments to induce us to fuch an undertak- © 
ing, than flefh and blood can produce againit 
it. | 
For when he called Abraham from the 
very bofom of his friends and fortunes, he 
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did not divert his will from one defirable ob- 
jet, without propofing to it another: but he 
both anfwers his defares and obviates his fears, 
in that infinitely full and encouraging promife, 
Genefis xv. 1. Fear not, Abraham, I am thy 
frield and thy exceeding great reward. A 

romife that might reach the very utmoft of 
his thoughts, confute his doubts, and make 
good the reafon of his obedience in all cir- 
cumftances whatfoever. And Chrift makes 
the fame promife to all his, Math. xix. 29. 
that thereis none who fhould lave ‘bag or 
mother, or lands for his fake and the gofpel’s, 


but fhould receive an khundred-fold in this 


world, and in the world to come everlafting 
iife. ‘That is, they fhould receive that high 
fatisfaction, pleafure and peace of mind, that 
fhould be an hundred-fold greater than any 
that is conveyed to the heart of man from 
the vafteft abundance of worldly treafures 
and enjoyments. So that in all thefe high in- 
ftances of religion, God is pleafed to convince 
as well as to command us to obedience, ftill 
interweaving argument with precept, and fo 
making our love to him as rational, as it can 
be religious. 

And therefore let men frame to themfelves 
what meafures of religion they pleafe, yet if 
they cannot love and acquiefce in it, when 
providence fhall leave them nothing in the 
world elfe to beftow their love upon, but 
difpoffefs them of all.the former delights of 


their - 
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their eyes and joys of their hearts (of which 
we have but too freqtient and pregnant ex- 
amples in many, whofe fortunes have been 

ound to nothing by fome fad calamities) 
Bich muft aflure themfelves that all their love 
to Chrift is trifling and fuperficial, and far 
from that fincerity that makes it genuine, 
faving, and victorious over the world. 
And God knows how foon he may bring 
all our pretences to fo fevere a trial ; and what 
need the weak heart of man will then have 
of fuch a principle to fupport it; when it 
fhall find itfelf beat off from all it’s former 
holds, bereft of it’s fupplies, and every thing 
on this fide heaven frowning and looking | 
fternly upon it. Jt will be then found that 
religion isnot a chimera or a fancy, and that 
the pious man has fomething or other within 
him that makes him hold tip his head, while 
others inthe fame calamity droop and defpond. 
Where the love of Chrift has once poffeff 
ed itfelf of the heart, though a man lives in 
the world yet he lives not upon it. And 
therefore when nothing is imported from 
‘without, he can fay to the world as Chrift 
did once to his difciples, I have meat that ye 
know not of. A good max (fays Solomon) :¢ 
fatisfied from bimpif ; he carries his ftore, his 
‘plenty, his friends and his preferments about 
_~ him. Nothing could more excellently and 
"divinely exprefs this condition thai thof 
words of our Saviour, ‘Yobn vii. 38. He that 
; Ks believes 
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believes on me (as the Scripture faith) out of bis 


belly fhall flow rivers of hving water. Cifterns 
may be broke, and we removed from them or’ 
they from us; but he that has a fountain 


within him can never be athirft. : 
Having thus difpatched the firft particular, 
and fhown thofe five things included in the 


love ta Chrift fpoken of in the text, I pro-” 


ceed now to the 


Id. Which is to fhew what are the reafons 


and motives that may induce us to this love. 


And for this I might infift upon that mighty 


and commanding caufe of love, the amiable- 


nefs and high perfection of Chrift’s perfon ; 


which contains in it the very fulne/s of the 
Godhead bodily ;, all the glories of the deity are 
wrapt up and included in it; they reach as 
wide as infinity, and as far as eternity. His 


vaft unlimited knowledge and wifdom, his 


uncontrolable power and his boundlefs good- 


nefs, are all objects to excite fuch an efteem 


and admiration of him as muft naturally pafs 
into love. | ede ae 
Every thing that is but good attracts love, 
but that which is excellent commands it ; 
and then how amiable muft that nature needs 
be of which the fun, the glorioufeft creature 
in the world, is but a glimpfe, the light itfelfa 
fhadow, and the whole univerfe, that is, the 


united glories of heaven and earth, but a_ 


broken copy and an imperfect tranfcript. 
“ = Thaw 
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Thou art fairer than the children of men, fays 
the prophet David, P/aim xlv. 2. and beau- 
ty all confefs is the grand celebrated motive 
of affection. The whole fong of Solomon 
is but a defcription of thofe raptures of love 
into which the church had been raifed by a 
contemplation of the unparallelled beauties of 
Chrift. Ali the perfections we behold and 
admire in the world, either in men dnd we- 
men, are but weak traces, and faint imita- 
tions of the divine beauty, which isthe ori: 
ginal; and which would infinitely miore 
captivate our defires, could we fee things 
with: an intellectual eye, as clearly as we do 
with a corporeal. But F shall not dwell up- 
on thefe motives of love drawn from. the 
perfection of Chrift confidered in himfelf, 
but as relating to us and to our concernmenits,. 
and {6 I fhall affign thefe two motives of our 
love to him. : 

1. That he is beft able to reward our love. 
2. That he has fhown the greateft love 
to us, | | : 
1. And firft for the firft of thefe, that he 
is beft able to reward our love. I confefs, 
that to love merely: for reward, is not fo | 
properly to love as to traffick, and flows not. 
from affection but defign. But on the other’ 
fide, to love a worthlefs thing, to’ embrace: 
a cloud, or fora vine to cling about a bram-: 
ble, is not to beftow but throw away affecti-i 
on, The recompence of reward is a thing. 

—* always 
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always to be refpected, though not to be. - 
folely intended. And the very pleafure and. 


fatisfaction that the mind finds in loving a 
worthy and a noble object, is a confiderable 
reward of that very love. Virtue and religi- 


on compofes the thoughts, anfwers the de-. 
fires, and fatisfies the confcience of him that — 


loves it. The abfolving clearnefs of which 
is a gratuity much greater than any that ei- 
ther the pleafure of the fin, or of the world, 


can beftow. The fenfual epicure catches at _ 
the delights of fenfe, and lets out the whole _ 


ftream of his defires upon them. But what 


an{wer and return do they make him ? Does | 


he not find them like the apples of Sodom, 
rotten as well as alluring, di to the fight, 
but crumbled into afhes by the touch? 
How do they vanifh-into fmoke and air, and 
nothing, and lofe all their credit upon expe- 
rience. ‘Trial puts a period to them, as it 
muft do to all empty, phantaftick enjoy- 
ments, that owe their value only to diftance 
and expectation. 

. Thofe that have been the moft infatiable 
lovers of pleafure, profit, and honour, and 
fuch other worldly incentives of love ; and 
have had all their defires purfued and plied 


with conftant furfeiting fruitions of them; . 


let them at laft run over all with a fevere 


and a reflecting thought, and fee whether - 
they have not been rather wearied than fa- — 


tisfied, their love ftill determining in lothing, 
ae or 
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or at leaft in indifference. How have they 
been paid for all their love? Why, fome 
have been paid with the wages of poverty ; 
fome of difeafes; fome of fhame; but all 
with diffatisfaction. What fruit have we of 
thofe things ? {ays the apoftle moft emphati- 
cally: which words are not fo much the 
voice of a man, as of mankind, upon a fur- 
vey of all temporal fruitions. There is an 
emptinefs during the enjoyment of them, 
and a fting in the remembrance: prefent 
they deceive, and being paft they ds/furd. 
And now muft vanity and vexation be took 
for a valuable price of that affection that 
Chrift would purchafe with the pleafures of 
virtue and the glories of heaven, with pre- 
fent fatisfaction and future falvation ? 

Go over the regions of hell, and manfions 
of the damned, and there you will fee how 
fin and the world have rewarded men for all 
the love they have fhewn them. They have 
made moft men miferable, even in this life ; 
but did they ever make any one happy in the 
other ? in which alone happinefs and mifery 
are confiderable, as being there alone un- 
changeable. Confider a man making his ad- 
drefies to his beloved fin, as Sampfon did to 
his Dalilah ; he courts and careffes it, facri- 

,fices his ftrength, and unbofoms his very 


foul to it: he breaks through bars, and gates, - 


and walls, to vifit it; is impatient of want- 


t- 


ing the delights of it’s company: and i | 
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how is he recompenfed for all thefe heights 
ef love ? Why, he is anfwered with tricks 
afid arts, with traps and treacheries ; he is 
diffembled with, and betrayed to his mortal 
enemies: thofe eyes are put out by the per- 
fon upon whoni they doted; and the lap he 
flept ini delivers him into perpetual imprifon¢ 
ment; mifery, and-intolerable difgrace. It is 
impoffible for a: man to fhew more love than 
he dées to fin, and it is not poffible for his 
bittereft enemy to pay him with more fatal 
réfurns. The truth is, a man m all his con- 
verfe with fin courts a ferpent, and hugs a 
fcorpion,; which will be fure to ftrike and 
fting him to death for ail his kindnefs. 
_ But becaufe there are other things befides 
fin that ate apt to bid fair for our love, as 
the poffeffions and honours of the world, 
let us fee what kind of requital they make 
_ for that great love that they find from their 
moft paffionate fuitors and purfuers. “A man 
perhaps loves riches with that vehemence of 
,defire, that he thinks gold cannot be bought 
\'oo dear, though the price of it be his natu- 
ral reft, his health, his reputation, his foul, 
aiid every thing. But now after all this, 
w hat does he find in it'to recompenfe fuch 
an unwearied unconquerable love? Can it 
eafe his confcience, when: the injuftice by 
wh ich he gained it, fhall torment him ? Can 
it-r econcile him to heaven? or afford him 
one drop of cold water in hell to cool his 
tong ue when it has brought him thither ? 
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_ And why then fhould a man fling away 
the very fpirit and quinteffence of his foul, 
his love, upon fuch an ungrateful object ag 
can make him no return? Would he be- 
ftow half of his watchings, his labours, and 
painful attendances, in the matters of religi- 
on, in ftating bufineffes hetween God and 
his foul, he might raife himfelf fuch an ine 
tereft, as fhould {corn the batteries of fore 
tune, the injuries of time, and the very pow- 
ers of hell; fuch an one as fhould ftand vice ~ 
forious and eternal, trample upon the world, 
conquer death, and even outlive time itfelf 
Let that thing or perfon therefore have our 
love that will give moft for it: and this thall 
be the firft motive or argument for our pla- 
‘cing it upon Chrift. | 
.2. The fecond fhall be taken from this 
confideration, that Chrift has fhewn the 
greateft love to us. Love is the moft natu- 
ral, proper, and {tated price of love. It is a 
debt that is not to be paid but in kind; it 
feorns all other return or retaliation: and 
-Chrift is fo much beforehand with us in this 
refpect, that fhould we fhow him the ut- 
moft love that humanity is capable of exert- 
ing, yet our love could not come under the 
notion of kindnefs, but of gratitude: for we 
cannot prevent him in the firft a@s; but 
only anfwer him in the fubfequent returns 
of it. It is not a giving but a paying him 
our affection, | 
' The 
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The united voice of all the world hereto- 

fore proclaimed the bafenefs of ingratitude, 

and you needed not have amplified upon the 


topick of feveral vices, to have reprefented 


a man vile; for that charge alone of being 
ungrateful, was a compendious account of all 
ill qualities, and left a greater brand upon a 
man, than whole volumes of fatyrs, and loud 
declamations againft him. 

For the truth is, it is a vice that has in it 
a peculiar malignity tending to diffolve and 
fret afunder the bands of fociety, and ami- 
cable converfe between men; forafmuch as 
fociety fubfifts by a mutual intercourfe of 
good offices; and if there were no corre- 
{pondence and exchange of one friendly acti- 
on for another, company could not be defi- 
rable: and a man might command the fame 
enjoyment in the folitudes of a defert, and an 
howling wildernefs, that he could in a popu- 
lous city, well inhabited, and wifely govern- 
ed. 

Every ungrateful perfon that receives much 
kindnefs but repays none, only acts another 
kind of robbery, for he really withholds a 
due, and is indeed a thief within the pro- 
tection of the law. Ingratitude is as great a 
fin in the fight of God, as any that is punifh- 


able by the laws of men; and has as little to | 


plead for itfelf upon the ftock of human in- 
firmity as any fin whatfoever, For nature 
prompts, and even urges a man to acknow- 


ledge 
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ledge a benefit conferred on him; and that 
fo far, that an obligation no ways an{wered, 
lyes like a load and a burden upon an inge- 
nuous mind: and a man mutt have debauch- 
ed and worn out the natural impreffions of 
ingenuity to a very great degree, before he 
can be unconcerned where he has been much 
obliged. : 

Now Chrift has obliged us with two of 
the higheft inftances of his love to us imagi~ 
nable. 

1. That he died for us. The love of life 
is naturally the greateft, and therefore that 
love that fo far mafters this, as to induce a 
man to lay it down, muit needs be tranfcen- 
dent and fupernatural. For life is the firft 
thing that. nature defires, and the laft that 
it is willing to part with. But how poor 
and low, and in what a pitiful fhallow chan~ 
nel does the love of the world commonly 
run? Let us come and defire fuch an one 
to {peak a favourable word or two for us to 
a potent friend, and how much of coynefs 
and excufe and fhynefs fhall we find? the 
man is unwilling to fpend his breath in /peak- 
ing, much lefs in dying for his friend. Come 
to another, and afk him upon the ftock of a 
long acquaintance, and a profefled kindnefs, 
to borrow but a little money of him, and 
how quickly does he fly to his fhifts, plead- 
ing poverty, debts, and great occafions, and 
any thing, rather than open his own bowels 
a | _ to 
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to refrefh thofe of his poor neighbour? the 


man will not bleed in his purjfe, much lefs 
otherwife, to refcue his. friend from prifon, 
from difgrace, and perhaps a great difafter. 

But now how incomparably full and ftrong 
. muft the love of Chrift needs have heen, 
that could m&ke him facrifice even life itfelf 
for the good of mankind, and not only die, 
but Ge with all the heightning circumftances 
of pain and ignominy; that is, in fuch a 
manner, that death was the leaft part of the 
fufiering ? Let us but fix our thoughts upon 
Chrift hanging, bleeding, and at length dy- 
ing upon the crofs, and we fhall read his 
love to man there, in larger and more vifi- 
ble characters than the fuperf{cription that the 
Jews put over his head in fo many languages, 
All which, and many more, were not fuffi- 
cient to have fully exprefled and fet forth fo 
incredibly: great an affection. . Every thorn 
was a pencil to reprefent, and every groan a 
trumpet to proclaim, how great a love he 
was then fhewing to mankind. 

And now furely our love muft needs be 
very cold, if all the blood that ran in our Sa- 
viour’s veins cannot warm it; for all that was 
fhed for us, and fhed for that very purpofe, 
that it might prevent the fhedding of ours. 
Our obnoxioufnefs to the curfe of the law 
for fin, had expofed us to all the extremity 
of mifery, and made death as due to us, as 
wages to the workman. And the divine 
| | | juftice 
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juftice (we may be fure) would never have 
been bthind-Hafid to pay us our due. The 
dreadfal retribution was certain and unayoid- 
able,-arid therefore fince Chrift could tiot 
prevent; he was pledfed at leaft to divert the 
blow, and-to turn it upon: himfelf; to take 
the cup of God’s fury out of our hands, and. 
to drink .off the very dregs of it. The great 
eft love that mien ufually bear one another, 
is but thew and eeremény, compliment, and 
a meré appearance, in comparifon of this. 
This was fuch a love (as Solomon fays) i8 
ftrong as.déath ; and; to exprefS it yet high- 
ér, fuch an’ ond as was ftronger than the very 
defires of life, 7 
. 2aly, The other ttanfeendetit inftarice of 
Chrif’s love ¢6 rhadRind, was that he did 
not only 4i€ for us,: But dhit he died for us 
while we were eremits; afid (iti the phrafe 
of Scriptdré) éntnity ittelf againft him. It is 
pofliblé indeed that forné natures, of a noble 
friould arid riake than thé generality of the 
World, nitay atife to fuck an heroick degree 
of love, a§ t6 irlduce one friend to die fof 
anther. For the ajoftle fays, that for 4 
good miin' be would even ddre to die. And 
We flay read’ ih heathen ftory of the noble 
coriténtion of two’ friends: which of thett 
fhould have the pleafure and honour. of dy- 
ing ¥A tlhe othet’s f{ttad ;- aid’ writing’. the 
inward: love of his‘ heart’i in the deareft blood 
that did énlivensit. 0 ji 
ae a L, Yet 
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— Yet ftill the love of Chrift to mankind 
runs in another and an higher ftrain: for ad- 
mit that one man had died for another, yet 
ftill t has been for his friend, that is, for 
fomething, if not of equal, yet, at leaft, of 
next efteem to life itfelf, in the common 
judgment of all. Human love will indeed 
fometimes act highly and generoufly, but ftill 
it is upon a faitable object, upon fomethiag 
that is amiable; and if there be either no fu- 
e], or that which is unfuitable, the flame will 
Certainly go out. | 
But the love of Chrift does not find, but: 
make us lovely. It faw us in our blood, Le 
the prophet fpeaks) wallowing in all the 
filth and impurities of our natural corruption, 
and then it faid unto us, Live. Chrift then 
Jaid down his life for us, when we had for- 
feited our own to him. Which ftrange ac- 
tion was, as if a prince fhould give himfelf 
a ranfom for that traitor that would have 
murdered him; and fovereignty itfelf lye 
down upon the block to refcue the neck of 
a rebel from the ftroke.of juftice. This 
was the method and way that Chrift took in 
what he fuffered for us; a method that rea- 
fon might at firft perfuade us to be againft 
nature, and that religion affures us to be a- 
bove it =... | | 
But fuch an one that both reafon and reli- 
gion cannot but convince us to be the high- 
eft and the moft unanfwerable — 
| : | a iGI- 
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a furpaffing love to Chritt on our parts (that 
be it fpoke with reverence) God himfelf 
could afford us. An argument that muft 
render every fin of fo black and difmal an 
hue under the ceconomy of the gofpel, that 
there is no monfter comparable to the fin- 
ner, to him that can hate after fo much love, 
and by his ingratitude rend open thofe 
wounds afrefh that were made only to bleed 
for his offences. 

Having thus fhewn the reafons and argu- 
ments to enforce our love to Chrift, I de- 
{cend ‘now to the 


Third and laft thing, which is to thew 
the figns and characters whereby we may 
difcern this love. Love is a thing that is 
more eafily extinguifhed than concealed. It 
needs no herald to proclaim it, but wherefo- 
ever it is it will be fure to fhow itfelf. Fire 
fhines as well as burns, and needs nothin 
but it’s own light to make it vifible and con- 
fpicuous. 

But yet to make a clearer difcovery of 
the fincerity of our love to Chrift, I 
~ fhall give thefe three fiyns of it. 

1. A frequent and indeed a continual 
thinking of him. /aere your ~~. 1s, 
(faystour Savicur) there will your beart be 
aifo. That is, whatfoever you love and va- 
jue, that wil be fure to take up your 
theuchts, Love defires the preferce of the 

| LL, 2 object 
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object loved, and there is no way to make 
diftant things prefent but by thought. 
Thought gives a man the picture of his 
friend, by continually reprefenting him to 
his imagination. O how love I thy law, fays 


David, it is my meditation day and night. Xt 


- kept him waking upon his bed, and was a 
-greater .refrefhment to him ‘than his naturak 
repofe.. . Let every man reflect upon his own 
experience, and confult the working of his 
own breaft, and he will find how unable he 
is to {hut the door upon his thoughts, and 
to keep them from running out after that 
thing (whatfoever it is) that has feized his af- 


fections. _Whatfoever work he is about, ‘ 


whatfoever place he is in, ftill his thoughts 
are fure to be there. | 
_. And can that man then pretend a love to 
religion, who feldom makes it the bufinefs of 
his thoughts and meditations? He that 
thinks of God but now and then, and by 
chance, or upon the weekly returns of a fer- 
mon, when the preacher interrupts his other 
thoughts, fhows that God and religion are 
ftrangers to his heart, and his moft inward 
affections. David makes this the proper 
' mark, and the very characteriftick of a wick- 
ed and a profane perfon, that God is not in 
all bis thoughts : the very bent and ftream of 
his foul is another way: love is the biafs of 
_ the thoughts, and continually commands and 
_ governs the motion of them. vd therefore 


if 
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if a man would have an infallible account 
of his own. heart, let him impartially afk 
himéelf, what hours he fets afide to meditate 
upon the matters of religion, the ftate of his 
foul, the conditions upon which he muft be 
faved, and what evidences he has of his re 
pentance, and his intereft in the fecond cove- 
nant; as alfo to confider with himfelf the 
quality of his fins, and the meafures of his 
forrow ; and whether after all he gets 
ground of his fin, or his fin of him, Let 
every man (I fay) enquire of his own heart 
what time he allots for thefe thoughts, and 
whether he is not delighted when he can 
retire for this purpofe ; and, on the contrary, © 
erieved and difpleafed when by fome crofs 
accident or other he is diverted and took off 
from thus retreating into himfelf. If he 
finds nothing of this in the courfe of his life, 
(as it is to be feared very few do) let him 
reft aflured that he is not in earneft when he 
calls himfelf a Chrittian. For Chriftianity is 
not his bufinefs, his defign, and confequent- 
ly not his religion: but applied to him is on- 
ly a name, and nothing elfe. - 
2dly, The fecond fign of a fincere love to 
Chrift, is a willingnefs to leave the world, 
whenfoever God fhall think fit to fend his 
meflenger of death to fummon us to a near- _ 
er converfe with Chrift. I defre to be dif- 
folved, and to be «ith Chrift, fays the bleffed 
apoftle. For is it poffible for any to love a 
<3 L3. friend, 
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friend, and not to defire to be with him ? 
Upon which account I have often marvelled 
how fome people are abie to reconcile the 
fincerity of their love to Chrift, with fuch an 
exceffive, immoderate dread of death. For 
do they fear to be in Abraham’s bofem, and 
in the arms of their Saviour? Are they un- 
willing to be completely happy, to be faved 
and glorified, and to have their hopes per- 
fected into poffeffion, and atually to enjoy, 
what they profefs themfelves earneftly to ex- 
ect 3 : 

. Thofe who have a fpiritual fight of thefe 
things, and a rational perfuafion of their title 
to them, furely cannot look upon that, 
through which they muft pafs to them, 
with fo much korrer and confternation. 
The firft effect that a true anda lively faith 
has upon the foul is to conquer the fear of 
death: for if Chrift has done any thing for 
us, he has difarmed that, and took away the 
grimnefs, the fting, and terror of that grand 
adverfary. 

But fome men have fo fet their heart and 
foul upon the things of this world, that it 1s 
death to them to think of dying: they do not 
fo much depart, as are tern out of the world: 
and the feparation between this and them 
is harder than that between their foul and 
their body. How intolerable is it to them, 
to think of parting with a fair eftate, a flou- 
rifhing family, and great honour! How 

hardly 
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hardly are they brought to exchange their 
heaven here below for one above! This is 
the mind of moft ‘men, and it fhews itfelf 
through all their glorious pretences ; but let 
thofe who are fo minded, whatfoever love 
they may profefs -to Chrift, reft affured of 
the truth of this, that they Jove that moj, 
which they are willing to relingui/b laft. 

_ 3dly, A third, and indeed the principal 
fign of a fincere love to Chrift, is a zeal for 
his honour, and an impatience to hear or fee 
any indignity offered him. A perfon truly 
pious will mourn for other men’s fins as 
well as for his own. Mine eyes run down 
with tears (fays David) becaufe men keep not 
thy commandments. He is grieved that God 
is difhonoured, whofoever the perfon be that 
does it. He weeps over the vicious lives of 
thofe that are round about him, though they 
cannot wound his confcience, yet becaufe of 
the wound and blow that the fcandal of them 
gives to religion. For it is the honour and 
reputation of that.that he efpoufes as his own 
concernment ; for as much as every man e- 
ven in temporal things looks upon his very 

erfonal intereit as wrapt up in the credit of 
bis profeffion. And ee where fuch an 
one hears the name of God profaned, religi- 
on fcoffed at, and abufed, his blood boils, 
and his heart grows hot within him, and he 
cannot but vindicate the honour of his Mak- 
er, in reproving the bla{phemer to his teeth. 

: L 4 Some 
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Seme indeed will not difcourfe filthily or 
atheiftically them{ives, but can quietly and 
contenteciy enough hear others do fo; but 
let fuch know that they go fharers in the 
blafphemy that they do not reprehend ; and 
have as little love to Chrift, as that fon to 
his father, who fhould patiently hear him 
reviled and traduced in company, and ac- 
quit himfelf upon this account, that he did 
not revile him himfelf: or that fubject to his 
prince, who could read a libel of him with 
pleafure, and. make good his loyalty to him 
upon this ground, that he was not the au- 
thor of it: though in all bafe and unworthy. 
actions, the difference between the author 
and the approver of them, by. the judgment 
of all knowing perfons, is not great. 
' Never did our Saviour himfelf exprefs fo 
keen and fierce an indignation, as when he 
faw men profaning the temple, and turning 
his Father’s houfe into a den of thieves: he 
then added compulfion to complaint, force 
to his words, and drove out thofe huckiters 
in the face of danger, and in fpite of refift- 
ance, fearing neither the authority of the 
rulers, nor the infolence of the rabble. Thus 
did Chrift manifeft his love to his Father, 
which love he has left as the pattern and 
ftandard by which we fhould meafure our 
love to him. | 
- And. thus I have given you fome furvey: 
of the love that Chriff exacts frcm. alk thafe 
ie Lo who 
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who afpire to the name and privilege of 
Chriftians. You have feen the feveral parts 
and ingredients of it, the arguments for it ; 
and, laftly, the marks and figns declaring it: 
which furely will be of fome ufe and mo-~ 
ment to-every man to’ conduct him in that 
grand enquiry about his {piritual ftate and 
condition. If the love of Chrift is not in 
him, the merits of Chrift’s death belong not 
to him ; but he is a member of Satan, and a 
veffel of reprobation. Certainly had men a 
deep and a lively fenfe of that eternal mifery 
‘ that Chrift has declared the portion of thofe 
who relate not to him, they would give 
their eyes no fleep, nor their thoughts any 
reft, till they had fatisfied themfelves of ‘that 
fincerity that alone mutt ftand between them 
and eternal wrath ; and withal entitle them 
fo thofe numerous and great bleffings that 
lye —— up in the womb of that one com- 
prehenfive promife, shat all things fhall work 
‘together for the good of thofe that love God. 


To which God be rendred and afcrib- 
_ ed, as is moft due, all praife, might, 
majefty and dominion, ers now and 
for evermore. Amen, 


S E. R- 
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Eruestans ii, 12. 7 


In whom we have boldnefs and accefs 
with confidence by the faith of him. 


“HERE is no duty or aétion of re- 

; ‘ ligion, in which it concerns a man 
to proceed with fo much caution 
and exactnefs, as in prayer; it being the 
greateft and moft folemn intercourfe, that 
earth can have with heaven ; the neareft ac- 
cefs to him, who dwells in that light, that is 
indeed inacceffible : and in a word, the moft 
fovereign and fanctified means, to - derive 
bleffing, happinefs, glory, and all that hea- 
ven can gzve, or heart defre upon the crea- 

ture. | 

. But fince the diftance between God and 
us is fo great by nature, and yet greater by 
fin, it concerns us to fee upon what terms of 
fecurity we make our addrefs to him: for it 
cannot be fafe for a traitor to venture himéelf 
as a petitioner into thie prefence of his prince, 
whatfoever his wants or neceffities may be. 
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And that fin puts us in the very fame capa- 


city in reference to God is moft fure; fo 
that if there be no accommodation and re- 
concilement firft found out, for any finner 
to come to God, is but for him to caft him- 
felf into the arms of a confuming fire, to _ 
provoke an imminent wrath, to beg a curfe 
and to folicit his own damnation. 

But Chrift has fmoothed a way for us, 
and turned the tribunal of juftice into a 
throne of grace ; fo that we are commanded 
to change our fears into faith; to lift up our 
beads, as well as our bands, and to come 
with a good heart, not only in refpect of in- 
nocence, but alfo in refpect of confidence. 

For the profecution of the words I fhall 
endeavour te difcuffion of thefe four things. 


I. That there is a certain boldnefs and 
confidence very well confifting with and be- 
coming of our humbleft addrefles to God. 

Il. That the foundation of this confidence 
is laid in the mediation of Jefus Chrift. 

Ill. I thall fhow the reafons why the me- 
diation of Chrift ought to minifter fuch con- 
fidence to us in our accefs to God. 

IVthly and laftly, I fhall fhow whether 
or no there be any other ground, that may 
rationally embolden us in thefe our ap- 
proaches to him. : | 


J. And 
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. | And firft for the firft of thefe, thot 
there is @ certain boldnefs and confidence very 
well confifting with and becoming of our 
humbleft addreffes.to God. This 1s evident ; 
for it is the very language of prayer to treat 
God with the appellation of father; and 
furely every fon may own a decent confidence 
before his father, without any entrenchment 
either upon paternal authority or filial reve- 
rence. For when God by the fpirit of ado 
tion has put ug into the relation of fons, aco: 
does. not expect fromus the behaviour of 
flaves, and allow of no other expreffes of 
our honour to him but diftance and amaze- 
ment, filence and aftonifhment. As: for the 
nature of this confidence, it is not foeafily fet 
forth by any pofitive defcription, as, by the 

appodition that it bears. to it’s extremes; 
sehich are of two forts. 

¥. IndefeG@...2. Inexcefs. 

And firft, for thofe of the firft fort, that 
confift in defeét, 

1. This confidence is in the firft. place 

to defperation and horror of con- 

{cience. A temper that fpeaks aloud in thofe 
defponding ejaculations of the - Pfalmift, 
Pfal. \xxvu. 7, 8,9. ‘ Will the Lord caft 
* off for ever, and will he be favourable no 
“more ? Is his mercy clea. gone for ever, 
‘ and doth his promife fail for evermore: > 
* Hath God forgotten to be gracious, and 
oa — © hath 
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* hath he in'anger fhut up his tender mercies.” 
Every word feems to be the voice of a foul 
 fuppofing itfelf in the very.brink of hell, 
and even already finged with the everlafting 
burnings. Nor does defpair here only put it to 
the qneftion as the Pfalmift does; but takes it 
for a granted. concluded truth, and verily be- 
Keves that matters ftand thus between God 
and the defpairing perfon ; ‘who looks upon 
God as his implacable adverfary, and himéfelf 
as under a condemning fentence that is both 
final and irreverfible. Nothing can be ima- 
gined more black and difmal than thofe 
thoughts and reprefentations, that fuch a 
mind frames to itfelf of God’s power and 
juftice.. Por it thinks that this latter is inex- 
orable, and that the former is wholly im- 
ployed about the execution of it’s fevere de+ 
crees. Thefe grim attributes. conftandy ex- 
ercife and. take up the meditations; which 
confidered with relation to the ftate of a:fin- 
ner, abfolutely in themfelves; aad without 
any qualification or allays from mercy,. muft 
needs drive.a man into all the agonies: and 
terrors of mind that can be. For what can 
a finner hope for, from power and juftice 
without mercy? What can he: exptét but 
the extremity of wrath and revenge?’ A: ft 
paration from God’ and:a confignation ever 
to eternal mileries ? oe 

- But befides, if defpair does fometimes 
think and reflect upon mercy ; yet it: expects 
‘ no 
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no fhare in it; but fuppofes the bowels fhut 
up, the refentings paft, and the day of grace 
fpent and gone. Now fo long as it thus 
mifreprefents and libels God to the confci- 
ence in all his attributes, how is it poffible 
for a man to have the confidence to pray to 
him? Defpair ftupifies and confounds, and 
ftops not only the mouth but the very 
breath, and (as it were) keeps and confines 
a man within himéfelf. 

It is natural for every thing to fly froman . 
enemy, and while a. man apprehends God 
to be fo, he would if it were poffible con- 
vey himfelf out of his very fight. He that 
prefumes to afk a thing of another, is 
prompted to the doing fo, by an opinion of 
the pronenefs of fuch a one to hear and relieve 
him in all his ftraits and neceffities ; but no 
man puts a petition into the hands of his tor- 
mentor, or afks any other favour of his ex- 
ecutioner but to difpatch him quickly. No 
man can pray where he cannot hope. . 
That confidence therefore that muft qua- 
Sify us for and attend us in prayer, is oppofed 
toall kind of defperation, which by making 
a man account God his enemy, and thete- 
‘by forbear praying to him, makes him in- 
deed his own. | 

2. This confidence 1s oppofed alfo to 
doubtings and groundlefs fcrupulofities, 1 Tz. 
di. 8. JI wll (fays Paul) that men pray 
every where lifting up holy bands without 

, | wrath 
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wrath and doubting. Why? .Suppofe they 
fhould doubt and waver in prefenting their 
prayers to God; ‘Yamesi.7. Let not fuch 
an one (fays St. James) think that be fhall re- 
ceive any thing of the Lord. And the rea- 
fon is plain, for no man is to pray for any 
thing, but what God both allows and com- 
mands him to pray for. In which cafe if he 
doubts of the iffue and fuccefs of his prayer, 
is it not clear that his fufpicion upbraids ei- 
ther God’s power, that he cannot, or his 
trath, that he will not make good the effects 
of his promife ? And would any great man 
favour a petitioner that fhould entertain fuch 
thoughts of him?) Would he not rather 
think himfelf affronted than honoured by 
fuch an addrefs? Quz timide rogat, dozet ne- 
gare. No man counts bimfelf any longer 
obliged to do.a kindnefs, after he. comes once 
to be fufpected: for to fufpect a man is to 
afperfe his clearnefs and ingenuity, and plain- 
ly declares that we judge him, not really 
to be what he pretends and appears; than 
which there cannot be a greater and a more 
injurious reflection upon the divine goodnefs, 

:. God does not love a mifgiving half per- 
{uaded ‘petitioner, that comes in fufpence, 
and trembling, fometimes hopes, fometimes 
fluctuates, and in a word, cannot be fo pro- 
perly faid to come as a petitioner as an ad- 
venturer to the throne of mercy. God loves 
to. maintain. worthy apprehenfions of him- 
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felf and of all his dealings, in the minds of 
fach as ferve him ; and it is. but reafon that 
thofe apprehenfions fhould fhine forth in the 
freedom of their deportment, and in their 
frank reliance upon his readinefs to give of 
‘ do whatfoever fhall be fit for them to afk. — 
. But ic will perhaps be pleaded im defenice 
and. excufe of fach doubting, that it artes 
not from any unbecoming thoughts of God, 
but from the fenfe of the unworthinefs of 
him that prays; which. makes him: queftiori 
the fucecfs of his petition, notwithitandmeg 
all the divine mercy and liberality. And this 
feems to be fo far fromm a fault, that it oaght 
_ gather to.be cherifhed and commended as an 
effect of the grace of humility, - | 
_ But.to this I anfwer, that. by the jiea of 
unworthinefs is meant. either an unworthie 
nefs in point of merit; and fo the argument 
would keep a man frorm praying for ever, 
for as muchas none can ever pretetid a-clains 
of merit to the thing he prays for, as fhall 
be more fully obferved hereafter. 
~ Or adly, it is meant of an waweorthine® 
in point of fitnefs to receive the thing prayed 
for ; which fitnefs confifts ii that-evangelical 
fincerity, that makes a man walk with that 
uprightnefs,. as not to allow hirnfelf in. any 
fm. But for a man to plead himielf unt 
worthy upon this account, is'to: plead hime 
felf unfit-to pray: for whatfoever makes him 
fit to pray, makes him fit alfo. to-expect the 
shines 
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thing afked for in prayer. This therefore 


concerns not’ the matter in debate ; for the 
queftion is, whether he that is duly qualified 
for fuch an addrefs to God, can without fin 
doubt of the iffue of that addrefs? Which 
we deny: otherwife it is moft certainly true 
according to that of Solomon, that the prayer 
of the wicked is an abomination to God; and 
that fuch an one may not only lawfully 
doubt, whether he fhall be heard or no, but 
ought to conclude, that without all doubt he 
fhall not be heard. 

But it may be urged further. Does not 
experience fhew, that perfons, that are thus 
qualified in point of fincerity and upright- 
nefs before God, do not always obtain the 
things they fue for, but are fometimes an« 
fwered with a repulfe? For did not David 
earneftly pray for the life of his child, and 
yet was denied it? And the like inftances 
might be produced of feveral other faints. 


‘Now where a man is fure that the prayers of 


the righteous are not always granted, may 
not he very well doubt of the fuccefs of his 


own? 


To this I anfwer. That in that refpeé 
that a man ought to pray forany thing from 
God, the prayer of no rightedus perfon was 
ever denied. For every man is to pray for a 
thing with fubmiffion to the divine will, and 
fo far as God {hall think fit to grant it. And 
in this refpect no man is to entertain the leaft 

os M doubt 
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doubt in prayer, but ftedfaftly to believe that 
God will vouchfafe him the thing he petiti- 
ons for, fo far asthe ends of God’s glory and 
his own good fhall make the granting of that 
thing neceflary. Otherwife for aman to ex- 
pect abfolutely and infallibly the event of 
whatfoever he prays for, only becaufe he 
thought fit to pray for it, is a great folly, 
and a bold prefumption ; it is to determine 
and give meafures to the divine bounty and 
wifdom, to tell it what it ought to do; to 
fend inftructions to heaven, and in a word, 
it = not fo properly to pray as to prefcribe to 
God. | 7 


Having thus fhewn the two extremes to 
which the confidence fpoken of in the text 
is oppofed in point of defect, I come now to 
treat of thofe, to which it is oppofed in 
point of excefs, and to fhew, that as it ex- 
cludes defpair and doubting on the one hand, 
fo it banifhes all rafhnefs and irreverence on 
‘the other. It is indeed hard for the weak 
and unfteady hearts of men to carry them- 
felves in fuch an equal poize between both, 
as not to make the fhunning of one incon- 
venience the falling into another; but the 
greater the danger is, the greater muft be 
-our attention to the rule. | 

1. Firft of all then confidence in point of 
excefs is oppofed to rafhnefs and _precipita- 
tion. Rafhnefs is properly a man’s fudden 
undertaking of any adtion, without a due 
| examina- 
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examination of the grounds or motives that 
may encourage him to it, and of the reafons 
that may on the other fide dehort and deter 
him from it: an omiffion of either of which 
makes it rafh and unreafonable. And prayer 
furely of all other duties and actions, ought 
to be a reafonable fervice. It calls upon him 
that undertakes it to confider before he re- 


folves, again and again to confider, into 


what prefence he is going, what the thing is 
that he is about to do, what preparednefs 
and fitnefs he finds in himfelf for it, what 
the advantages of a right, and what the fad 
confequences of an undue performance of it 
are like to be. 

_ [have read that it has been reported of 
an holy perfon, that he ufed to beftow an 
whole hour at leaft in meditation before he 
kneeled down to that prayer, which perhaps 
he uttered in three minutes. He that goes 
about to pray, muft know that he goes a- 
bout one of the weightieft and the grandeft 
actions of his whole life. And therefore let 
him turn his thoughts to all the ingredients 
and circumftances relating to it; let him me- 
ditate before what a pure and a piercing eye 
he prefents himfelf, fuch an one as fhoots 
into all the corners and recefies of his heart 
like a fun-beam, as ranfacks all his moft con+ 
cealed thoughts, views all the little indirect 
defigns, the excurfions and wanderings of 
his fpirit, and fpies out the fist eatly bud- 
| M 2 ‘dings 
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dings and inclinations of his corruption. 
And as it fees them, fo it cannot but abhor 
and deteft them, unlefs their guilt be wafh- 
ed off by repentance, and covered under the 
imputed righteoufnefs of a Saviour. 
~ Let him confider, how it were like to 
fare with him, if this fhould happen to be 
his laft prayer, and God fhould ftop his - 
breath in the very midft of it, and interrupt 
him with a fummons into another world: 
whether in fuch a cafe, he fhould be found 
in a fit pofture to own an appearance at that 
fearful tribunal, without blufhing and con- 
fufion of face. No manis fit to pray, that 
is not fit to die. | 

Let him confider alfo, whether there are 
not the fcores of old fins yet uncancelled ly- 
ing upon his hand? Whether he is not in 
arrears to God in point of gratitude for 
paft mercies, while he is begging new; 
and whether he has not abufed that bounty 
that he is now imploring, and made the li- 
berality of heaven the inftrument of his va- 
nity and the very’ proveditor for his luft; 
even ina literal fenfe turning the grace of 
God into wantonnefs.. Thefe things fhould 
be recolleéted and canvafled with a deep, 
clofe, and intent reflection, and all reckon- 
ings (as much as poffible) fet even between 
God and the foul. 7 | 

David would firft wath his hands in in- 
nocency, before he would prefume to com- 
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pafs God’s altar, Pfal. xxvi. 6. But how few 
are there, that think preparation any part of 
this duty ? They bolt immediately into the 
prefence of God, though perhaps they come: 
but newly from doing that, that they would 
not own in the prefence of men. They 
come with the guilt of frefh fins warm up- 
on their confciences, lifting up thofe hands 
in prayer, that were lately bufied in all kind 
of rapine and violence; and joining in it 
with thofe tongues, that were not long be- 
fore the inftruments of railing filth and ob- 
fcenity. As David wafhed his hands, fo 
{uch perfons fhould do well to wafh their 
mouths alfo, before they approached the 
place of divine worfhip, efpecially when they 
were to bear a part in it. With what awe 
and veneration did Jacob look and think up- 
on the place where God had appeared to 
him ! Genefis xxviil. 16, 17. ‘ Surely, fays he, 
© the Lord was in this place and I kriew tt not ; 
‘ and be was afraid, and faid, bow dreadful 
° 2s this place! it is none other but the houfe 
* of God.’ But fad experience fhews, that 
men now a-days refort to that that they both 
call and think the houfe of God; but yet 
behave themfelves in it, asif it were neither 
holy nor dreadful: though if God were not 
more merciful than men are finful, they 
would feel by a fevere inftance that it was 


both. 
M 3 | There 
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There is fome boldnefs that is the effect 
of blindnefs; and furely it is this, that brings 
men to fo facred and fo concerning an action 
as prayer is, with fuch trivial {pirits, fuch 
rambling unrecollected thoughts, and fuch 
offenfive profane behaviours. But fuch per- 
fons muft know, that this is far from the 
boldnefs mentioned in the text: and that 
though God both allows and enjoins a due 
confidence in our accefles to him, yet full 
they are to remember that confdence does 
not exclude caution. 

2. The confidence fpoke of in the text, 
in point of excefs is oppofed to impu- 
dence or irreverence; which, the truth is, 
is Lut the natural effect and confequent of 
the former: for he that confiders not the {a- 
crednefs of a thing or action, cannot eafily 
pay it that devotion and reverence that the 
dignity of it requires. There are many 


ways by which this irreverence may fhow it- 


felf in prayer, but I fhall more efpecially 
mention and infift upon two. 

1. The ufing of faucy familiar expreffions 
toGod. A practice that fome heretofore de- 
lighted in to that degree of extravagance, 
that he that fhould have ftood without the 
church, and not feen what was doing with- 
in it, would have verily thought that fome- 
body was. talking to his equal and compani- 
on ; now the ground of this muft needs have 
been from grofs, low, and abfurd concer- 
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tions of God, and withal very fond and high 
opinions of themfelves, by which they 
thought themfelves fuch abfolute mafters of 
his favour, and bound fo clofe to him by 
election, that they were to befpeak him at 
a different rate of fellowfhip and perempto- 
rinefs from all other mortals. And accord- 
ingly, they would utter themfelves to him 
as if they were perfectly acquainted with all 
his counfels, knew his mind, and read over 
his decrees: and if need were, could advife 
him in many matters relating to the govern- 
ment of the world. | 

And therefore their ufual dialect was, 
We know, Lord, that this and this is thy 
way of dealing with thy faints ; and that thou 
canft not be angry with thofe whofe heart is 
right with thee, though they may fometimes 
out of infirmity trip into a perjury, a mur- 
der or an adultery. Nay, and they would 
tell God to his face, that he had revealed fuch 
a thing to them; when perhaps within two 
or three days, the event proved clean con- 
trary. When their armies were in the field, 
they would utually at home befiege God 
with fuch expreffions, Lord, if thou fhouldedt 
forfake us thy peculiar inheritance, who are 
called by thy name, where wouldit thou find 
fuch another praying people? And again, 
Lord, thou may{t out of anger to the nation, 
deliver thy chofen ones into the hands of 
their enemies, but confider what thou doeft. 

: M 4 : 
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It would be endiefs, and indeed unfavoury, 
to draw forth all the flowers of their profane 
rhetorick, with which they fo liberally fluffed 
their impudent harangues which they were 
pleafed to call prayers. 

And the rude familiarity of their expref- 
fions was attended with an equal rudenefs 
of gefture and motion, throwing forth their 
arms, fweating and czrrying their whole bo- 
dies fo, as if their prayer was indeed a wreffling 
aith God without a metaphor. But it is 


{trange that any fhould be able to perfuade — 


themfelves that this fhould be zeal, and the 
proper fervour of devotion, when common 
{enfe and good manners generally prompt 
men to a greater warinefs and reftraint up- 
on themfelves in their appearance before an 
earthly fuperior. For no man fhakes his 
prince by the hand, or accofts him with an 
hail fellow well met. And if the laws and 
cuftoms of naticns will by no means endure 
{uch boldnefs to fovereign princes, for fear of 
debafing majefty, and fo by degrees dimi- 
nifhing the commanding force of govern- 
ment, furely there ought to be more care 
ufed in managing our deportment toward 
God; fince the inypreffions we have of 
things not feen by us, are more eafily worn 
_ off, than thofe that are continually renewed 
‘upon the mind by a converfe with vifible 
objects. And that which will bring us into a 
contempt ef cur earthly prince whom we 

~ {ee, 
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fee, is much more likely to bring us into a ° 
light efteem of our heavenly King whom 
we have not feen. Weare to ufe fuch words 
as may not only manifeft, but alfo encreafe 
our reverence; we are (as I may fo fay) to 
keep our diftance from God, in our very ap- 
proaches to him. But fuch undue familiari- 
ty, as it does for the moft part arife from 
contempt, fo it always ends 27 it. 

2. This irreverence in prayer, fhews itfelf 
in a man’s venting his crude, fudden, ex- 
temporary conceptions before God. Why 
God fhould be pleafed with that, which in- 
telligent men laugh at, I cannot underftand. 
And there is nothing more loathfom and of- 
fenfive to difcreet ears, than the loofe, indi- 
gefted, incoherent babble, of fome bold, 
felf-opinioned perfons, who in their talk are 
fenfelefs and endlefs. Some indeed fanctify 
their unpremeditated way of fpeaking to 
God, by calling it praying by the Spirit ; 
and fo entitling the Holy Ghoft to all their 
impertmencies, which is to excufe or defend 
boldnefs with blafphemy. But furely folly 
is no fuch difficult thing, that any man 
fhould need to fetch it from a fupernatural 
caufe, and owe his abfurdities to immediate 
infpirations. For if this be to pray by the 
Spirit, a man needs only to forget himfelf, 
to baulk the ufe of his reafon, and to let his 
words fly at random without care or obfer- 
vation, and he fhall find very plentiful affift- 
ances of this nature, | But 
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But to vindicate the Spirit of God from 
thefe unworthy imputations, and withal to 
dafh fuch impudent pretences, we are to 
know that the Spirit meafures out his affift- 
ance to men in the ufe of the means proper for 
the effecting or accomplifhing of any work ; 
but fufpends and denies that affiftance, where 
the ufe of thofe means is neglected ; for he 
co-operates with men according to the efta- 
blifhed courfe of working proper to their 
natures: and no man prays and preaches 
more by the Spirit, than he that beftows 
time and ftudy in the orderly difpofing of 
what he is to fay; and fo imploys and exerts 
_ thofe faculties of mind, which the Spirit of 
- God endowed him with, for the better and 
more exact management of thofe holy fer- 
vices that he ftands engaged in, 

Were a man to petition his prince, or to 
plead at the bar for his life, I believe none 
could perfuade -him to venture the iffue of 
fo great an action upon his extempore gift. 
But admit that a man be never fo well fur- 
nifhed with an ability of fpeaking fuddenly 
and without premeditation; yet certainly 
premeditation and care would improve and 
heighten that ability, and give it a greater 
force and luftre in all performances. And if 
fo, we are to remember that God calls for 
our beft and our utmoft ; we are to bring the 
faireft and the choiceft of our flock for an 
offering, and not to facrifice a lame, uncon- 
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cocted, wandering difcourfe to God, when 
our time and our parts are able to furnifh us 
with one much more accurate and exact. 
When a Roman gentleman invited Auguftus 
Cefar to fupper, and provided him but a 
mean entertainment, Czfar very properly 
took him up with an Unde mibi tecum tanta 
familiaritas? Friend, pray bow come you and 
Ito be fo fanuliar ? Great perfons think them- 
felves entertained with refpect, when they 
are entertained with fplendor; and they 
think wifely and rightly. In like manner 
God will reject fuch fons of prefumption and 
impertinence with difdain, and though they 
took no time for the making of their prayers, 
yet he will take time enough before he will 


- grant them. 


But befides, to difmifs this fuppofition, it 
is indeed fcarce poffible, but much fpeaking 
without care or ftudy, muft needs put the 
fpeaker upon unfeemly repetitions and tauto- 
logies, which Chrift moft peculiarly cautions 
his difciples againft as an Heathenifh thing, 
yn Mazth. vi. where he prefcribes them that 
excellent form of prayer, compofed with fo 
much fulnefs, f{tri¢tnefs, and fignificancy of 
fenfe, that it is impoffible for any thing that 
is extempore to refemble it. He that does 
not confider and weigh every word of his 
prayer, will find it very unfit to be weighed 
more feverely by God himfelf in the balance 
of the fanctuary ; who wil account no man 

to 
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to fpeak pioufly , who does not alfo {peak pro- 
perly in his devotions. And therefore I fhall 
conclude this particular with that moft di- 
vine and excellent direction given by Solo- 
- mon concerning this matter, Ecclefaft. v. 2. 
Be not rafb with thy mouth, and let not thine 
heart be hafty to utter any thing before God ; 
Sor God is in heaven a thou upon earth: 
therefore let thy words be few. When we 
fpeak to a fuperior, to ufe words few and 
expreffive is the proper dialect of refpect. 

And thus I have finifhed the firft thing 
propofed for the handling of the words, 
which was to fhew that there was a certain 
confidence well becoming our humbleft ad- 
drefles to God, and withal to demonftrate 
what this confidence was; which I, have 
done, by fhewing that it 1s fuch an one as 
ftands oppofed both to defpair and doubting 
on the one hand, and to rafhnefs and irre- 
verence on the other. 


II. Icome now to the fecond particular, 
which is to fhew that the foundation of this 
confidence is laid in the mediation of Chritft. 
Where there is a breach of amity between 
two perfons, of which the offended perfon 
is much the fuperior, upon which account 
his dignity will not permit him to feek or 
offer a reconcilement ; as on the other fide, 
the inferior condition of him that is the of- 
fender, will not let him dare to attempt one ; 

It 
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it is manifeft, that unlefs there be fome third 
perfon to interpofe between both, the breach 
muft needs be perpetual and incurable. Jf 
was thus between God and man upon his 
apoftacy from God: God was too great, too 
glorious immediately by himfelf to court his 
rebel creature, and the creature too vile and 
obnoxious to treat with his injured fovereign: 
whereupon they muft have both prepared 
for mutual acts of hoftility, had not Chrift 
God and man undertook to mediate and- 
compromife the difference on both fides ; fo 
that every finner has caufe to {peak to Chrift 
as the Ifraelites did to Mofes, an eminent 
type of him, Speak thou unto us and for us 
too, and we will hear, but let not God the 
Father fpeak to us, or we to him left we 
die. A guilty perfon is but a bad advocate. 
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| EPHESIANS ill. 12. 


In whom we have boldnefs and accefs 
with confidence by the faith of bins. 


T HE difeuffion of thefe words F fhall 


manage in thefe two particulars. 


I. I thall thew that the confidence be- 
goming a Chriftian in his acces to God by 
prayer, is founded upon the mediation of 
Chrift, 

IJ. I thall enquire whether there be any 
other ground upon which this confidence 
may rationally found itfelf. 


And firft for the firft of thefe, that the 
confidence becoming a Chriftian in his ac- 
cefs to God by prayer, is founded upon the 
mediation of Chrift. 

But now this dependence of our fpiritual 
affairs upon Chrift’s mediation, will be yet 
more evidently fet forth, in the difcuffion of 
the third particular : 

| III. Which 
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TI}. Which is to fhew the reafon why 
Chrift’s mediation ought to minifter fuch 
confidence to us in our accefs to God. 

He that is confident in any action, grounds 
his confidence upon the great probability of 
the happy iffue and fuccefs of that action; 
and that probability of fuccefs is grounded 
upon the fitnefs of the perfon entrufted with 
the management of it. In one word, there- 
fore, the reafon of grounding our confidence 
upon Chrift’s mediation, is the incompara- 
ble, fingular fitnefs of Chrift for the per- 
formance of that work; which fitnefs will 
appear by confidering him under a threefold 
relation or refpect. 

1. In refpect of God, the perfon with 
whom he is to mediate. 

2. In refpect of men, the perfons for 
whom he mediates. 

3. In refpect of himfelf, who difcharges 
this office. 

1. And firft we will confider him in ites 
tion to God, with wiom he is to mediate ; 
who alfo in this bufinefs may fuftain a dou- 
ble capacity in relation to Chrift. 

(1.) Of a Father. (2.) Of a Judge. 

(1.) And firft if we confider him as his 
Father ; there cannot be a more promiling 
ground of fuccefs in all his pleas for us. For 
who fhould be heard and prevail, if nota 
Son pleading before his Father? where the 
| very 
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very nearnefs of the relation is a more com- 
manding rhetorick, than words and {peeches 
can beftow upon a caufe. Nature itfelf takes 
the caufe in hand, and declaims it with more 
power and infinuation than the higheft and 
‘the moft perfuafive oratory. ‘To have the 
Judge’s ear is a great matter, but his Son has 
his heart alfo. To be fure of an audience is 
a privilege that every advocate cannot attain 
to; but he may wait and wait, and at length 
go away unheard: and if perhaps he does 
obtain an hearing, yet he is not fure to carry 
it on without rubs and fupercilious checks, 
that fhall difhearten both his client and him- 
felf: he brings no advantage to the caufe by 
his own perfon; fo that if it fucceeds, it 
muft be upon the account:of an invincible 
prevailing evidence of merit. It muft ina 
manner be it’s own pleader. It muft argue 
and {ct off itfelf, and without any affiftances 
of favour, prevail entirely by the abfolute 
victorioufnefs of truth. 
_ But a good caufe managed by an accepta- 
ble and a favoured perfon, it is like a fharp 
weapon weilded by a mighty arm, that en- 
ters deeper and further, being drove home 
by a double caufe, it’s own keennefs, and 
the other’s ftrength. It is impoffible indeed 
for the unchangeable rectitude of the divine 
nature to warp, or deviate in the leaft man- 
ner from truth or juftice, out of favour to 
perfons. Yet where favour is confiftent 
a with 
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with juftice, as oftentimes it may undoubt- 
edly be, there the Sonfhip of the Advocate 
muft needs facilitate and promote the caufe. 
But however admitting that favour can have- 
no place in matters of this nature; yet it is 
a folid argument of comfort and encourage- 
ment to finners, that their caufe is in fuch 
hands as can reflect no prejudice or difad- 
vantage upon it. ‘Their Advocate is not dif- 
gufted or obnoxious, and in need to plead 
for himfelf, before he can be in a capacity 


to be heard for his client. It is enough that 


if there be any poffibility of favour, they are 
fure of it. That they have an intereft on 
their fide; an intereft founded upon the 
neareft and the deareft relation. They fpeak 
toa Father by the mouth of his Scn, and 
what is more, of bs only Son: fo that they 
may hope with the higheft reafon and argu- 
ment; and to put an impoffible {uppofition, 
though their caufe fhould fall, yet their con- 
fidence is founded upon a rock. > 
(2.) We will confider God relating to 
Chrift asa Judge. And ‘Here we will firh 
reprefent to ourfelves all that the office and 
feverity. of a judge can engage him to. We 
will confider him with all the rigours of 
juftice, void of favour, inflexible, immovea- 
ble, and exaéting all by a ftrict rule, a rule 
that he will not in the leaft recede from; a 
rule admitting of no mitigation or difpenta- 
tion; but awarding to all actions a recom- 
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pence according to the moft rigid and nice 
proportions of equality and merit. We will 
confider him as clothing him(felf with all the 
terrors of mount Sinai; uttering a fiery law, 
that {peaks nothing but death and a curfe to 
the difobedient ; and requires the forfeit of a 
foul for every tranfgreffion. Yet notwith- 
{tanding all this, we may with confidence 
reft ourfelves upon the mediation of Chrift 
with God, for thefe two reafons, 

1. Becaufe he appears for us not only as 
an Advocate, but as a Surety, paying down 
to God on our behalf the very utmoft that 
his juftice can exact. He fuffered, he bled, 
he died for thofe for whom he intercedes ; 
fo that he brings fatisfa€tion in one hand, 
while he prefents a petition with another. 
He undertakes and pays the debt, and there- 
by cancels the bond; fo that the law and 
juftice itfelf have loft their hold of the fin- 
mer, and he is become a difcharged and a 
juftified perfon.. 

And furely fuch an one may pray with 
confidence and hope for all the bleffings of 
divine mercy, when his Surety has cleared 
off all {cores with his juftice. He may take 
up the apoftle’s demand, Who fhall lay any 
thing to the charge of God’s eleét? It is God 
that juftifies, and he may add further, st zs 
Chrift. that intercedes; Chrift that brings a 
price for what he afks, that can plead a 
right ;. and, if need be, even appeal to God’s 
juftice. 7 II. But 

I 


SERMON VIIL 149 


II. But, fecondly, we have yet another 
ground of building our ar bee upon 
Chrift’s mediation with God, though confi- 
dered as a Judge; becaufe he himfelf has 
appointed him to this work: It was he that 
laid help upon one that is mighty, as the 
Pfalmift fays, Pfalm \xxxix. 19. and thef 
made the man of kis right band, the Son of 
man, firong for bimfelf, Pfalm Ixxx. 17. He 
prepared and endowed him with qualificati- 
ons fit for fo great an employment. Upor 
which account he is called the Chri/?, that is, 
the Anointed of God: for with the Jews, 
kings, priefts, and prophets, that is, perfons 
defigned to the higheft offices and charges, 
were initiated into them by the ceremony of 
anointing : whereupon Chrift who was to 
fuftain all thefe offices, is faid to have been 
anointed with the oil of gladnefs absve his fel- 
low 


So , 
But now, if God thus conftitutes Chrift a 
mediator between himfelf and finners, cer- 
tainly it is an evident demontftration, that he 
will hear and accept him in the management 
of that very work that he called him to, and 
put him upon. No judge commands an ad~ 
vocate to {peak, and when he {peaks pre- 
fently fhuts his ears. This would be to con- 
tradict himfelf; and to mock the other: 
which God’s truth and goodnefs will not 
fuffer him to do. What Chrift does in this 
N 2 matter, 
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matter, he does upon the very account of 
obedience, and has a call and a command to 
vouch for the fuccefs of his appearance, and 
therefore cannot be rejected or kept off as an 
intruder. He that bids another afk a thing 
of him, tells him in effect that he is refolved 
to grant it. He that invites, promifes an 
admittance. » : ) | 
And thus I have fhewn Chrift’s fitnefs. 
for the work of mediation, in refpect of 
God, and that confidered, either as a Father, 
or as a Judge. | | = 
2. In the next place we are to confider 
his fitnefs for this work in reference to men, 
for whom he mediates; which will appear 
from that fourfold relation that he bears to 
them. 
1. Of a friend. 2. Ofa brother. 3. Of 
a furety. 4..Ofa Lord and matter. | 
1. And firft let us look upon him as a 
friend ; that is, as one that we may truft 
with our neareft concernments as freely as 
ourfelves. And Chrift has folemnly owned. 
this relation to all believers: fo that we may 
with the greateft chearfulnefs and affurance, 


commit the prefenting of our petitions to | 


him, whofe care-and folicitoufnefs for the 
fuccefs of them, will be the fame with ours. 
Friendfhip is: an active and a venturous 
thing, and where it is real, it will make a 
man bolder and more. importunate ’ for his 
friend than for himfelf. Now Chrift has all 
ocho i the 
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the perfections of human friendthip, with- 


out the flaws and weaknefies of it: and 
furely he will. beftow a prayer for thofe for 
whom he would fpend a life. Though the 


prefence of God is terrible to behold, and 


‘his anger much more terrible to feel, yet 


Chrift has declined neither of them, but 


made his way to the former, by a refolute 
undergoing of the latter. 


~ Many men will indeed profefs themfelves 
to be friends, and expect to be accounted 
fo: but if at any time they are defired to 
{peak a good word to a great perfon in the 


-behalf of one to whom they have made all 


thefe profeffions, they will defire to be ex- 
cufed ; they muft not fpend and lavifh away 
an intereft upon other people’s advantages, 
but referve it frefh and entire for themfelves. 

Sad were the condition of finners, fhould 
the friendthip of Chrift fhew_ itfelf at this 
rate. A friend in the court of--heaven 
would do them but little good, that would 


~ not fo much as befriend them with a word. 


But Chrift is interceding for us night and 
day; prefenting our prayers to the Father, 
and making them effectual by his own. 

2. Let us confider Chrift as a brother, and 
fo we have a further caufe to repofe a con- 
fidence in him, in point of his mediation for 
us. For although it does not always fall out 
that the neareft relations are the beft friends, 
yet it is a fault that they are not fo; and 
| _ N33 therefore 
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therefore we may be fure, that Chrift, who 
cannot commit a fault, cannot but equal the 
nearnefs of the relation he bears to us with a 
proportionable meafure of affection. He is 
the Son of God by nature, and becanfe we 
cannot be fo too, he has made us fo by a- 
‘doption. ‘fobn i. 12. To as many as recerved 
him, be gave power to become the fons of God. 
So that he has even united us into one famir 
ly with himfelf. Epbef. ili. 15. By whom 
the whole family in heaven and earth ts named, 
Nay, and to advance the relation yet nearer, 
becaufe it was impoflible for duft and afhes 
to afpire to a participation of the divine na- 
ture, he was pleafed to defcend to the af- 
fumption of ours, and to become the Son of 
mai, not by adoption only, but really and 
naturally : to be done of our bone, ana flefh 
of our flefh ; to own the fame human affec- 
tions, and, in a word, not to decline our 
very infirmities, 

_ Which being fo, we may very well own 
all that confidence of fucceeding through the 
mediation of Chrift, that the fidelity of a 
friend, and the dearnefs of a brother, may 
adminifter to us. For fhould a brother pre- 
varicate and prove falfe, nature itfelf would 
feem to fly in his face, and upbraid his un- 
human perfidioufnefs, Society would mark 
him out as a common enemy to mankind, 
‘ aud unfit for converfe. 


Brotherhood 
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Brotherhood unites perfons by a certain 
tie, that is not only forcible but facred; and 
to violate it by any falfenefs or treachery of 
behaviour, is to injure not only a man, but 
even humanity itfelf. And therefore what- 
foever bufinefs any one puts into his brother’s 
hands, he counts as fecure as if it were in 
his own. And we may be fure that Chrift 
will be as much more concerned for our af- 
fairs than an earthly brother, as fuch a bro+ 
ther would be more than an ordinary ac- 
quaintance. 

. Let us confider Chrift as our furety ; 
si fo we fhall find the fame, if not a great- 
er caufe, of being confident of him as our 
mediator. It is not every friend, nor every 
brother, that will be a furety; fince the love 
that muft raife one to undertake this even 
amongft men, muft be a love greater than 
he bears to himfelf: for he that ventures to 
be a furety for another, ventures an undoing 
for his fake; and there is not any thing lefs 
to be wondered at in common life, than to 
fee fuch perfons undone: fo that nothing is 
more certain in human affairs, than that af- 
fertion of Solomon, That he that hateth fure- 
tifkip is fure. 

But the debt that Chrift was our furety 
for, was as much greater than the greateft 
that befals men in worldly matters, as eter- 
nity is greater than time, as heaven is above 
earth, and the executions of an infinite 
N 4. wrath 
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wrath above the flight weak revenges of a 
mortal power. He bore our iniquities, Ha. \ii. 
and placed himfelf before the juftice of his 
Father, as refponfible for all that the law 


could charge us with: and being made thus | 


obnoxious by his own free choice, wrath 
came upon him to the uttermoft: he drank off 
the cup of God’s fury, and fqueezed out the 
very dregs. All this he did in our ftead, in 
our room, in our perfons, whom he repre- 
fented in all that great action. 

And now, after fuch an experiment of his 
love to us; can we doubt that he will ftick 
at the lefler and lower inftances of kindnefs? 
that he will refufe to manage and enforce 
our petitions at the throne of grace, who 
did not refufe to make himfelf an offering to 
_ juftice? We may reft affured that he will 
not be wanting to the profecution of our 
intereft, whe, by the very office that he has 
undertook, has made our intereft. his own. 

_Athly, and laftly, For the further con- 
firmation of our confidence in our addreffes 
to God, we will confider Chrift under a very 
different relation from all the former, and 
‘that is as he is our Lord and mafter. Ma- 
jefias & amor, fovereignty and love, (as the 
poet obferves) do but ill cohabit in the fame 
breaft; and the truth is, love prompts to 
fervice, and fovereignty imports dominion : 
and. fo proceed in a very contrary ftrain. 


Yet Chrift has united them-both in himfelf : 


for 
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for as he is the moit abfolute of Lords, fo 
he is the beft and the moft faithful of friends, . 
the kindeft brother, and the ableft furety. 
Nay, and he has founded our friendfhip and 
our fubjection to him, things very different, 
upon the fame bottom; which is obedience 
to his laws. ‘fobn xv. 14. Ye are my 
friends, if ye do whatfoever I command you: 
And elfewhere he tells us of the homage we 
owe him in ‘fobn xiii. 13. Ye call me Lord 
and mafter, and ye do well; for fo I am. 
But this relation, though it fpeaks {uperiority 

and diftance, yet it imports alfo kindnefs and 
protection. For what mafter is there of a 
worthy and a generous fpirit, that does not 
ef{poufe the intereft and good of his fervant? 
and efteem himfelf anfwerable for it as for a 
truft, which all the principles of religion, 
humanity, and good nature, will call him to 
an account for? 

Chrift fhews fufficiently how far he owns 
himfelf concerned for his fervants, where he 
declares, that he looks upon every courtefy 
or injury done to the leaft of them, as done 
to himfelf, in Matt. xxv. 45. And as he 
owns them before men, fo he is not afham- 
ed to acknowledge them before his Father 
in heaven; to further their prayers, to en- 
dear their ‘perfons, to recommend their fer- 
‘vices, and, in a word, to be their conftant, 
indefatigable interceffor. 


Now, 
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Now, under this relation of Lord, I fup- 
ofe we may confider that alfo by ‘which 
Chrift owns himfelf for our bead; than 
which there cannot be one more peculiarly 
fitted to encourage us in the bufinefs of 
prayer. For when any of the members are 
agerieved, or ill at eafe, it is the head that 
muft complain and cry out for relief. Nor 
needs it any intelligence from the afflicted 
part; but it feels it by a quick fympathy, 
and utters what it feels by a kind of neceffity. 
And it is as impoffible for an arm or a leg 
to be broke, and the head to be unconcern- 
ed; as for any member of the myftical body 
of Chrift to be under a preffing calamity, 
and for Chrift the head not to be fenfible of 
that mifery, and to vent his fenfe of it by a 
vigorous interceffion with his Father for it’s 
removal. 

And thus I have fhewn thofe four relati- 
ons that Chrift bears to believers; every one 
of which is a pregnant and a forcible argu- 
ment for us, to depend upon his mediation 
for the fuccefs of our prayers, and the ac- 
ceptance of our perfons, in all our addrefles 
to the Father. 

3. I come now in the third and laft place, 
to demontftrate the fitnefs of Chrift to be a 
mediator for us, by confidering him in re- 
fpect of himfelf, and thofe qualifications in- 
herent in him, which fo particularly ~_ 

an 
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and difpofe him for this work: of which I 
fhall mention and infift upon three. 

1. That he is perfectly acquainted with 
all our wants and necefiities. 

2. That he is heartily fenfible of, and 
concerned about them. 

3. That he is beft able to exprefs and fet 
them forth to the Father. | 

1. And firft for the firft of thefe, his ac- 
_quaintance with our condition ; we need not 
fpend much time or labour to inform our ad- 
vocate of our cafe: for his omnifcience is be- 
forehand with us: he knows all our affairs, 
and what is more, our hearts, better than we 
ourfelves. And it is our happinefs that he 
does fo: for by this means he is able to fup- 
ply the defects of our prayers, and to beg 
thofe things for us that our ignorance was not 
aware of. And what is yet a greater advan- 
tage, he is upon this account able alfo to cor- 
rect our prayers. For fuch is the fhortnefs 
ef our underftanding, and the weaknefs of 
our affections, that we pray fometimes for 
thofe things that would prove our bane and 
our deftruction: we beg heartily for a mif- 
chief, and importune God to be fo favoura- 
ble, as to ruin us at our defire. In which 
cafe furely it concerns us to have fomebod 
fo counter-petition us, and to afk a fith while 
we are begeirig for a ferpent; and to be fo 
kind to us as to keep our prayers from be- 
ing granted, - 
a A man 
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A man perhaps is vifited with fickne(fs, 
and paffing his days in pain and languifhing, 
puts up many an hearty prayer to God to 
re{tore him to health and eafe ; but all: this 
time he is ignorant of the end and defign of 
this vifitation: for poffibly the diftemper of 
his body is every day miniftring to the .cure 
of his foul, to the mortification of his pride, 
his luft, and worldly mindednefs: and. per- 
haps God who forefees all accidents, and 
knows upon what little wheels and hinges 
the events of things move, underitands affu- 
redly that his ficknefs removes him out of 
harm’s way, and fecures him from thofe pe- 
culiar occafions of fin, that being well and 
healthful he would inevitably fall into, and 
perhaps deplorably fall by. But now Chrift 
has a full comprehenfion of all thefe poffibi- - 
lities, and knows what would promote and 
what would annoy every man in his fpiritual 
eftate: he knows when ficknefs will fet a 
man nearer to heaven than health can do ; 
when poverty, banifhment, and affliction, 
fubferve the purpofes of grace, and the great 
interefts of eternity, better than all the afflu- 
ence of fortune, the higheft preferments, 
and the moft undifturbed profperity. : 
_ As it is an -happinefs for. fome men not to 
be left to their own choice, but to refign 
themfelves up to the guidance and difpofal 
of one of greater experience; fo it is the 
fafeft courfe for many not to be permitted — 
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to ftand or fall according to their own 
prayers. For it is not always piety or dif- 
cretion that indites them, but an impatience 
of fome prefent grievance, or a paffionate 
defire of fome earthly enjoyment, affections 
that in many circumftances border too near 
upon fin: and therefore the prayers that pro- 
ceed from them are never granted by God 
but in anger, and with an intent to punifh 
and to blaft the perfon that makes them. _ 

Such prayers are never feconded or back- 
ed by Chrift’s interceflion, unlefs for the 
begging of their pardon, and excufing their 
folly, and their unfitnefs; and then God 
may be faid moft gracioufly to hear them, 
when for the mediation of Chrift he pardons 
and denies them: which mediation of his 
takes it’s meafures of acting, not by our de- 
fires, but our wants; of which he is the 
moft competent Judge, as being more privy 
to them than our very confciences ; for they 
may be deceived and deluded, but he can- 
not. And thus much for the firft thing 
that qualifies Chrift to be our Mediator, that 
he knows every thing belonging to our {piri- 
tual eftate certainly and infallibly. 

2. The fecond is, that he is heartily fen- 
fible of, and concerned about, whatfoever 
concerns us. Without which his knowledge 
would avail us but little. For the bare 
knowing of a thing engages no man to act 
in it, And therefore Chrift is reprefented 
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to us as one that is touched with the fenfe 
of our infirmities, as fharing our griefs, and 
bearing a part in our forrows; which ve 
thing renders him a merciful High Prieft, © 
and ready to intercede for us with the fame 
vehemence and importuanity, that by a per- 
fonal endurance of thofe miferies he might 
be prompted to for himfelf. He that would 
fpeak earneftly and forcibly of any thing, 
muft work it into his heart by a lively and a 
keen fenfe of it, as well as into his head bya 
clear knowledge and apprehenfion. For 
where the heart is engaged, all the ations _ 
follow : no part or power of the foul can be 
unactive, when that is ftirred ; and being 
once moved itfelf, it moves all the reft. 
Now it is the heart of Chrift that every 
believer has an intereft in: and we know 
that he carries that in his breaft that inter- 
cedes for us with him, as well as he with 
the Father. He does not only hear our 
fighs, but alfo feels the caufe of them: and 
if we fuffer by the direct impreffions of pain, 
he alfo fuffers by the movings and yearnings 
of his own compaffion : fo that in a manner 
our relief is his own eafe ; and that delive~ 
rance that difburdens our minds, does alfo 
by confequence difcharge his. 7 
When he was to leave the world, we 
read how fenfible he was of the difconfolate 
condition of his difciples; and that he pro» 
miulfed to fend the Spirit to them for no caufe 
more 
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more than to be their Comforter ; and to al- 
lay thofe forrows that upon his departure he 
forefaw would fill their hearts: he feemed 
actually to feel their grief, while it was yet 
but future, and to come: that is, before they 
could have any feeling of it themfelves. This 
concernment therefore of his for us, is ano~ 
ther thing that greatly fits him for the office 
of a Mediator. | 

2, The third and laft is, his tranfcendent 
ad more than human ability to exprefs and 
fet forth every thing that may be pleaded in 
our behalf to the beft advantage; which is 
the peculiar qualification of a good advocate, 
and that which makes the two former con- 
fiderable. For admit that he both knows 
his client’s caufe, and is heartily and warmly 
concerned for it, yet if his tongue and his 
eloquence doth not ferve him to draw forth 
thofe thoughts and thofe affections in a fuita- 
ble defence of it, he is rather a good man, 
and a good friend, than a good advocate or 
mediator. 

But now is there any one that may com- 
pare with Chrift in refpect of this faculty? 
to whom God has given the tongue of the 
wife; a tongue {peaking with authority, 
commanding men, and perfuading God: 
nay, and who himéfelf was able to give his 
difciples fuch a tongue, as all their adverfa- 
ries, though never fo learned and eloquent, 
were not able to refift. That prayer that 
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perhaps is by much ado fighed and fobbed 
out by the penitent, his grief interrupting his 
‘words, yet as it arrives to the throne of God 
from the mouth of our Mediator, it comes 
with a grace and a force fuperior to all hu- 
man rhetorick; it enters the prefence, and 
pierces the ears of the Almighty ; and, ina 
word, prevails in that manner, as if it were 
almighty itfelf. oe | 

And here I cannot but obferve, how the 
qualities of Chrift as our Mediator pleading 
for us do particularly mate and confront thofe 
of the devil our grand adverfary pleading a- 
gainft us. For as Chrift is moft knowing of 
our {piritual eftate, and every thing relating 
to it; fo is the devil moft induitrious and 
inquifitive to give himfelf an exact informa- 
tion of the fame. As Chrift is moft tender- 
ly concerned for us, fo is the devil moft ma- 
licioufly and inveterately fet againft us. And, 
laftly, as Chrift has all the ftrengths and 
treafures of elocution to employ in our de- 
fence, fo is the devil reftlefs and artificial in 
drawing up our charge and accufation with 
all the heightening, aggravating language, 
that a great wit and a redundant malice can 
afford. But in all this he is outdone; even 
as much as the Creator can outdo a creature: 
fo that we need not ufe any further elogy of 
Chrift’s mediatorfhip than this, that he is a 
greater and a. more potent advocate, than 
the devil himfelf can be an accufer. r 
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And thus I have at length demonftrated 
the eminent fitnefs of Chrift for the office of 
mediator, upon a treble account or refpect ; 
namely, in refpect of God, of us, and of 
bimfelf : and fo have finifhed the third par- 
ticular propofed for the “handling of the 
words ; which was to fhew, the reafon wh 
Chrift’s mediation cought ‘to minifter fuc 
confidence to us in our accefs to God. 
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EPHESIANS Ul, 12. 


In whom we have boldnefs and accefs 
with confidence by the faith of him. 


HE profecution of thefe words was 
firit caft into the difcuffion of thefe 
four particulars. 


I. That there is a certain boldnefs or con- 
fidence very well confifting with and be- 
coming of our humbleft addreffes to God. 

II. ‘That the foundation of this confidence 
is laid in the mediation of Chritt. 

III. To fhew the reafon why the .medi- 
ation of Chrift ought to minifter fuch con- 
fidence to us in our accefs to God. 

IVthly and laftly to thew, whether there 
were any other ground that might rationally 
embolden us in thefe our addreffes to him ? 


Having finifhed the three firft of thefe, I 
prcceed now to the fourth. What reafon 
we have to raife a confidence about the fuc- 
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cefs of our prayers, upon the mediation of 
Chrift, has been already declared; but 
fince we cannot have too many pillars for fo 
great a fuperftructure to lean upon, it will 
not be amifs to fee whether there be any 
other means to give efficacy and fuccefs tag 
them. 

If there is, it muft be either, 1. Somes 
thing within, or 2dly, Something without 
us. 

As for any thing within us that may thus 
prevail with God, it muft be prefumed to 
be the merit of our good actions, which by 


their intrinfick worth and value may lay 


claim to his acceptance. It cannot, I con- 
fefs, be the direct bufinefs of this difcourfe 
to treat of the merit of good works. But 
for our direction fo far as niay concern the 
prefent fubje&t and occafion, I affirm, that it 
is impoffible, not only for finful men, but 
for any mere creature, though of never fo 
excellent and exalted a nature, properly ta 
merit any thing from God, and that briefly 
for thefe two reafons. 

1. Becaufe none can merit of another 
but by doing fomething of himfelf and ab- 
folutely by his own power, for the advan- 
tage of him from whom he merits, with- 
out that perfon’s help or affiftance. But 


what can any thing that the creature can do 


advantage God ? What can all the men and 
angels contribute or add to the divine happi- 
| O2 ne{s 
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nefs or perfection? And if we fhould fup- 
pofe that any action of theirs might, yet 
it could not be meritorious, for as much as 
they do every thing by a power and an abi- 
lity conveyed to them by God ; fo that in 
their moft refined and holieft performances, 
they offer God but what is his own, the 
effect and product of his grace working 
within them, and raifing them to do what 
they do. The talent they trade with was 
given them, nay, and what is more, the 
very power of trading with it, was given 
them too: fo that both in their being and 
operations they are another’s, and ftand ac- 
countable for all to a fuperior bounty ; and 
reftitution furely is not merit. __ | 
’ adly. To merit is to do fomething over 
and above what is due, no two things in 
the world being more directly contrary than 
debt and merit. But now it 1s impoffible 
for any created agent to do any thing above 
it’s duty, for as much as it’s duty obliges it 
to do the utmoft that it can. It is clear 
therefore that for any one, even the bright- 
eft angel in heaven, to think of meriting is 
but a dream anda chimera; but then for us 
who are obnoxious upon the account of fe- 
veral fins and breaches of the law, to enter- 
tain the leaft thought of it is. much more 
abfurd and intolerable, and confequently if 
we build any confidence in our addrefles to 
(sod upon our merits, we build upon the 
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fand; and what the iffue of fuch a building 


is like to be, we may eafily conclude. 

It remains therefore that if there be any 
ather ground of this confidence, it muft be 
fomething without us. And if fo, it muft 
be the help and interceflion either, 1. Of 
angels, or 2. Of the faints. | 

1. And firft for the angels, that they can- 
not be prefumed to mediate for us and pre- 
{ent our prayers before God, I fuppofe may 
be made evident by thefe reafons, 

1. Becaufe it is impoffible for the angels 
to know and perfectly difcern the thoughts, 
that being the incommunicable property of 
God ; 2 Chron. vi. 30. Thou only, O Lord, 
knoweft the hearts of the children of men; and 
in ‘ferem. xvii. 10. I the Lord fearch the 
heart. But now many prayers are wholly 
tranfacted within the mind and the heart, 
and pafs not into any outward expreffion, 
And even in thofe prayers that are orally de- 
livered, that which is the chief part and in- 
deed the foul of prayer, is the inward dif- 
pofition of the heart; which falls under the 
cognizance of no created underftanding, it 
being the peculiar royalty and prerogative of, 
omnifcience. | 

2. The fecond reafon is, that it alfo ex- 
ceeds the meafure of angelical knowledge, 
for any angel by himfelf and his own natu- 
ral power of knowing, to know at once all 
the prayers that are even uttered in words 
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here and there throughout the world ; and 
that becaufe it is impoffible for him to be ac- 
tually prefent in all places. Yor though the 
knowledge of angels is not limited juft to 
the things of that place where they are pre- 
fent, yet it is certain that it cannot extend 
much further ; fince a limited nature muft 
needs alfo have a limited way of knowing, 
Upon which account God’s omnifcience is 
not ill founded by fome upon his effential 
omniprefence, as the ground and reafon of 
it. For he that is intimately prefent to all 
things, muft needs have a knowledge of 
thofe things, which perfons that are not thus 
prefent to them, for the fame caufe, are not 
capable of. | 
But for all this, forme concern themfelves 
to hold a contrary opinion about the know- 
ledge of angels, and they pretend to ground 
it, 1. partly upon Scripture: 2. partly upon 
reafon, | is 
And firft as to what they produce from 
Scripture, paffing by moft of their frivolous 
and impertinent quotations, I fhall more 
efpecially fingle out and infift upon two, as 
‘being the moft likely to fpeak to their pur- 
ofe. : 
: 1. The firft of them is that in Luke xv. 
10. There is joy in the prefence of the angels 
ef God ever one finner that repenteth. From 
whence they argue, that repentance being a 
thing chiefly fituate in the heart, if the an- 
gels 
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gels can know this, they muft needs know 
the heart alfo. 

But to this I anfwer, that repentance is 
not only immediately knowable in itfelf, but 
alfo mediately, by the outward effects of it 
fhewing themfelves in the life of the peni- 
tent; fuch asin Matth. mi. are called Fruits 
meet for repentance ; which whether they be 
fincere and genuine or no, though we per- 
haps cannot always difcern, yet the angels, 
whofe difcernment is much greater, may 
well be thought able to underftand and 
diftinguith. 

But it will be urged in the fecond place, 
That though it follows not from hence that 
the angels can difcern the heart, or the re- 
pentance of a finner as it lyes included there, 
yet by granting that they know and obferve 
the outward effects of repentance, it will 
follow, that by the fame reafon, they muit alfo 
know all thofe prayers, that men utter and 
exprefs outwardly by word of mouth. And 
therefore that as to thefe at leaft we may 
prefume, that they will be our mediators to 
prefent them for us to God. | 

For reply to this I anfwer, 

1. That it was fufficiently proved by the 
former argument, that the angelical know- 
ledge cannot at the fame time naturally reach 
itfelf to all things that actually happen in the 
world; and that for the reafon then given, 
that an angel, being of a limited nature, can- 
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not be actually prefent every where, But 
you will afk ten How come the angels to 
know the repentance of every converted 
finner ? Why ; it muft be fuppofed that they 
Know it by report of thofe angels, that God 
has employed as miniftring fpirits about that — 
repenting perfon; and confequently it is not 
neceflary that we affirm it to be univerfally 
known to all the angels in heaven, but to 
thofe only, who by converfe with thefe come 
to have fuch a report conveyed to them; 
for the text fpeaks only of the angels indefi- 
nitely, but not of a// univerfally. 

But upon this it may be replied further, 
That upon the fame ground we may infer 
alfo, that the angels may know all the pray- 
ers orally put up by men throughout the 
whole world ; for as much as they may be 
fignified to them, by the like reports from 
thofe angels that have the refpective care and 
governance of each perfon. | 

To this I anfwer, that it is indeed poffi- 
ble that ¢hey may, but that they alfo do, we 
have no ground to conclude. For although 
God has told us, that fo eminent and re- 
markable a paflage as the converfion of a 
finner is known to the angels in heaven, 
whether by particular revelation from him- 
felf, or by report from other angels, it mat- 
ters not ; yet that therefore every action done 
by, or occurrence relating to fuch an one, 
muft alfo be reported and made known = 
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‘the angels too, no reafon or argument can 


demonftrate. And unlefs we know that 
thefe things certainly are fo, as well as that 
pofibly they may, they can adminifter no fure 
ground to our confidence, as fhall be made 
appear in it’s due place. 

But after all this difcourfe, what if we 
fhould now affirm, that there is no neceffity 
of our holding, that the angels know the re- 
pentance of every finner here on earth, ei- 
ther by themfelves or by the reports of others, 
For when it is faid, that there is joy among ft 
the angels in heaven over one finner that ree 
penteth, is it faid, that this joy happens juft 
about the time of that repentance, or at any 


time of the finner’s abode in this world? 


No; we find no mention of the time, and 
therefore what hinders but that it may be 
underftood of the time when the penitent 
enters into heaven: that then there is joy 
amongft the angels who rejoice that he 
repented and is recovered, which repentance 
they then come clearly to fee and know, 
in the vifible confequent of it his falvation. 
This I am fure may be the fenfe of the text 
without any force done to it atall; and if 
jt may, there is no neceflity of the former 
interpretation, upon a removal of which, 
there cannot be fo much as any colour or 


fhew of argument from hence to evince the 


angels knowledge of every particular man’s 
actions and affairs here upon earth. And 
_ thys 
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thus much in anfwer to their firft Scripture. 
2. The other is that place in Revelation 
viii. 3. And another angel came and ftood at 
the altar having a golden cenfer, and there 
was given unto bim much incenfe, that he 
fhould offer it with the prayers of all faints, 
upon the golden altar that was before the 
throne. Fromm whence they fay it 1s evident, 
that the angels are employed in prefenting 
our prayers to God, nay, fo invincibly evi- 
dent in the judgment of fome, that they 
wonder that any fhould be able to ftand out 
againft the prevailing force of it. | 
But to this I anfwer, that angel is a name 
not only of nature but alfo of office; and 
fignifies one peculiarly fent and employed by 
God about any work: upon which account 
Chrift is feverat times in Scripture called the 
angel of the Lord, the angel of the cove+ 
nant ; and fimply without any addition the 
angel, asin Zechariah i. Accordingly in this 
fenfe is the word angel to be taken here, 
namely for Chrift ; to whom alfo the othet 
words moft appofitely agree; the incenfe 
here mentioned very fitly reprefenting the me+ 
fits of his death and fufferings, by which he 
offered himfelf as a facrifice for the fins of 
the world, by virtue of which facrifice 
he is continually giving an efficacy to our 
a before the throne of grace. If there- 
fore the angel here fpoke of be Chrift, and 
Chrift be God as well as man, nothing ra 
| the 
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the mediation of any created angel can be 
concluded from this text. 

And thus having anfwered what they al- 
ledge from Scripture for the angels know- 
ledge of, and concernment about mens parti- 
cular actions here upon earth, and efpecially 
their prayers, I fhall now come to examine 
what they alledge for the fame from reafon. 

2. They argue therefore that the angels 
fee and know our prayers, and every thing 
elfe belonging to us, becaufe they behold the 
face of God, the divine effence ; which ef 
fence containing in itfelf the exact ideas and 
feprefentations of all things, by beholdin 
that they muft by confequence behold al 
view all things elfe. 

This is frequently urged and infifted upon, 
and yet there cannot be a more falfe and ab- 
{urd reafoning, For if this were true, then 
it would follow that whofoever faw God, 
would be alfo omnifcient and knowas much as 
God himfelf knows, fince he knows all things 
by the furvey of his own effence. It would 
follow alfo that there could be no_poffibility 
of God’s revealing any thing to the angels: 
for how can any thing be faid to be revealed 
that was known before? But yet Chrift tells 
us, that the angels are ignorant of the day 
of judgment, Matth. xxiv. 36. and St. Pe- 
ter tells us concerning the myfteries of Chrift’s 
incarnation and man’s redemption, that the 


and 


204 SERMON IX, 


and the word wapaxvije: in the original is 
moft emphatical, as fignifying 2 looping down 
to lok into a thing, which is a fearching in- 
quifitive poiture: and therefore furely the 
angels are capable of a further knowledge of 
thefe things, by a revelation of them from 
God, and pete Beek cannot fee all things 

in the divine effence. | 
But that we may anfwer and remove the 
very ground of this reafoning, we are to 
confider, that the divine effence difcovers it- 
felf, and what is in it, to thofe that behold it, 
not by any natural neceflity, as a fenfible ob-~ 
ject lays itfelf open to the eye, but volunta- 
rily and freely, as the mind of one man dif- 
covers itfelf to another, and as we may pre- 
fume one angel declares his thoughts to ano- 
ther. Add to this alfo, that the other fup- 
pofition of the ideas and images of all things 
exifting in the effence of God, feems but a 
mere fiction, framed only according to our 
gee way of apprehending things, and fo — 

y no means ftrictly and literally agreeable 

to the moft fpiritual, fimple, uncompounded 

nature of God. | 
From both which it follows, that that de- 
vice of fpeculum Trinitatis, the glafs of the 
Trinity, in which they fay that faints and an- 
- gels behold all things isa moft fenfelefs and 
ridiculous conceit: and I wonder that any 
-perfons of reafon and learning fhould be 
ever brought to lay any weight upon it. ' 
A 
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if this be a good argument, that he that fees 
him who fees all things, muft bimfelf alfo fee 
all things ; then by unavoidable confequence, 
this will be as good, That he that fees him, 
who fees nothing, muft alfo himfelf fee nothing. 
And then any angel may be omnifcient and 
blind in a minute; for let him look upon 
God who fees all things, and then he is om- 
nifcient and fees all things himfelf; but let 
him immediately after look upon a blind 
man, and then by a wonderful tranfmuta- 
tion prefently he fees nothing. But the truth 
is, fuch ways of difcourfing are fitter to be 
drolled upon, than to be refuted by any feri- 
ous an{wer. 

And thus I have fhewn, that we have no 
ground to repofe any confidence in the me- 
diation of angels, for the promoting of our 
petitions before God. I come now to fee 
whether we have any greater ground of 
confidence from any thing that the faints are 
like to do for us in this particular. 

Concerning which we muft obferve, that 
the foregoing arguments brought againft the 
angels interceding for us, by reafon of their 
unacquaintance with our fpiritual affairs, 
proceed much more forcibly againft the in- 
terceflion of the faints, who are of much 
more limited and reftrained faculties than the 
angels, and know fewer things, and even 
thofe that they do know in a much leffer de- 
gree of clearnefs than the angelical knowledge 
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But yet for the further proof of the faints 
unacquaintednefs with what is done here 
below, thefe reafons may be added over and 
above. 

1. As firft, it is clear that God fometimes 
takes his faints out of the world for this 
very caufe, that they may not fee and know 
what happens in the world. For fo fays 
God to King Jofiah, 2 Chron. xxxiv. 28. 
Behold I will gather thee to thy fathers, and 
thou fhalt be gathered to thy grave in peace, 
neither fhall thine eyes fee all the evil that I 
will bring upon this place, and the inhabitants 
thereof. Which difcourfe would have been 
hugely abfurd and inconfequent, if fo be 
the faints feparation from the body gave them 
a fuller and a clearer profpect into all the 
particular affairs and occurrences that hap- 
pen here upon earth. But if they are ig- 
norant of thefe, as this Scripture fufficiently 
proves, then can there no reafon be affigned, 
why we fhould not alfo judge them igno- 
rant of our prayers. 

Some indeed are not afhamed to fay, that 
God reveals the prayers of men here below 
to the faints above, that they may prefent 
thofe prayers to him; which affertion as it is 
utterly groundlefs, fo it 1s alfo apparently ab- 
furd. For to what purpofe fhould God re- 
veal a prayer made to him, to any of the 
faints, that he might pray it over to him 
again ? Can he make the matter plainer and 

more 
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more evident to God than it was before? Or 
can he add merit and value to it, when it is 
impoffible for any creature to merit from 
God? Or laftly, can he prevail with God 
more than God’s own mercy, and Chrift’s 
interceffion ? Thus when men firft take up 
an opinion, and then afterwards feek for 
reafons for it, they muft be contented with 
fuch as the abfurdity of it will afford. 

2. But 2dly, we have yet further an ex- 
prefs declaration of the faints ignorance of 
the ftate of things here below in thofe words 
in I/aiab \xiii. 16. where the church thus 
utters itfelf to God, Doubtlefs thou art our 

father, though Abraham be ignorant of us, and 

Tfrael acknowledge ys not. Abraham and Ja- 
cob furely were faints, and thofe too none 
of the loweft rank ; yet it feems they knew 
nothing of the condition of their pofterity, 
underftood none of their wants and necefji- 
ties. And if fo, how they fhould pray and 
be concerned for thofe of whom he had 
no knowledge, 1s hard to comprehend. 

But notwithftanding thefe places, the fons 
of the Romifh communion are taught to be- 
lieve otherwife ; and accordingly alledge {e- 
veral things, which they are pleafed to think, 
or at leaft to call arguments to the contrary : 
the foundation of moft of which being over- 
thrown, by what has been difputed about 
the angels, I fhall only mention two mare, 
the firft from Scripture, the fecond, as they 
pretend, from reafon. © 1. As 
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1. As for Scripture, they alledge Luke 
xvi. where Abraham, a beatified faint in hea- 
ven, could yet know the eftate, and hear 
the words of the rich man in hell; as alfo 
what befel him and Lazarus in their life- - 
time, as that one received good things, and 
the other evil things; from whence they fay 
it is clear, that the faints in heaven know the 
condition of thofe that live here, and confe- 
quently may be thought particularly to inter- 
cede for them. | 

But to this I anfwer, 1. That fuppofing 
this to be-a real hiftory, and literally to be 
underftood, yet this proves no more, than 
that Abraham might come to know from 
Lazarus, after his aflumption into heaven, 
what the condition of that rich man was; 
as alfo what miferies he himfelf lay under, 
during his life: but that is no argument that 
Abraham knew any of this, while Lazarus 
and the rich man were yet living upon earth. 
2. But in the fecond place we are to know, 
that this whole relation is but a parable, and 
fo cannot be argumentative for the proof of 
any thing. | | 
2. Their next argument, which 1s drawn 
from reafon, proceeds thus. That if the 
faints here upon earth pray for one another, 
then certainly thofe in heaven, whofe charity 
is more perfect and confummate, muft be 
_ thought much more to pray for thofe here 
below. But the former is evident from fe- 
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veral examples, and there is alfo an exprefs 
command for it, in ‘fames v. 16. 

To this I aniwer firft, That the charity of 
the faints who live in this world putting 
them to pray for one another, does not infer, 
that the faints in heaven (whofe charity is 
greater) muft do fo too, unlefs it were prov- 


‘ed that the charity of a glorified aac muft 


needs have the very fame way of acting and 
exerting itfelf in heaven, that it had in the 
fame perfon while he was a member of the 
church militant here on earth. 

2. But in the fecond place, not to deny 
wholly that the charity of the bleffed fouls 
prompts them to pray for thofe that live yet 
in the body, we may diftinguifh of a two- 
fold interceffion of the faints, 1. General, 
2. Particular. The general is that by which 
the faints pray for the good and happinefs of 
the whole body of the church, mt +r they 
well know upon a general account, during 
it’s warfare in this. world, to be furrounded 
with temptations, and fo in need of the con- 
tinual affiftance of divine grace ; whereupon 
their charity may well engage them thus to 
pray for it. But as for any particular inter- 
ceffion, by which any faint intercedes in the 
behalf of any particular perfon here below, 
recommending his perfonal cafe to God, this 
follows not from the former; for it has been 
proved that they know not thefe particulari- 
ties, and if fo, though they be in never fo 
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high a degree charitable, yet their charity is | 


not to outrun their knowledge. 

Now in order to any man’s eftablifhing a 
rational confidence upon the interceffion of 
the faints for us, thefe three things are re- 
quired. 


us 


“2. That they accordingly will. 


3. And laftly, that a man certainly: know | 


fo much. 


A failure in any of which conditions ren-_ 


ders all fuch-hope and reliance upon them 
moft abfurd and unreafonable. For what 


foundation of hope can there be, where there - 


is no power to help ? And what help can he 


afford me, who knows not whether I need 
help or no? But fuppofe that he does fully 


know my condition, yet knowledge is-not- 


the immediate principle of action, but will; 


and no man goes about the doing of any. 


thing becaufe he knows it may be done, . but 
becaufe in his mind he has refolved to do it. 
And then as for the faints will to pray for us, 


fince the meafure of their will is the will of: 
God calling and commanding them to under-- 
take fuch or fuch a work, where there is na. 


fuch call or command to the thing we are 


{peaking of, we are to prefume alfo, that: 
neither have they any will tu it. But laftly,. 
admitting that there is in them really both a’ 


knowledge, and an actual will. fitting. the 
im « | faints 


_ 1. That they beable thus to intercede for 
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faints for this office of interceding, yet un- 
lefs we are fure of it by certain infallible ar- 
guments, we cannot build our practice upon 
it, which is itfelf to be built upon faith, that 
is a firm perfuafion of both the reafonable- 
nefs, and the fitnefs of the thing that we 
are to do, But now what arguments have 
we to afcertain us of the faints ability and 
pronenefs to intercede for us? We have 
weighed what has been brought from Scrip- 
ture and from reafon, and found it wanting ; 
fo that we have nothing folid to bottom our-_ 
felves upon in this matter. But God requires 
that our boldnefs fhould commence upon 
knowledge, for he neither approves the /acri= 
fice nor the confidence of fools. 

And now in the laft place, if we view this 
doctrine in the confequence of it, we fhall 
find that it {peaks aloud againft the folly and 
impiety of a practice fo much ufed by fome, 
namely, the invocation of faints, and pray- 
mg to the fouls of holy men departed this 
ife. 

It is poffible indeed that men may believe 
that the faints in heaven particularly intercede 
for men here below, and yet not hold that 
they are to be prayed to: but it is certain, 
that none hold that the faints ought to be 
prayed to, who deny their particular inter-. 
ceffion with God for us, All the arguments 
therefore that have been hitherto produced 
for the difproving of this, do by confequence 
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utterly deftroy the invocation of the faints, 

But before I examine any of their argu- 
ments for it, it will not be amifs to confider 
the original grounds of this practice; of 
which I think I may reckon thefe three for 
the principal. 

1. The folemn meetings ufed by the pri- 
mitive Chriftians at the places of the faints 
fepulchres, and there celebrating the memo- 
ry of their martyrdom. In which panegy- 
rical fpeeches there were ufed frequent apo- 
{trophes and figurative addreffes to the fouls 
of the faints, as if they were actually prefent 
and heard what was fpoke: and thefe expreffi- 
ons the vulgar, not being able to diftinguifh 
between things {poke figuratively and pro- 
perly, eafily drank in according to the lite- 
ral meaning of the words; though indeed 
they no more proved that the faints heard 
them, or that thofe that fo fpoke thought 
they did, than thofe exclamations, hear, O 
heaven, end hearken, O earth! prove that the 
heaven and earth can hear what is thus {poke 
to them. | 

2. The fecond thing that induced this be- 
lief; were thofe feeds of the Platonick phi- 
lofophy, that fo much leavened many of 
the primitive Chriftians: which philofophy 
teaches, that the fouls of good and virtuous 
men after the deceafe of the body are turn- 
ed into angels or good demons, and fly a- 
bout the world helping men, and defending 

-. o them. 


er a ir Me en ed 


Ss a3 Fre Cr. Fie C€ TT Fn 6FlUlCUOO!TUCULOOOOOCNT CF > 


we 
ce 


SERMON IX. 273 


them from evils and mifhaps: whereupon it 
was eafy with a little change to transfer and 
apply thefe things to the fouls of the faints. 
For the confirmation of which it is re- 
markable that Origen, a perfon exceffively 
addicted to the philofophy of Plato, was the 
firft of the Chriftians that brought this opini- 
on into the church : though it was long af- 
ter his time, that the invocation of the faints 
came to be practifed ; the practice beginning 
firft amongft the Greek Eremites, who tranf- 


fufed it to Nyffen, Bafil, and Nazianzen, 


their great admirers and difciples ; who af- 
terwards made a fhift to infinuate it into the 
minds of the credulous vulgar. 

3. The third caufe of this was the peo- 
ple’s being bred in idolatry : whereupon what 
worthip they gave to devils, and to their 
heroes before, they very readily applied up- 
on their converfion to Chriftianity to good 
angels, and to the fouls of the martyrs ; 
which alfo the unwarinefs and facility of 
many of their teachers and bifhops was will- 
ing enough to humour them in, as being 
defirous upon any terms to gain them from 
heathenifm to the profeffion of Chriftian re- 
ligion; and being alfo in thofe times other- 
wife took up and bufied with difputes againft 
fuch hereticks as more directly ftruck at the 
foundations of Chriftianity. | 

But nothing can be more evident than 
that the primitive fathers of the church held 
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no fuch thing as the invocation of the faints, 
and that from this one confideration, that 
they ftill ufed this as an argument againft 
the Arians for the proof of the deity of 
Chrift, that he was to be invoked and pray- 
ed unto, Which worfhip, might it have 
-been communicated to the faints, or any be- 
fides God, had been no proof of the thing 
for which they brought it at all. 

And moreover, the weak grounds that 
the patrons of this opinion have found for it 
in Scripture, have been: the caufe, that even 
-thofe that hold and practife it cannot yet 
-unanimoufly agree about the terms upon 
which they are to hold it. For fome will. 
have invocation of the faints neceflary, fome 
- pious and profitable, and others only lawful 
or allowable, And the council of Trent, 
that pretended to determine the cafe, has 
been fo wife as to put the world off with an 
‘ambiguity that might indifferently ferve the 
defenders of either opinion, by denouncing 
-an anathema againft thofe, Qui negant fanc- 
tos invocandos effe, who deny that the faints 
‘were to be prayed to.. Which expreffion is 
very ambiguous: For to deny that the faints 
-are to be prayed to, may fignify either to de- 
ny that it zs neceffary to pray to them, or 
that it is awful to pray to them. But the 
truth is, it is their beft courfe to ftate it upon 
‘this, that it is ufeful and’ profitable. Pro- 
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fitable, I fay, not to thofe that practife, but 


to thofe that teach and affert it. 
But fince the practice has now prevailed 
amongit thofe of the Romifh communion, 


-let us fee what reafon they alledge for it. 


Why, they argue, 

From the cuftom ufed in the.courts of 
princes, where petitioners prefume not to pe- 
tition their prince immediately by them{elves, 
but by the interceffion of fuch as attend a- 
bout him. | 

But to this pretence, which as St. Am- 
brofe affirms in his comment upon the 1ft of 


the Romans, and St. Auftin in his 8th book 
De civitate Det, was the very fame that the 


heathens alledged for their worfhipping of 
good demons and their heroes; that is, fa- 


-mous-men departed this life, and fuppofed 


by them to have attained a ftate or condition 


- of being and power next to their gods. 


To this, I fay, this is a full anfwer, that 
God is not man, nor are we in all things to 
argue the manner of our behaviour to Gad 
from what we ufe to men. God will him- 
felf determine the way by which he will be 


-worfhipped; and, confequently, the only 


rule of the worfhip we tender him, mutt be 
his own prefcription and command. 

But, befides, let the comparifon be put 
equally, and fo even upon thefe terms their 
argument will not proceed. For fhould e- 
ven an earthly prince conftitute and appoint 
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one certain perfon to receive all petitions, 
and bring them to him, furely it would be 
‘an arrogance to — to petition him by 
the mediation of any other. Now God has 
actually conftituted Chrift our mediator, and 
our fole mediator, which appears from that 
one text, which the patrons of praying to 
the faints will never folidly anfwer, 1 Zzm. ii. 
5. There is one God, and one Mediator between 
God and men, the man Chrift ‘fefus. Upon 
which account, for us to put our prayers in- 
to any other hands, is to affront God in his 
command, and Chrift in his office. 

If it be here further alledged, that our fins 
render us very unworthy to come immediate- 
ly even to Chrift himfelf; whereupon it is 
but a due humility for us to make our way 
to him by the mediation of his friends, fuch 
as the bleffed faints are. 

To this alfoI anfwer. That Chrift who 
knew better than we ourfelves, whether we 
were fit to come to him or no, has exprefly 
commanded us to come: in which cafe we 
are to learn, that the beft and moft refined 
humility is obedience : and when Chrift 
commands us to come to him, and with the 
jealoufy almoft of a rival forbids us all ad- 
' drefs to others, if we repair to any but him- 
felf, it 2s the facrifice of fools, feafoned with 
ignorance and wilfulnefs ; and not fo much 
a veneration of his majefty, as a defpifal of 
his mercy. For fhould any noble or great 
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perfon command me perfonally to reprefent 
my wants immediately to himéelf, furely it 
would be but little modefty or civility in me 
to prefent my petitions to him by the inter- 
pa of his porter. 

As for thofe that judge or practife other- 
wife, there is this only to be alledged for the 
reafonablenefs of what they do; that having 
fo much injured Chrift the great mediator, 
it is not to be wondred coe we refpect 
their behaviour, and not his mercy) if they 
ftand in need of a mediator to Chrift him- 
felf. But as gold upon gold is abfurd in he- 
raldry ; fo lam fure, a mediator to a Medi- 
ator, isa greater abfurdity in Chriftianity. 

I conclude therefore, that Chrift is the 
only perfon, through whofe mediation we 
may with confidence make our accefs to 
God: and that to fhare this work of medi- 
ation with any, either faints or angels, is an 
injurious and facrilegious encroachment upon 
that office, that neither admits of equal, nor 
companion. It 1s alfo a fenfelefs invention, 
grounded upon that which is not; namely, 
their particular knowledge of our affairs here 
below: and if it were not fo, yet is the 
practice hugely ufelefs and fuperfluous ; for 
there cannot be imagined any kindnefs or 
concernment in the faints for us, that is not 
infinitely greater and more abundant in 
Chrift. And therefore let men pleafe them- 
felves as they will in their imaginary fan- 
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taftick by-ways of addrefs, yet Chrift is the 
only true way, the way that has ght to di- 
rect, and iife to reward thofe that walk in 
it; and confequently there 1s ”o coming to 
the Father, but by bim. 


To whom be rendred and afcribed, as 
is moft due, all praife, might, ma- 

_ jefty and dominion, both now and 
for evermore. 
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And the Lord faid, my fpirit foal 


not always ftrive with man. 


 furvey of the ftate of the fons of men 

before the flood; and withal we have 
the judgment or verdict that he delivers in 
upon that furvey, namely, that they were 
exceeding wicked ; as in verfe 5. ud God 
faw that the wickednefs of man was great in 
the earth, We have him in the firft chap- 
ter looking over all created beings, and there- 
upon pronouncing his approbation of them, 
that behold they were good, and hear no 
further of them: in the fixth chapter, we 


[i this chapter we have God taking a 


“have man, that of all thofe good things 


fhould have in reafon proved the beft, total- 
ly corrupt and depraved ; as appears from the 
fame verfe, Every zmagination of the thoughts 
of bis heart was evil, and only evil, and that 
continually, -So that we fee his fins were as 
numerous as his thoughts, and withal fo 
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great, that it even repented the Lord that he 
kad made man upon the earth; as we read in 
verfe 6. Sin is of fo vile and provoking a 
nature, that it is able to extort a certain kind 
of repentance from God himfelf, who has 
elfewhere faid, that he cannot repent: fo 
that here we fee God himfelf repenting, by 
reafon of the fins of men : but of the finners 
repentance we read nota word. Now when 
fins are arrived to their higheft pitch, both 
in refpect of number and greatnefs; and 
withal attended with an abfolute impeni- 
tence ; what in reafon can remain but a cer- 
tain fad expectation of judgment againft the 
finner? And fuch an one we have here. 
After the overflowing of fin upon the whole 
earth, God in his juftice feconds it with a 
deluge of waters; and fo proportions his 
punifhment to the rate of the offence; a 
general deftruction to a general fin. But 
before the execution of this judgment, and 
amidft thofe aboundings of fin and wicked- 
nefs, yet God left not himfelf without a 
witnefs in the hearts of men; but continued 
his fpirit in the ordinary operations thereof, 
fecretly dealing with, and entreating men to 
be reconciled to God. Notwithftanding 
their obftinate progrefs in fin, their continu- 
al purfuit of the lufts and defires of their 
evil mind, they had many a gripe of con- 
{cience, many fad remorfes, many checks 
and calls from the holy Spirit, a 
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their refolution to perfift in fin they did at 
length totally extinguifh. Upon their re- 
jection of the fpirit; God intends to ruin and 
reject them, and to that intent withdraws 
the fpirit, and the ftrivings of it. And pre- 
fently after we read of the flood breaking in 
upon them, to their utter ruin and perdition. 

The words will afford feveral obfervations ; 
as firft from the method God took in this 
judgment, firft withdrawing his {pirit, and 
then introducing the flood, we may obferve, 

1. D. That God’s taking away his fpirit 
from any foul, is the certain forerunner of 
the ruin and deftruction of that foul. 

This is clearly evinced from the words ; 
for although the flood did immediately ter- 
minate in the deftruction of the body only, 
yet becaufe it fnatched thefe men away in a 
{tate of impenitence, it was confequentially 
the deftruction of the foul. 

2. From that expreffion of the /pirit’s 
ftriving with man, which does always imply 
a refiftance from the party with whom we 
ftrive, we may obferve, 

2. D. That there is in the heart of man a 
natural enmity and oppofition to the moti- 
ons of God’s holy Spirit ; outward contention 
It is the proper iffue and product of inward 
hatred : ftriving in action it is an undoubted 
fign of enmity in the heart. The flefh lufteth 
againft the fpirit, and the fpirit againft the 
fefe, Gal. v. 17, Here we fee there is a 
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fharp combat between thefe two: and the . 
apoftle fubjoins the reafon of it; for thefe. 
two are contrary. Things contrary will vent 
their contrariety in mutual ftrife. 

3. From the fame expreffion of ftriving 
we may obferve, | 

3. D. That the fpirit in it’s dealings with 
the heart is very earneft and vehement. 

To ftrive, it imports a vigorous. putting 
forth of the power: it is fuch a pofture as 
denotes an active defire. There is none that 
{trives with another but conqueft it is the 
thing both in his defire and in his endeavour. 

4. The fourth obfervation is drawn from. 
the definitive fentence that God here pafies, 
that Lis fpirit fhould not always firive with 
man, and it is this; 

4. D. That there isa {et and punctual time. 
after which the convincing operations of. 
God’s fpirit upon the heart of man, in order 
to his converfion, being refifted, will ceafe, 
and for ever leave him. : 

This feeming to take in the chief, if not 
the only drift and {cope of.the fpirit in thefe. 
words, waving the confideration of. the reft, 
I fhall only profecute this. 


In the profecution of it, I fhall do thefe: 
things. 


I. I fhall endeavour to prove and demon 
{trate the truth of this afertion from Scrip~ 
ture, II. I 
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II. I fhall thew how many ways the {pi- 
rit may be refifted. 

III, I fhall thew whence and why it is 
that upon fome refiftance the {pirit finally 
withdraws. 

_IV. Make application. 


J. Concerning the firft, I fhall prefent you 
with the proof of this doctrine from feveral 
Scriptures, that give us pregnant examples, 
that this is the way of God’s dealings ftill to 
withdraw his Spirit after fome notorious re- 
fiftance. 

1. The firft is that dreadful place in which 
is fet down God’s difpenfation towards the 
children of Ifrael, in Pfaln xcv. 10. Forty 
years long was I grieved with this generation, 
and faid, it 1s a people that do err in their 
hearts, and have not known my ways; unto 
whom I fware in my wrath, that they fhould 
not enter into my reff. We have here thefe 
things obfervable. 

1. Their refiftance of God’s fpirit, fpe- 
cified in thefe words; IJ was grieved. witb. 
this generation. 

. 2. We have the fet and limited time of. : 
that refiftance, it was forty years. 

3. God’s judicial withdrawing his foirit 
thereupon, and delivering them up to a_{tate: 
of everlafting {piritual defertion, held: forth 
in thefe words, I fware in my wrath, that 
fbould. not enter into my reft. From 
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whence we fee that the departure of the 
Spirit was as infallibly fure, as the truth of 
God confirmed with the obligation of an 
oath could make it. 

A 2d place, that yet further proves that 
there is fuch a critical fixed time of the Spi- 
rit’s working, is in Heb. iv. 7. he limiteth a 
certain day, faying, Zo day if you will hear 
bis voice, harden not your heart. This ex-— 
preffion feems to hold forth two things. 

1. The fixed determination of the time of 
the Spirit’s {peaking to us; Jo day. Now 
as in a day, after fuch a fet hour it is una- 
voidably and certainly night; fo after fuch a 
feafon of the Spirit’s ftrivings, there inevita- 
bly follows a final defertion. While it is day 
the Spirit works, but this night cometh, and 
it will not work. oe 

2. This expreffion fhews the fhortnefs of 
this time. The day of grace, it is but a day. 
It is the fun of righteoufnefs fhining in our 
faces for fome few hours. Which, by the 
way, {peaks fevere reproof to the unreafon- 
able delays of fome, in their clofing and 
complying with God. The Spirit calls them - 
to day, and they promife obedience to mor- 
row. Procraftination in temporals is always 
dangerous, but in fpirituals it is often dam- 
nable. , 

The 3d place that may be alledged for 
the proof of this truth is that, Luke xix. 42. 
If thou had? known, even thou, at leaft in s 


ts se, CB 


SERMON X,XI, XII. 22s 


thy day, the things which belong unto thy 
peace; but now they are hid from thy eyes, 
In thefe words alfo we may obferye three 
things. 

1. Their enjoyment of a feafon, in which 
the Spirit dealt with them concerning the 
things of their peace ; they had their day. | 

2. Their neglect and mifimprovement of 
that feafon, implied in Chrift’s with thag¢ 
they had known and improved it. 

3. God’s dealing with them upon that 
mifimprovement ; the things of ther peace 
were hid from their eyes, When the day of 
grace is paft, and darknefs upon the foul, 
No wonder if it is unable to difcern the things 
of it’s peace. To thefe places we may add, 
that in Gen. xv. 16. where God fays, that 
the fin of the Amoritcs was not yet full? 
implying, that there was a certain pitch of 
fin, under which he would not deftroy, and 
after which he would not {pare them. Tull 
fuch time as a veffel is filled, we may ftill 
pour in more and more; but when it comes 
to it’s fulnefs, then it has it’s xe plus ultra, 
there is no Capacity to receive any more, So 
during the time of God's permiffion, we 
may go on ina way of oppofition to him, to 
multiply acts of refiftance againft the Spirit ; 
but after this fet time is expired, there muft 
be no further refifttance made: we mutt ele 


_ther yield, or die eternally : God will not let 
us perpetuate our rebellions againft him ; he 
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will either take away our oppofition, or the 
Spirit which we fo oppofe. | 

And thus much for the proof of the point 
by Scriptures, which leave it undoubted, that 
the Spirit has it’s fet time of ftriving with the 
heart, after which it will ceafe. And now 
I could obferve alfo, by way of allufion and 
illuftration, how that the creatures alfo have 
their fet and ftinted times allotted them, be- 
yond which they can do nothing with fuc- 
cefs. It is notable in the dealings of men, 
when they make contracts and bargains, 
‘there is fome good hour, fome advantage- 
ous nick of time, which if overflipt and let 
go, either the price fails, or the thing fails. 
And it is further obfervable, that there are 
fome lucky feafons and offers of preferment 
in every man’s life, which if not laid hold 
‘upon, a man is for ever after degraded in 
his worldly advancements. Nay, even thofe 
creatures that are only acted by a principle 
of fenfe do obferve their fet times, in which 
they will do the works of their nature, and 
after which they will not. The bird has it’s 
{ummer to build in, and the bee to gather 
honey in; and if they fhould chance to be 
hindred from doing thefe works at that time, 
_ they are never feen to do them in the win- 
ter. In Seremiab xviii. 7. we have this very 
confideration applied to this prefent purpofe, 
Yea the fterk in the heavens knoweth her ap- 
pointed times, and the turtle, and the crane, 
and 
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and the fwallow, obfcrve the time of their com- 
ing, but my people know net the zudgment of 
the Lord. Y¥do not mention thefe things as 
arguments to prove any thing, but only as 
obfervations to illuftrate what has been al- 
ready proved. For fince fome prefume to 
fay, that the: vifible carnal world 1s an image 
or adumbration of the invifible and {piritual; 
methinks God that has tied all the operatiors 
of the creature within fuch a {trict obfervance 
of their refpective feafons, he himfelf fhould 
be much more regular and exact in the ob- 
fervance of his own. I fhalt conclude this 
firft head with that place in Ecclefiaftes iti. x. 
To every thing there is a feafon, and a time 
to every purpofe under heaven. And without 
queftion we fhall find, that not man only, 
but even the Spirit of God alfo, as he has 
his time to work, fo he has a time alfo to 
leave off working ; a time to folicit and per« 
fuade, and a time to depart. 

But here, before } enter upon the fecond 
thing, to prevent mifapprchenfions, you muft 
here obferve, when f fay there is a fet time 
of the Spirit’s working, after which it ceafes, 
it is not to be underftced of a general fet 
time, which is the fame in every man, and 
beyond which thefe workings never pafs ; as 
for example, becaufe forty years was the fet 
time of the Spirit’s ftriving with Ifrael, we 
are not thence to conciude, that it will con« 
tinue it’s workings juft fo long with all the 
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world befides: but it is to be meant of a fet 
and ftinted time in refpect of every particu- 
lar man’s life, in which there is fome limit- 
ed period, wherein the workings of the Spi- 
rit will for ever {top. For as it merely de- 
pends upon the fovereignty of God’s good 
pleafure, whether or no there fhould be any 
fuch workings at all; fo it is likewife abfo- 
lutely at his difpofal to prolong or fhorten 
their continuance. Only this we may ratio- 
nally collect ; where the means of grace are 
more plentiful, there the Spirit, upon re- 
fiftance, fooner departs. Now thefe being 
more fully, clearly, and convincingly dealt 
forth under the difpenfations af the gofpel, 
than thofe of the law, we may conclude this 
alfo,, that the Spirit in fuch times is quicker 
in his difpatches, and fhorter in his ftay. 
Thus God forbore the fig-tree but three 
years, and the children of Ifrael forty. And 
no wonder, that was in a fruitful foil, thefe 
in the wildernefs. And God will bear with 
that unfruitfulnefs in a wildernefs, that he 
will not in his vineyard. on 


' II. Having thus proved the point by Scrip- 
ture, and withal given you fome caution for 
the. underftanding of it; I proceed in the 
next place to fhew, how the Spirit may be 
refifted in it’s workings upon the heart. 
Herein, as for thofe controverfies, Whether 
the workings of the Spirit, by which a man 
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is not actually converted, were yet notwith- 
ftanding fufficient for his converfion ;_ or, 
when one refifts the Spirit, and another does 
not, whether this proceeds from the diffe- 
rent operations of the Spirit, or the different — 
difpofitions of the hearts wrought upon; I 
fhall not undertake here to determine. But 
this I fhall prefume to affirm, that what God: 
never intended fhould convert a man, was 
never able to convert him: and moreover,’ 
what never actually does convert him, was 
never fully intended for his converfion: other- 
wife, if it was, we muft make his intentions 
fruftrate; which, I think, cannot be affirm- 
ed, without a blafphemous derogation from 
his power and his wifdom. But to the 
point in hand, namely, to fhew how many | 
ways the Spirit may be refifted. Where we 
mutt firft lay down, what it is in general to 
refift the Spirit. And this I conceive is in 
brief to difobey the Spirit commanding and - 
perfuading the foul to the performance of 
duty, and the avoidance of fin. 

Now the Spirit commands and perfades 
two ways. 

1. Externally, by the letter of the word, 
either written or preached. 7 

2. By it’s immediate internal wieinns 

upon the foul, which I fhall reduce to two. 

(1.) The illumination of the ee 
ing _ 
(a: ) The conviction of the will 
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Now fuitable to ail thefe ways of the Spi- 
rjt’s dealing with us, there are fo many diffe- 
rent acts of refiftance, by which thefe deal- 
ings are oppofed. 

- Of all which in their order. 

t. Concerning the refiftance of the Spirit 


in difobeying the letter of the word. The - 


reafon that difobedience to the word is to be 
accounted an oppofing of the Spirit, is be- 


— caufe the word was di€tated and infpired by 


the Spirit itfelf As we have it in the 
2 Pet.i.ult. Prepkccy came not in old time by 
the will of man, but holy men of God fpake as 
they were moved by the Spirit. Therefore to 
difobey what was writ and delivered by 
them, was, in effect, to difobey the Spirit 
that did infpire them. I may truly fay of 
this word, that it is the voice of God, and 


‘not of a man: and what God is the author 


of, that he will certainly own, both by his 


- encouragements of thofe that obey it, and 


his jiadgments upon thofe that reject it. It 
may indeed be delivered by a poor inconfi- 
derable obfcure man, but even {o it is {tampt 
with the appointment of God, and will do 


_ theroygh execution: be the cloud never fo 


we 


- obfcure and dark, yet lightning may break 
; from’ it, to the terror and fhaking of all be- 
holders, This word that is fo flighted by 


finful man, is ho lefs than the power of the 
almighty Ged to falvation ; that inftrument 
which the Divine Omanipotence ufes to con- 
| vert 
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vert fouls. Look but into the law; and if 
thou haft a fpiritual ear open to hear it, it 
will {peak with a voice that will make thee 
tremble, Read the gofpel; and if ever God 
do thee good by it, thou wilt feel it like a 
two-edged f{word, dividing between thee and 
thy deareft lufts. It will be a fiery, a fearch- 
ing word, it will pierce into thy very heart, 
and unbofom all thy retired corruptions: 


"it will difcover to thee thofe two great myf- 


teries, the myftery of godlinefs, and of ini- 
quity : it will mightily convince of fin, right- 
eoufnefs, and judgment : it will difplay how 
curfed and bitter a thing it is to fin againft 
an almighty God: how excellent and amia- 
ble it is to follow him in the traces of a pure 
converfation. It will alfo lay before thee the 
certainty, the horror, and dreadfulnefs of the 
day of judgment to all the impenitent. This 
is the power, this is the energy, and the 
force of the word; and if it never had this 
effect upon thy heart, it was becaufe thou 
haft refifted the Spirit {peaking in it. 

It may here be demanded how the Spirit 
may be refifted {peaking in the word? 

I anfwer, two ways. 

1. By a negligent hearing, and a carelefs 
attendance upon it. | 
_ 2. By acting in a clear and open contra- 
riety to it. 
x. Concerning the firft, the refiftance of 
the Spirit fpeaking in the word by a fuperfi- 
et Q4 _ 
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cial attendance upon it. As for thofe that 
feldom or never hear it at all; that keep out 
of the Spirit’s reach; that are fuch fools as 
not only to put the ev7/ day, but alfo the 
good day far from them; that do not fo 
much refift, as wholly reject the Spirit; 
their condition, no doubt, is very fad and 
defperate. Certainly Sodom and Gomorrah 
will be able to commence a plea for them- 
felves at the day of judgment that thefe can- 
not: for the joyful found never rung in,their 
ears, the gofpel was never brought to their 
doors; but thefe have had the means even. 
offeréd to.them, and refufed them. But if 
the word has been a burden, and fabbath 
have been a trouble, what a weight will 
there be in damnation! Aman fhall one 
day be accountable not only for the fermons 
that he has heard, but for thofe alfo that he 
might have heard. But to pafs over thofe 
who fcarce merit the name of profeffors, 
there is another. fort that indeed hear the 
word, yet with that fupine negligence, that 
they cannot quit themfelves from being 
ranked amongft the contemners of the Spirit. 
Some indeed hear the found of the word as 
of the wind, but for want of attention, 
fcarce know from whence it comes, nor whe- 
ther it goes. Some fuffer wandring thoughts, 
like the fowls of the air, to intercept the 
feed, before it falls upon their hearts. Some 
by reafon of their own idle. difcourfes, can- 
not 
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not hear the voice of the Spirit. Some fleep 
and fhut their eyes againft that light that 
might otherwife fhine into their fouls. And 
is not this to defpife the Spirit? Believe it 
as it is the greateft affront that we can offer 
to any confidering man, when he is ferioufly 
{peaking to us, and that about the things of 
our own concernment, to be thinking of 
fomething elfe, and not to regard him ; fo 
in thefe addrefles of the Spirit to us about 
the things of our own eternal peace, not to 
attend or obferve him, is fo much greater a 
contempt, by how much the Spirit of God 
is greater than the greateft of men. ts 

2. The fecond way of refifting the Spirit 
{peaking in the word, is by acting contrary 
to that word. The moft confiderable thing. 
in man is his actions. Every action it is de- 
fined, fluxus virium agentis ; it is the draw- 
ing forth the very fpirit and vigor of the a- 
gent upon fome object: thoughts like fha- 
dows in the mind quickly vanifh, words are 
tranfient and pafs away, but deeds and acti-. 
ons will abide. Accordingly God lays all 
the ftrefs of religion upon thefe; the law 
runs thus, Do this, and thou fhalt hve: the 
gofpel fays, Not every one that cries Lord, 
Lord, but be that does the will of my Father, 
Jjball enter into heaven. Both agree inthis,: . 
that they put not men upon bare words and‘, 4 -** 
wifhes, but upon dong. Nay, let me fur- — 
ther fay, if it were poffible, that we could 

do 
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do the will of God without hearing of it, it 
was no matter whether we heard it or no; 
for hearing is not intended for itielf, but in 
order to doing. We read of one in the go- 


fpel that was commanded ‘by his father to . 


so work in the vineyard, but he denied and 
faid he would not go; yet notwithftanding 
was excufed, becaufe at length he did go: 
and fo expiated the evil of his words, by the 
goodnefs of his deeds. Therefore it is the 
obedience or difobedience of our actions, 
that the Spirit of God chiefly regards. You 
may hear the word, and, what is more, you 
may hear it with attention, yet if by your 
ptactice you contradict the things that you 
have heard, this is to refift the Spirit. To 
hear or read the precepts of God, and yet 
do things contrary to thofe precepts ; to hear 
the thunder of his curfes, and yet not to be 
wrought upon, fo as to avoid the curfed 
thing, this is notorioufly to refift the Spirit. 
Fle that fhall hear God commanding him 
not to take his name in vain, and yet pol- 
lute it with hideous blafphemons oaths; that 
fhall hear Chrift forbidding wantonnefs, even 
in the glance of an eye, and yet roll him- 
felf in folly and uncleannefs; he that fhall 


hear that dreadful voice of God, Curfed be 


he that does the work of the Lord neghgently, 
and yet come unprepared to duties, and, be- 
ing come, flightly perform them ; furely fuch 


a perfon is to be reckoned amongft the — ( 
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eft appofers of the Spirit. Ifevery idle word 


renders a man obnoxious to judgment, {hall 
not a downright breach of the law by action 
fink a man under a much more heavy cone 


_ demnation ? He that will not hear, or hear- 


ing takes no notice of the laws of his prince, 
is a difobedient fubje@t; but he that acts in 
oppofition to them, is an open rebel. Now 
ri reafons that this kind of refifting the 
Spirit in our actions is fo great, may be | 


~thefe two. 


“x, Becaufe action is the very perfection 
and confummation of fin, Sin may indeed 
make a foul progrefs in our thoughts and de- 
fires, and ftep a little further in our words; 
but when it comes to be acted, then it at- 
tains it’s full pitch, and becomes perfed. 

' 2. Becaufe fin in the actions argues an 
overflowing and a redundancy of fin in the 
heart. A finful action it is only the boiling 
over of fin as it lyes there: for the heart it is: 
yet in the womb; for as the apoftle fays, 
there it is conceived: but in the actual com- 
miffion of it, it is then brought forth: fo 
that if (according to our Saviour’s word) 
through the abundance of the heart a man 
{peaks, then certainly from the exceeding fu- 
perabundance of it does he proceed to action. 

Having thus fhewn how the Spirit is re- 
fifted in it’s external {peaking in the word, I 
fhall next fhew how it is refifted in it’s im- 
mediate internal workings upon the a? 

ere 
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Here we mutt refle€t upon ourfelves, and 
know that upon the unhappy fall of man, 
fin, and the wretched effects of fin, imme- 
diately entred upon, and took full poffeffion 
of all his. faculties: his underftanding, that: 
before -fhined clear like the lamp of God, was 
by fin overfpread with darknefs: his will, 
that bore a perfect conformity to the divine 
will, was rendred totally averfe from, and 
' contrary to the things of God. When man 
was farft created, there was fuch an exact 
fymmetry and harmony of all the faculties, 
fuch an-abfolute compofure of the whole, 
that he was not only the workmanthip, but 
alfo the image of his Maker. But fin {fhat- 
tered all, it took the whole fabrick afunder. 
And thus the foul being broke and ruined, 
(as God threatned to Babylon, in J/a. xiii. 21.) 
became defolate, and a place of doleful crea- 
tures; that is, black and difmal apprehenfi- 
ons of God’s wrath, and grofs ignorance of 
his will, lodging in the underftanding : and 
a place for. fatyrs to dance in: that is, of 
brutifh lufts, and impure defires, acting, 
moving, and taking their paftime in the will. 
Now God the Father, through the admira- 
ble contrivance of his wifdom, and the pro- 
penfity of his mercy, intending man’s reco- 
very, and the Son as Mediator undertaking 
it, it was requifite that in order to it, he 
fhould take away and. cure all thefe diftem- 
pers both of man’s underftanding and = 
will. 
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will. Hereupon by virtue of the power 
committed to him as Mediator, he iffues 
forth the Spirit as the purchafe of his death, 
for the accomplifhment of thefe gracious 
ends, in renewing and recruiting the decayed 
nature of man. And this he does by the 
two forementioned works, to wit, -illumina- 
tion and conviction; in both of which the 
Spirit may be refifted. | : 

1. Concerning our refiftance of it in illumi- 
nation, or it’s enlightning work. Where note 
by way of caution, That by the works of the 
Spirit I underftand not the extraordinary efh- 
cacious works thereof in true converfion, for 
thefe are not refiftible, inafmuch as they take 
away our refiftance: they depend not upon 
the courtefy of our wills as to their fuccefs, 
but upon the fole power of God forcing his 
way through the heart in {pite of all oppo- 
fition. But I {peak of it’s common works, 
fuch as a man may fruftrate, fuch as he may 
be partaker of and yet perifh. And thefe 
enlightnings both may be, and often are re- 
fitted by the foul. Illumination in general 
may be defcribed, the Spirit’s infufing a 
certain light into the mind, whereby it is in 
fome meafure enabled to difcern and judge of 
the things of God. Now this light is three- 
fold. | 

1. That univerfal light which we ufually 
term the light of nature, yet fo as it may 
alfo be rightly termed the light of the Spirit ; 

fe | but 
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but in a different refpect. It is called the 
Keht of nature, “a of it’s general inhe- 
rence in all men; becaufe it is commenfurate 
and of equal extent with nature, fo that 
wheréfoever the nature of man is to be found, 
there this light is to be found. J¢ enlightens 
évery man that comes into the world, But on 
the other hand, it is called the light of the 
Spirit, in. refpect of the Spirit’s efficiency, in 
that it is the producing caufe of it, as it is 
of every good and perfect gift. This light 
it is the firft breathing of God upon our na- 
fare, the very firft draught and lineaments 
of the new creature ; ‘tis (as it were) the 
firft dawning of the Spirit upon the foul, 
m thofe connate principles born with us into 
the world, and difcovering, though very im- 
perfectly, fome general truths. As that there 
is a God, and that this God is to be wor- 
fhiped, and the like. Yet this is but a 
glimmering imperfect light, and fuchan one 
as carries with it a greater mixture of dark- 
nefs; like the break of day, which has in it 
more of night, ’tis but one remove from 
darknefs. ‘Fhe Spirit of God fhining barely 
m nature, ’tis like the fun fhining through a 
cloud, but with a faint, weak brightnefs; 
made rather to refrefh than fatisfy. Yet this 
was all the heathens had, in whom efpeci- 
ally the imperfection of it appeared, as’ not 
being able to refcue them from idolatry, from 
villainous and unnatural tufts, both of which 

are 
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are the blufh of nature as well as of religion. 
Yet by this light they fhall be judged, and 
by this condemned. Wherefore of all fins 
that refift the Spirit, loath and deteft thofe 
that refift it {peaking in nature, which are fo 
grofs and horrid as not to be named, much 
lefs to be committed. Certainly thefe {tains 
are not the ftains and fpots of God’s chil- 
dren: nature itfelf is corrupted, yet it will 
teftify aloud again{t fuch hideous corruptions. 
Con{cience is corrupted, yet like the unjuft 


judge through the importunity and cry of 


fuch it will judge righteoufly. To be unna- 
tural is fomething more than to be irreligious; - 
for a man to offer violence to the principles, 
what is it but a fpiritual felf-murder? To 
ceafe to be a man, is fomething worfe than 
not to be a faint. O reverence therefore this 
light, fet up by God himfelf in our. nature. 
As we are not to rely upon it as our only 


guide, fo are we upon no hand to fin againft 


it: walking according to it’s directions is not 
fufficient to fave us, but going contrary to 
them will certainly condemn us. 

2. The fecond kind of light may be call- 
ed anotional {cripture light ; that is, a bare 
knowledge of, or affent to Scripture truths. 
This light is begot in the mind of all pro- 


feffors, by the meer hearing or reading the 


word : it is the bare Pigg of evangeli- 
e intellect, refting m 

the brain; treafured up there by a naked 
apprehen- 
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apprehenfion and fpeculation. So that the 
refifting this being almoft the fame with our 
refiftance of the Spirit {peaking in the word, 
only with this difference, that in the former 
we refift the word as confidered in the let- 
ter, in this we refift it as it lyes tranfcribed 
in the conceptions of the underftanding. J 
fay, fince this almoft coincides with the 
former, which I have difcuffed already, I 
fhall proceed no further in it, only leave this 
to your confideration, that if the poor hea- 
thens fell under the wrath and curfe of God, 
only for refifting the Spirit in the dim light 
of nature; then how will it be poffible for 
_ us.to efcape if we refift it now fhining open- 
ly (fike the fun in his might) in the clear 
_ difcovery of the law and gofpel? As the 
light which we refift is greater or lefs, fo is 
the proportion of our fin, either diminifhed 
or advanced. ‘Therefore if we difobey the 
Spirit, what can follow but that as our light 
fo our fin alfo muft be far greater than theirs, 
and our punifhment anfwerable? For affu- 
redly, the juft God who takes the exact and 
true dimenfions of fin, will heat the furnace 
of his wrath feven times hotter for gofpel 
reprobates, than for ignorant heathens. 
3. The third kind of light may be called 
a {pecial convincing light, which isan higher 
degree of the inlightning work of the Spirit, 
and not common to all profeffors, yet fuch a 
_ one as may be refifted, yea and totally ex- 
= | tinguifhed 
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tinguifhed. This is the higheft attainment 
of the foul on this fide faving grace; it is 
like the clear fhining of the moon and ftars, 
which is the greateit light that is confiftent 
with a ftate of darknefs. Yea it is fucha 
light as does not only make a difcovery of 
the things of God, but alfo engenders in 
the foul a certain relifh and tafte of them, 
It isa light not only of knowledge but of 
joy ; and this it was that enlightened the 


- ftony ground in Matth, xiii. 20. which did 


not only hear and apprehend the word, but 
alfo with joy received it: yet we fee in the 
next verfe, that it was not able to withitand 
tribulations and perfecutions, but when the 
ftorms arofe and the wind beat upon it, it 
quickly went out, like a torch before a tem- 
peft, after a very {hort and weak conteft, it 


was foon extinguifhed. However we mutt 


know, that this light is the witimus conatus, 
the laft.and greateft endeavour of the Spirit 
upon a reprobate foul, which once finally re- 
fifted for ever departs, and leaves the foul un- 
der an everlafting night, without any after 
returns of day. To be thus inlightened, is 
called in Scripture to faffe of the heavenly 
gift, to be partarer of the Holy Ghoft, and of 


the powers of the world to come, as it is ex- 


prefied in Hed. vi. 4, 5. and of the defperate 
deplorable condition of thofe that mi‘carry 
under thefe illuminations, we have an ac- 
count inthe next verle, Jf they fall away it. 
. ee R | 1s 
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is impoffible to renew them again to repentance, 
The wicked (fays God) fhall fall and never 
rife. : 
We that fhall hear. what report the Go- 
fpel makes of the nature of fin, and be fo 
far affected with a lively fenfe and feeling of 
it, as to refolve againft it, to hate it, evento 
a relinquifhment of it, and continue for a 
long time fo to do, yet notwithftanding at 
length difintangle himfelf from thofethoughts 
and apprehenfions of fin, fo far as to relapfe 
into the fearful commiffion and love of it, 
that man’s cafe is grievous and his wound. 
not eafily curable. .For God intends thefe: 
illuminations as fingular {pecial means, both 
to allure the foul to duty by the difcovery of 
the love of Chrift, and to awe it from fin. 
by the terrors of hell. Now when a man 
defires to fleep fecurely in the free enjoyment 
of his fin, and fhall therefore feek to put. 
out this light, we have no ground to con- 
clude that the Spirit will ever reftore it. He’ 
that frowardly and foolifhly puts out his 
candle, is not fure to blow it inagain. As 
for thofe common fhinings of it that beam 
forth in the notion of the word, they indeed: 
may be renewed every fermon, they are fuch 
' beams as we read of, occidere & redire pof- 
— funt. But when this fpecial light is extinét, 
when this fets in darknefs, the foul that is 
thus benighted is left to fleep a perpetual 
fleep of fin and death, 
| 3% ‘And 
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And thus much concerning the firft in- 
ward work of the Spirit, to wit, illumi- 
nation of the underftanding ; we come now 
to the fecond, which is the conviction of the 
will, which conviction may be defcribed in 
general, 

A work of the fpirit of God upon the . 
will and affections, producing in them fome 
imperfect liking of the ways of God, and 
diflike to the ways of fin. ee tn 

There is a clear and open paflage between 
the underftanding and the will. Light in 
the one naturally begets heat in the other, 
and the conviction of the affections is never 
greater than the illumination of the judg- 
ment. So that when the work of the Spirit 
mifcarries about the underftanding, it never 
throughly fucceeds in the will; for it ftrikes . 
the will and the affections through the un- 
derftanding, and if it cannot pierce this, it 


Is not to be imagined how the blow can reach 


the other. 
Now the convincing works of the Spirit 
upon the will may be reduced to thefe three. 
‘1. A begetting in it fome good defires, 


~ wifhes and inclinations. 


2. An enabling it to perform forne imper- 
fect obedience. 

3. An enabling it to leave fome fins. 

In all thefe works the Spirit may be re- 
fifted and oppofed. 


R 2 a. And 


244 SERMON 4X, XI, XID. 
_ 3. And firft, it may be refifted in the | 
good defires and inclinations that it fuggefts 
to the will. That thefe good defires iffue 
from the Spirit, I fuppofe none will deny, 
who acknowledges that of ourfelves we are 
not fo much as able to think a good thought. 
He that affirms holy duties may proceed 
from an unholy, corrupt heart, may as 
well expect grapes from thorns, and figs from 
thiftles. As there are fome defires fo exceed- 
ing black and hellifh, that it eafily appears 
they came into the mind from their father 
the devil: fo on the contrary there are fome 
fo pure and holy, that they may be quickly 
difcerned to be the offspring of the Spirit, | 
as bearing his image and likenefs. Good in- 
clinations, they are the firftborn of holinefs in 
the foul, the very firft endeavours and throws _ 
of the new birth. And as they are the firft, 
fo in reafon they may be thought to be moft 
imperfect, and confequently moft eafy to be 
rejected: a good defire ftepping forth a- 
mongft raging and unmortified lufts, it is 
like righteous but weak Lot, endeavouring — 
to appeafe the tumult of the Sodomites, O! 
how eafily is it forced to retire ! how quickly 
is it repulfed! ’Tis like a drop of water fall- _ 
ing into a furnace, that prefently exhales and 
does not at all allay the fury of it’s heat. 
Flow often has the Spirit whifpered to us, 
this is the way walk in it, and our perverfe 
darts have hurried us another way ? How 
| | often 
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often has many a foul thoughts of relinquifh- 
ing it’s fin and returning to God, and yet 
by the allurement of new pleafures, has 
been inveigled and recalled back ? How of- 
ten do fome think of repairing to Chrift, 
and yet are held faft by the fetters of pre~ 
‘ vailing luft? And all this befals men, be- 
caufe they improve not thefe bleffed incli- 
nations. O! were we but true to our own 
fouls, to cherifh thefe tender, new-born in- 
fant defires, and to carry them to Chrift by 
prayer, certainly he would take them in his 
arms and blefs them, and fend them away 
{trengthned. Every fincere defire to pray 
might be improved to a bleffed communion 
with God, every fecret diflike of impurity, 
might be wrought up to fandtity of life and 
converfation. O defpife not therefore the 
day of fmall things; {hut not your ears a- 
gainft the fecret admonitions of the Spirit, 
they are none other than God himfelf fpeak- 
ing to thee (asto Elijah) in a ftill voice. You 
may one day come to know, when with 
bitternefs of foul you fhall refle@ upon and 
recollect all thefe dealings of the Spirit; fuch 
atime I had an inclination to confefs my 
idlenefs, my intemperance before God and 
amend it, but I hearkened to the diffuafions 
of my corrupt heart, and fo neglected it. 
Such atime I had ftrong motions and in- 
tentions to reftore my ill-gotten goods, 
- but my covetoufnefs reftrained me. I fay 

: R 3 then 
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then you will know and confefs (as Jacob 
did of Bethel) of a truth God was in all thefe 
workings and I knew it not, > 

2, The Spirit may be oppofed, as it en- 
ables the foul to perform fome imperfe& obe~ 
dience to God’s commands. A man, by the 
convincing energy of the Spirit in the word, 
may beled, orrather drawn to many duties, 
Thus Herod, in Mare vi. 20. upon the foul 
-fearching miniftry of John, is faid to have 
done many things. ‘The Ifraelites alfo- in 
Pfala \xxviii. 34. were driven by God’s 
judgments to proceed very far in his wor- 
fhip, When be flew them (it is faid) they fought 
 bim, and they returned and enquired eatly after 
God. So that here we have both duty and 
earneftnefs in duty, but we fee in the follow- 
ing verfe, they quickly got loofe from thofe 
convictions, Ihey flattered him with their 


mouth, and led unto him with their lips: - 


that is, their enfuing practices foully falfified 
all thofe fair promiies of obedience, which 
they made under their convictions. Such 
_ men’s hearts may be often heated by the live- 
dy and warm impreffions of the Spirit, yet 
by their innate corruptions as it were their 
proper form, like water heated, they are 
quickly recovered to their native coldnefs. 
In Job xxvii. 10. Job fays, weil the bypocrite 
akways call upon God? Irmplying, I conceive, 
' that from the motions of Goa’s fpirit he may 
engage yery fairly in that duty, though = 
ee 
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fall fhort of continuance. See the convincing 


works of God’s fpirit upon Ephraim, in 
Hofea vi. 4. they wrought in him fome fu- 
perficial beginnings of goodne(fs, but as ’tis 
there-exprefied, lt was ike a morning cloud, 
when temptations arofe it pofled away, and 
hike the early dew, prefently drunk up by the 
{corching en of raging lufts. Now this 


-refiftance of the Spirit is much more heinous 
than the former, in as much as the prattice 
of holinefs is greater, than a bare defirée and 


inclination to it. ‘To injure or offend him 


that does but wifh and defire our good ar- 


gues little ingenuity; but to grieve and op- 
pofe him that actually endeavours it, fhews 
a plain want of humanity. For him who 
has majntained fome communion with the 
Spirit, and has took fweet ccunfel with him, 
fo that.they have often walked to the houfe 
of God in company; I fay, for fuch an one 
to lift up his heel in acts of defiance and re- 


. fiftance of the Spirit, this is very grievous, 


When a man has proceeded very far in the 
mortification of his pride, his drunkennefs, 


_ his luft, for him to return again to the fame 


excefs of riot, this isa more than ordinary 
provocation. When he is upon a fair ade 
vance to Zoar, to the city of hfe and delive- 
rance, for fuch an one to look back upon So- 


dem, and caft an eye of defire upon his for- 


faken filth ; it isjuft with God to make fuch 


an one a wonder and a fad example of - his 
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abufed mercy. But this is the upfhot of all, 
this is the very dividing point where the 
{pirit of God aad the fouls of men break and 
t ut for ever; they find a curfed pleafure in 
is, wid none ina courfe of .duty: and fo 
— wangre all the entreaties and wooing con- 
viclions of the Spirit, they relinquifh duty 
and return to fin. 

3. The Spirit may be oppofed in that con- 
vincing work, whereby it enables the will ta 
forfuke fome fins. This work bears fome 
affinity with the former, but it 1s not alto- 
gether the fame. I confefs, to yield perfect 
obedience to all God’s commands, does in- 
clude in it a forfaking of all fin, and 1s con- 
fequentially, yea and really, the fame with it, 
But imperfectly to execute fome good duties, 
and imperfectly to leave fome fins which is 
here intended, are two diftinct things. Now 
that the Spirit is able to work up a foul 
even to this alfo, and that the foul is like-. 
wife able to fruftrate this work, thefe follow- 
lowing Scriptures will demonftrate, 2 Peter 
1, 20, Wwe have fome that by the convin- 
cing help of the Spirit, had efcaped the 2 
futions of the world, they had wafhed their 
hands of all thofe enormities that raged and 
reigned in the lives of groffer finners. 
Yet in the fame verfe we have thefe alfo 
-again entangled and overcome by their lufts ; 
and thereupon compared to the moft filthy 
¢reatures which being wafhed, with much 
> . greedinels 
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greedinefs return to their beloved mire and 
defilements. In Gai. iii. 3. we find fome 
who had begun in the Spirit, yet in danger 
to have ended in the flefh; {0 treacherous is 
fin in it’s departure, and fo violent in it’s re- 
turns, Certainly in thefe cafes it feems to re- 
tire and draw back, only to come on after- 
wards with a greater affault. For the appe- 
tite of fin being only reftrained not taken 
away, it returns after a while with more vio- 
lent fury upon it’s objet: and like a thirfty 
man, the longer it has forbore to drink of 
the pleafures of fin, it takes fo much deeper | 
adraught of them at length. Thus fin is 
only pent up in the foul by main force of 
the Spirit, but when it finds the leaft yent 
it lafhes out to the purpofe: fome cannot 
neglect duties as they ufed to do, becaufe 
the terrors of God are upon their fouls; fome 


dare not venture upon their former lewd 


courfes, becaufe the Spirit meets them with 
the drawn fword of God’s vengeance, caft- 
ing the very flafhes of hell in their faces, if 
they ftep a foot into thofe ways. So that _ 
here the finner is indeed held in bonds, but 
his finful nature is ftill unchanged; like the 
devils themfelves, who though they are 
Kept in chains, yet they are fin devils in 
chains. ‘The foul has loft the prefent exer- 


eife of fin, yet ftill retains the faculty: but 


at length the Spirit having for a long time 
kept the foul from it’s luft as God did Ba- 
- | laam 


2 


250 SERMON X,X1,XU. 
laam from his covetoufnefs, and ftill hearing 
it crying and craving after it’s beloved cor- 
tuption ; even as God let Balaam go upon 
the like importunity, fo the Spirit flacks his 
hold and lets the foul loofe to its fin. . And 
then it fins at an high rate indeed ; better 
were it fora man never to have given the 
Spirit any room, any place in his heart, than 
at length thus to turn it aut. We may truly 
fay of this holy gueft, turpius ejicitur, quam 
non admuttitur, yea fafer hadit been for fuch 
a foul to have ftill wallowed in his fin, than 
being once refcued from it again to apoftatize 
' toit. For this is to fin from choice, and that 
from choice grounded upon experience ; for 
having tried both ways, to wit, thofe of the 
Spirit, and thofe of fin, by fuch returns to 
it he does aloud proclaim his judgment to 
the world that fin is better. 7 

And thus much ‘concerning the fecond ge- 
neral head, to fhew how many ways the 
Spirit may be refifted; I proceed to the third, 
to fhew the reafons why upon fuch refiftance 
the Spirit finally withdraws. _ 

1. The firft reafon is drawn from God’s 
decree... This is that which. bounds all things, 
and fixes the freeft operations of fecond 
caufes: the event of things in themfelves 
mereiy contingent, by this decree is ftampt 
certain and infallible. It turns a cafualty in- 
to a certainty ; a contingency into a neceflity. 
And as the ations of the creature are limited 
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and determined by this decree, fo the moft 
free aCtions of God himfelf, come alfo with- 
in the reitraining compafs of the fame. Gad 
purpofes before he aéts, and his purpofe it is 
the meafure of his operations: and what 
God wills he wills immutably. His wifdom 
and infinite knowledge forefees and debates 
all inconveniences antecedently to every att 
of volition; and fo there can be no new 
emergent inconvenience that may unframe 
his refolutions and caufe a change. Accord- 
ingly the workings and ftrivings of God’s 
{pirit, are meafured out and bounded by this 
decree; by virtue of which it’s departure is 
firmly and irreverfibly intended, and fome 
refiftance of it isthereby put beyond pardon. 
Some think the like of the great fin againft 
the Holy Ghoft, that is not unpardonable 
from it’s own nature, but from God’s {po- 
cial decree ; not becaufe it is of fo great ma- 
lignity as to furpafs the extent of God’s mer- 


' cies, nor yet becaufe it is inconfittent with 


the means of obtaining pardon, but that God 
by an act of fovereignty fingled out this fin, 
and for the glory of his juftice and the terror 
of thofe that fhould abufe his e, pafied 
a decree for ever to exclude it from all pof- 
fibility of remiffion. But thus much by 
way of digreflion. Now this decree has nat 
any active influence or efficiency, fo as actu- 
ally to produce or put in being the thing de- 
creed. I fay the decree itfelf does not — 
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the thing, but it engages God’s veracity and 
immutable truth to fee it certainly effected. 
There is.nothing therefore but if we purfue 
it to it’s firft original, muft of neceffity ter- 
minate in this decree, as deriving from hence 
the firft rife and reafon of it’s being. I fay 
the reafon, though not the caufe. In Ephe- 
frans i. 11. God is faid to work all things ac- 
cordiiig to the counfel of bisown will, Ue re- 
fernbles an excellent artificer, who in all his. 
works of art, has forelaid in his mind a per- 
fe&t medel-of his intended fabrick, before 
ever he fers the firft hand to it. It is finifh- 
ed in the contr.vance, before itis fo much as 
begun iz. the production. God fays, Shall I 
decree, and fhail it ict come io pafs? So by 
inverfion we may fay, Shall any thing come 
to pafs and fhall not he decree? Would we 


know why the fpirit of God departed from . 


Judas, even to the lofs and perdition of his 
foul ? We have an account in ‘Yobn xvii. 12. 
It was that the Scriptures might be fulfilled, 
that is, that the will or decree of God deli- 
vered in Scripture concerning Judas might be 
accomplifhed. : | | 
Now what terrors fhould this ftrike into 
all refifters of the Spirit, all prodigals of the 
means of grace? Whofoever fpends upon 
mercy fpends upon a fet allowance. God 
has allotted and decreed to every man his 
portion in the Spirit’s workings, which by 
reafon of the enforcing power of that. de- 
cree, 
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cree, he will never extend nor contract, di- 
minifh nor augment. And fince it is not 
known to us in what point of our life God 
has fet this fatal bound, as it is a fovereign 
remedy to prevent defpair, that none might 
unadvifedly conclude againft himfelf, that 
he had finally refifted the Spirit: fo on the 
other hand it ought to be a ftrong argument 
to cut fhort the outragious progrefs of a pre- 
fuming finner, fince he knows not but the 
very next fin he is clofing with, may fepa- 
rate between him and the fpirit of God for 
ever. For fhall God limit the natural days 
of our life, beyond which we cannot pafs 
as it is in fob xiv. 5. and fhall the days of 
the Spirit’s ftriving with us be undetermined ? 
Certainly what he fays of thofe may be faid 
of the Spirit’s workings, they are all num- 
bred. And that they are fo will appear one 
day, when thofe exact bills of our accounts, 
Telating all our oppofings even of the {malleft 
motions of the Spirit, fhall be preferred and 
read againft us. Can we. then, (as ’tis ex- 
prefled in the prophet) difannul God's cove- 
nant with day and night 2 Can we difappoint 
or change the ordinances of heaven and earth ? 
Then may we.ftretch the fixed time of the 
Spirit’s dealing with our hearts beyond God’s 
decree. Then may we when our day of 
grace is expiring, caufe the fun of mercy to 
go ten degrees backward. Alas! poor in- 
confiderable, impotent men! We muft lay 
our 
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our mouths in the duft, and give way to 
the irrefiftible decree of God forever. Can 
all the men in the world by the united force 
of their power and policy, hinder the fun 


from fetting but for the {pace of one hour > 


nay, but of one moment? And can we 
weak finful worms, prolong our precious 
day of grace at our pleafure? True itis, the 
mercy of God is infinite, and his goodnefs 
paft finding out; but he that has fet bars 
and doors to the fea, has alfo fet bounds to 
-~this ocean of his mercy, and faid, thus far 


fhall you come in your ftrivings with fuch a | 


foul and no further. 7 


2. The fecond reafon why the Spirit de-. 


parts upon refiitance, 1s becaufe it is moft 
agreeable to the great intent and defign of 
the Gofpel: And this is twofold, fuitable to 
which the Spirit does accordingly appropriate 
a twofold operation. | 

1. The firft great Gofpel defign is the con- 
verting and faving the elect, and this is ac- 
complifhed by an effectual converting power, 
which in it’s addreffes to the foul is invinci- 
ble. It does not perfuade but overpower, 
and therefore never fails or mifcarries, but 
effectually converts, fanctifies and reduces 


the foul. The infallible fuccefs of the work 


depends upon the irrefiftible force of the 
agent, by a happy alluring, yet efficacious 
violence it draws, ‘feremiah xxxi. 3. With 
loving kindnefs have I drawn thee, Where- 
~~ foever 
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{Sever this power draws, the foul certainly 
follows: I rather fay certainly than necefla- } 
rily, becaufe neceffity may feem to entrench 
uipon the free {pontaneity of the will, although 
it is clear that there is a kind of neceflity 
which is compatible with it’s freedom.’ The 
drawing work of the Spirit it has the /frengzth, 
but not the violence of coaction, Luke xiv. 
23. Compel them to come in. There is a com- 
pulfion indeed, but not fuch an one as is 
againft the will; but fuch an one as makes 
it willing. And this alone is fufficient to 
enervate the objections of thofe free-willers, 
that exclaim of coaction and compulfion in 
an irrefiftible converting work. Thus there- 
fore the Spirit effects God’s great and pri- 
mary Gofpel defign, in calling home his 
fheep, his chofen ones, the objects of his 
eternal love : and this is done by an effectual 
never failing power in their vocation; by 
which they are fully inftated in their prefent 
pofieffion of grace, and fufficiently fecured 
in their hopes of glory for the future. | 
2. The fecond end and defign of the Go- 
fpel is to render reprobates inexcufable, and 
this is no lefs effectually done by the com- 
mon enlightning convincing works of the 
Spirit, which are fufficient to take off all 
pleas, to filence them in their own defence, 
and to enhance their guilt beyond excufe. 
"Tis confefled, the converting renewing 
work of the Spirit was never vouchfafed to 
any 
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any reprobate, they were never admitted to 
fhare in the children’s bread. Yet God’s 
denial of recovering grace cannot warrant 
them in a ftate of fin. 4// indeed through 
Adam were generally immerfed into an equal 
plunge of mifery, all were forlorn and broke, 
and as to the ftock of ther firft righteouf- 
nefs totally bankrupt, and the law {till re- 
mains a rigid exactor of obedience. The 
elect and reprobate both fell from their 
_righteoufnefs, but, God was pleafed to renew 
the ftore of the former, leaving the latter 
deftitute : but may not God even from thefe — 
require perfect obedience, though they have 
loft the power to perform it? A creditor does 
~ not lofe his right to his money, becaufe 
the debtor is unable to pay. Suppofe a cre- 
ditor have two debtors, and both turn bank- 
rupt; now if he of his own free coft and 
favour fupplies one wherewithal to difcharge 
the debt, may he not therefore demand it 
ef the other without the like fupply? Cer- 
tainly mercy to one does. not weaken or take 
off the procedure of the law againft the 
other ; neither our merits nor our mifery 
can lay any obligation upon God’s grace, 
He that fhall dare to cavil and expoftulate 
with bis Maker at fuch a rate of impiety 
and impudence, as the corrupt heart of man 
is apt to do, Is zt my fault that I remain un- 
converted under all my conviétions? Had God 
vouchfafed to me converting grace as he = fo 
others, 
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others, I had been converted as well as they ? 


God will anfwer the expoftulations of fuch 
men, as he did thofe, Mart. xx. 13, 15: 
Friend, I do thee no wrong. Is it not lawful 
to do with my own free grace as I pleafe? J 
thine eye evil, and malicious, becaufe I am 
good? Out of my mercy I beftowed con- 
verting grace upon fuch an unworthy finner, 
out of my fovereignty I denied it to another, 
yet full without any impeachment to my juf- 
tice. His juftice is not at all injured when 
he confers grace upon one, nor his mercy 
leflened when he withholds it from another, 
However a man may for a while pleafe him- 
felf in fuch objections againft his Creator, and. 
feem to himfelf to unreafon the equity of 
God’s proceedings ;_yet there will be a time 
when the finner fhall ftand clearly convinced 
of the righteoufnefs of God’s dealings in his 
final departure from him ; fo as not to be a~ 
ble to plead or reply any thing againft him 
in a rational way to all eternity : and this of 
all other will be the moft ftinging confide- 
ration, the moft irkfom and _ tormenting 
thought: for if we obferve the vileft, the 
moft profligate malefactor, when he ftands 
openly convict, and that by the moft preg-_ 
nant evidence, he is apt to relieve his mind 
with fuch poor perifhing forlorn perfuafions, 
as that he fuffers unjuftly, that he has hard 
meafure, and that he {marts in the fevere 
cenfures of men beyond the merit of his 
: >-' Ss fact ; 
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fact; then, I fay, the flender comfort even: 
of thefe apprehenfions will fail the finner. 
For he fhall evidently find and know him- 
felf utterly forfaken, and rejected by the 
Spirit, and withal fee it moft juft and righte~ 
ous, that he fhould be fo forfaken. This is 
that that will moft bitterly gnaw and wrack 
the proud heart of a reprobate, when he fhalt 
be forced to acknowledge that the Spirit’s 
departure is not only his punifhment, but his 
defert: he fhall then confefs, that the Spirit 
was as real in his workings, as he was pex 
remptory in his refiftance: that he was as 
pathetical and tender in the offers of grace, 
as he was obftinate in their refufal: that the 
Spirit with much eagernefs would have often 
ftepped between him and the commiffion of 
his beloved fin, and that he with as much 
vehemence rufhed into it. That the Spirit 
had ufed many forcible arguments to con- 
clude him into duty, and that he ftill flew 
off; and when he could not anfwer them, 
abfolutely denied them. All thefe things, in 
the difmal remembrance of them, will be 
like fo many vultures. devouring and preying 
upon a felf-condemned foul, | 

. But it may be here.replied, What needs 
any continuance of the Spirit’s workings ta 
render a man inexcufable, fince the very 
ftrivings of the Spirit in natural confcience is 
fufficient to effect this? _ * ~ 


T an- 


- _:, == wae aa mm - 2. Ge =n ~~" Ac ed iat at aap” 2H” eso (SESE SO - rhe OOS ~—h—C iC S'S es [- { 


oe 


SERMON X,XI, XII 2g 

FE anfwer, that it is moft true, that even 
nature itfelf is able to cut off all excufe from 
the mind of an awakened finner : as. is clear 
from Rom. i. 20. where Paul {peaking of the 
heathen, which were only acted by this 
principle, fays, that they were without excufe. 
And again, in Rom. ii. 16. we read of their 
natural confciences excufing and aceufing each 
other, according as their deeds were good or 
ewil, From whence it clearly follows, that 
the motions of God’s Spirit are continued 
and vouchfafed to the impenitent under the 
Gofpel, not barely to render them inexcufa- 
ble, but to render them in a greater meafure 
inexcufable, and to charge their impenitence 
with greater aggravations: for God intend- 
ing to the reprobates different degrees of pu- 
mfhments, it is requifite, that in order to it, 
he fhould prefent their fins under different 
aggravations. 

And thus we fee God’s two great gofpel 
defigns, the firft of them to convert the 
elect, which is effected by the extraordinary 
power of the Spirit; the fecond to bereave 
the reprobate of excufe, which is accom- 
plifhed by the ordinary ftrivings of it, in 
thofe convictions which in their iffue prove 
ineffectual ; fo that now the Spirit having fi- 
nifhed the end for which thofe workings 
were continued, what in reafon can follow 
but the end being acquired thofe workings 
fhould ceafe? In human actions ee 
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for the attainment of any end, when it is ac- 
tually attained, the continuation of that aCti- 
on is irrational and abfurd. And what is 
unfavoury and unbefeeming in the actions of 
~ men, fhall we afcribe to thofe of the Spirit? 
A man may with as much reafon fet his 
reapers to work, when he has finifhed his 
_ harveft; or fet his labourers to prune and lop 
his trees, which by his own appointment 
they have already cut down; as the Spirit 
continue his ftrivings after he has fully ac- 
complifhed God’s end upon any finner. He 
is {ent only as God’s agent. or embaffador to 
do his meflage, and for a while to negotiate 
his bufinefs with the hearts of the impeni- 
tent, not to take up his fixed dwelling or ha- 
bitation with them. Therefore it is moft ra- 
tional, that having done his meflage and fi- 
nifhed his embafly, he fhould depart. 

3. The third ground or reafon why God 
withdraws his Spirit upon our refiftance, 1s 
becaufe it highly tends to the vindication of 
his honour. 

Now God may vindicate his honour two 
ways in the Spirit’s departure. 

1. As it is a punifhment to the finner, 
that has difhonoured him. God’s glory can- 
not be repaired but by the mifery of the par- 
ty that made a breach upon it. God can- 
not be glorious, till the offender is made mi- 
ferable. Now this is a punifhment exactly 
correfpondent to the fin, that is totally pi 

| tual. 
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tual. For can there be a greater punifhment 
for a finner, than to be permitted to take a 
full fwing in the free fatisfaction of his luft ? 
When God bereaves a foul of his Spirit, 
there is, as I may fay, a decree paft in the 


court of heaven, in refpect of that foul, for 


liberty and toleration in fin. In this fenfe 
there is no diftinction between the evil of 
fin and the evil of punifhment ; for the evil 
of fin is the greateft evil of punifhment. If 
aman pofiefied with frenzy fhould endea- 
vour to drown or ftab himfelf, and being 
forcibly withheld, fhould fight and ftrive to 
have his will; could there be any greater 
punifhment for his fighting and ftriving, than 
to be delivered over to the free execution of 
his intended mifchief? We find the chil- 
dren of Ifrael grieving, and even fretting 
God’s Spirit, in Ezek. xvi. 43. Thou haft 
fretted me in all thefe things. Now what 
courfe does God take to revenge himéfelf? 
Does he threaten them with the fword, with 
famine and defolation? Does he give them 


Over as a prey to their enemies, to be infult- 


ed over by a bitter captivity ? No; but, what 
is worfe, that he may inflict fpiritual judg- 
ments, he caufes temporal judgments’ to 
ceafe ; in verfe 42. I will make my fury to- 
wards thee to ret, and my jealoufy fhall de- 
part from thee, and I will be quiet, and will 
be no. more angry: that is, his anger fhould 
grow to that height, that it fhould be too 
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great to be outwardly exprefled: it fhould 
burn inwardly; and fo it is much more 
dreadful. The wind when # breaks forth, 
it only fhakes the trees; but when it is pent 
up, and reftrained within the ground, it 
makes the very earth fhake and tremble, 
Queftionlefs there is not an expreffion in all 
God’s word, that does more fully and terri- 
bly hold forth God’s anger, than this where- 
in he fays he will be angry no more. It is 
clear therefore that God cannot vindicate his 
honour by inflicting a greater evil upon thofe 
that defpife his Spirit, than by withdrawing 
it. Then God punifhes the unjuft man ina 
fearful way, when he inflifts that matchlefs 
ccurfe in Rev. xxi. 11. and fays, He that is 
unjuft, let bim be unjuft fill. ‘Then does he 
take the foreft vengeance of the unclean per- 
fon, when he withdraws the pure motions 
_ of his holy Spirit, and fays, He that 1s filthy, 
Jet him be filthy fill. No penalty for fin fo 
dreadful, as a liberty to continue in fin. 
_ 2. God may vindicate his honour by 
clearing his injured attributes from thofe 
afperfions that human miftakes might charge 
upon them : for upon God’s merciful patient 
continuance of his Spirit, after long oppofi- 
tion made again{t it, from the facility of 
God’s forbearance, men are prone to con- 
ceive otherwife of.God, than is either con- 
fiftent with their duty or his honour. But 
now, by thus withdrawing of his Spirit, he 
" "goes 
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does eminently vindicate and recover the re- 
pute of his injured attributes, and of thefe 
twe efpecially. 

1. Of his wifdom. 2. Of his mercy. 

1. He vindicates and afferts the honour of 
his wifdom. I confefs it is downright athe- 
ifm, to deny God’s wifdom in words, and 
few will do it. But corruption is apt to 
think what atheifm only will avouch. And 
there is a language of the heart which {peaks 
clear enough to God’s difhonour, though not 
to our hearing. The voice of it in fucha 
cafe is, How doth God know, and is there 
knowledge in the moft High? Pfalm |xxiu. 11. 
Is it for God’s wifdom to offer what he 
knows will be rejected; and to multiply his 
entreaties, that the finner may only have oc- 
cafion to multiply affronts? Is it prudence 
to urge and prefs a man with the continual 
offers of that thing, which we know him to 
be fully refolved for ever to refufe? Amongft 
men there is none but the covetous and the 
foolifh that offer their gifts to thofe who they 
are fure will not accept them. He that fhalf 
give with the fame importunity that others 
afk, and {hall intreat men to receive his fa+ 
vours, plays the beggar in the midft of his 
liberality. Now as long as the Spirit pro- 
rogues his workings after an obftinate re- 
fiftance of them, fo long he only feeks and 
fues for a repulfe ; he courts an affront. It 
is mercy at firft for God to fend his Spirit, 
| S 4 but 
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but when it is flighted it is wifdom to re= 
voke it. | 

2. He vindicates the honour of his mer 
cy. Such is the vilenefs of men, that even 
from mercy itfelf they take occafion to blaf- 
pheme mercy. For by thus prefuming upon 
it, they do not-fo much think or fpeak, as 
act their blafphemies againft it. He that 
goes on to fin againft mercy, he either thinks 
that God knows it not, and fo cannot pu- 
nifh him ; or that he is of fo impregnable a 
clemency, that he will not. But as the for- 
mer of thefe ftrikes at God’s omnifcience, 
fo the latter at his mercy. For this is not 
properly mercy, but fondnefs; that is, an ir- 
_ rational mercy; which we cannot add to 
God’s nature, but by fuch additions we 
fhould diminifh and detract from his per- 
fection. | 

Now God by the departure of his Spirit, 

vindicates the honour of his mercy in a 
double refpect. 

1. By fhewing that it is no ways inferior, 
much lefs contrary, to his holinefs. God’s 
attributes do not interfere, nor clafh: the 
exercife of one does not juftle out the other: 
they are at perfect agreement: and mercy 
will not enlarge itfelf to fuch a pitch, as ho- 
linefs will not warrant. God will let the re- 
fifters of his Spirit fee, that as he was mer- 
ciful to endure them fo long, fo he is too 

holy to bear with them any longer, For dus 
: Be ring 
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ring the time of his forbearance, the repute 
of his holinefs = at ftake. What glory 
did God gain to his mercy, as it is in P/al.1, 
by bearing with fuch as confented with thieves, 
as were partakers with adulterers, as gave 
their mouth to flanders and reproaches? 1 fay, 
what glory did he gain in verfe 21. Thefe 
things haft thou done, and I kept filence, and 
thou thoughteft that I was altogether fuch an 
one as thyfelf? Here we fee, in recompence 
of his forbearance, they queftion his righte- 
oufnefs ; and from his permiffion conclude 
alfo his approbation of their wickednefs, 

2. God in this vindicates the honour of 
his mercy, by making it clear, that it is not 
repugnant to his juftice: nay, that it is not 
only not repugnant to it, but alfo makes way 
for a feverer execution of it: and from hence 
God may be faid, not only to be merciful, 
becaufe he will be merciful, but becaufe he 
will be juft. Mercy neither can nor will 
refcue an impenitent finner from the hand of 
juftice, All the time that the infinite mercy 
of God 3s ftriving and dealing with the heart 
of an obftinate finner, his juftice is like a 
fleeping lion, ready to tear him in pieces 
whenfoever God fhall awaken it. It is re- 
ported of Dionyfius, that fetting to fea after 
he had pillaged a temple, and having a ve 
prof{perous voyage, he cried out, O quam dits 
placet facrilegium ! How are the gods pleaf- 
ed with facrilege! The cafe of the obftinate 

| finner 
J 


Po 


266 SERMON X,XI XIL. 


finner is not much unlike : when men in the 
full purfuit of their fins find themfelves yet 
followed by the freth gales of the Spirit blow- 
ing upon their hearts, they are apt to con- 
clude, that God will full wait their leifure, 
that thefe motions will be perpetual, and that 
therefore they may take their own time to 
accept of thofe terms, that they fuppofe will 
be always offered: and confequently they 
will venture to {wear once more, to wan- 
tonize once again, to take another fip or two 
of the cup of intemperance, till the Spirit de- 
parts of a fudden, and leaves them ina ftate 
of irrecoverable hardnefs and perdition. As 
children, when they play by the fea-fhore, 
they will in {port ftep a little into the water, 
and prefently a foot further, and fo on, till 
the tide unexpectedly comes and {weeps them 
away beyond all poffibility of return. As 
long as an obdurate finner goes on refifting 
the Spirit, even the angels of heaven cry to 
God, How long, O Lord, holy and juft! 
Where is the glory of thy holinefs, and thy 
zeal for thy juftice, that thou doft thus 
fuffer fo provoking and yet fo contemptible 
a creature to make a progrefs in his rebellion, 
to abufe thy grace, and to affront thy Spirit ? 
Now the righteous God is here even engag- 
ed to withdraw his Spirit, and to vindicate 
the honour of his mercy by the exercife of 
his juftice, | 
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4. God withdraws his Spirit upon re- 
fiftance, becaufe this naturally raifes in the 
hearts of men an efteem and valuation of 
the Spirit’s workings: and the reafon of this 
is, becaufe in fo doing, men apparently fee _ 
that God himfelf puts an efteem and value 
upon them, otherwife, why fhould he fo 
feverely bereave men of them upon their a- 
pufe? Were it not a treafure, God would 
not be fo choice of it. God fhewed what a 
value he put upon his vineyard, by taking it 
from thofe hufbandmen who had mifem- 
ployed it. 

The great God is not jealous for a trifle. 
God can continue worldly riches to men, 
even when they abufe them ; but if a {piri- 
tual talent be mifimproved, it muft be taken 
away. Now upon whatfoever God fhews 
his efteem, it is natural for men, acting rati- 
onally, to place theirs, 

Now the efteem that the departure of the 

a begets upon their minds, is two- 
old. | 


1. An efteem of fear. For this like the 
re{t of God’s judgments is pena ad unum, 
terror ad omnes; a punifhment indeed to 
one, but a terror to all. God in every pu- 
nifhment does not intend revenge fo much . 
as example. We read how the Spirit de- 
parted from Saul ; and certainly God defign- 
ed it not only for a judgment upon him, but 
alfo for a document of fear to others; other- 

wile, 
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wife, why do thefe things ftand upon eter- 
nal record in Scripture? Queftionlefs the 
thought of this would put a ftop to any fo- 
ber finner ; it would give a reftriction to his 
appetite : and if there be any thing that keeps 
e finner from caufing the Spirit to depart, 
it is the fear of his departure. Men are u- 
{ually ruled and inftructed by their fears. It 
is the height of fpiritual prudence, to draw_ 
caution from danger, to diftil inftruction 
from punifhments. And from a ferious con- 
_ fideration of the Spirit’s final departure from 
others, to fecure it in it’s abode with ourfelves, 
2. The thought of this begets in the 
minds of the godly an efteem of love. When 
they fhall know that God withdraws his 
Spirit from the unworthy abufers of it, and 
yet continues it to themfelves, notwithftand- 
ing all their unworthinefs ; if there be any 
but the leaft grain of pious ingenuity in 
them, they cannot but reflect upon this di- 
ftinguifhing love of God, with melting re- 
turns of love and affection. For who is 
there even amongift the moft holy of men, 
but refle€&ting upon his own heart, muft of 
neceffity confefs ; Is there not with me alfo 
an oppofition to the Spirit as well as in o- 
thers? Yet the Spirit has for ever departed 
from them, and {till abides working and 
ftriving with me. Singularity puts a value 
and endearment upon mercy. Enjoyments 
that are peculiar are ufually precious, 
| Ap- 
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Application. You have heard that there 
is a fet time, after which the Spirit, being 
refifted, will ceafe to ftrive, and depart: 
you have alfo heard how many ways 
it may be refifted: and withal, the feveral 
grounds and reafons, why it will withdraw 
upon fuch refiftance. And now, what can 
be more feafonable, than to wrap up all in 
the apoftle’s own exhortation, -1 Theff. v. 19. 
Quench not the Spirit. It is clear therefore, 
that it may be quenched. And if {0, it will 
be our prudence to avoid all thofe courfes, 
that may not only quench, but even cool it 
in it’s workings. Let every one be as care- 
ful and tender of grieving the Spirit, as he 
would be of grieving his only and his dear- 
eft friend. Believe it, it is this Spirit alone, 
that is able to ftand by and comfort you in 
all the difconfolate and dark paffages of your 
lives: when he is gone, a fhall refolve 
and clear up all the doubts of our mifgiving 
and trembling confciences? who {hall fub- 
due all our corruptions? who fhall bear up 
our defponding fouls in the midft of afflicti- 
ons? who fhall ward off the force and fire 
of temptations? Our own deceiving hearts, 
an alluring world, a tempting devil, and all 
the powers of fin and hell, will be let loofe 


~ upon us: and, what is the greateft mifery 


of all, being deprived of the Spirit, we fhall 
have nothing to oppofe them; no fecond to 
affift 


ayo SERMON X, XI, XII. 


affift us: be ready therefore to entertain it 
in all it’s motions; to cherifh. all it’s fug- 
geftions: whenfoever it knocks at the door of 
your hearts (as it often does) ftand prepared 
to open to it, and receive st with joy. When 
it {peaks to you in the word, anfwer, as Sa- 
muel did, Speak, Lord, for thy fervant bears, 
When it. feems to pull you from fin, and 
fays, Do not that abominable thing which 
my foul hates; draw back your hands from 
the commiffion of it, and do. it not for a. 
world. When it enables. you to relinquifh 
and forfake fome fins, never reft till you 
have forfaken them all. When it raifes. you 
to the performance of fome good duties, ftill 
prefs forward to perfection: let every holy 
motion. and: defire be intproved into an holy. 
action : but if you fhould at any time chance 
to grieve or oppofe. him, (as we do all of us 
too, too frequently): yet be fure that you per- 
fift not in it, but recover yourfelves by a 
{peedy and a ferious humiliation. Mourn 
over your difobedienc:e, pray fervently for an 
obedient heart. Affuredly you will hereaf- 
ter find, that it is. better thus to ftrive with 
God im prayer, than with the Spirt m_ his 
ings, Now as arguments to diffuade 
ar deter you froyn this, and withal to per- 
fuade and excite. you to the former, take 
thefe. motives, 
Ht, Our refifting of the Spirit in his pre- 
cepts. and. inftructions, will certainly bereave 
. I us 
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us of his comforts, Now the office of the 
Spirit confifts in thefe two great works, to 
#nftruct and to comfort. The fame Spirit that 
in John xvi. 7. 1s termed a comforter, in the 
13th verfe is faid to be a guide to lead into 
all truth, Where we muft note, that his 
comforting work always prefuppofes and fol- 
lows his work of inftruction ; yea, and it is 
difpenfed to men as a reward for their obe- 
dience to that; nay, before this work pafs 
upon the foul it is not capable of the other. 
For the Spirit to pour in comfort to an im- 
pure heart, before it is qualified and cleanfed, 
and as it were prepared, by it’s inftructing 
convincing work; it is as if a phyfician 
fhould adminifter cordials to a corrupt foul 
body ; they would do much more hurt than 
good, till the ill humours are purged and 
evacuated. He that will not be reformed 
eannot be comforted. God has infeparably 
joined thefe two together, and therefore it is 
prefumption for any to hope to divide and 
put them afunder, as it is in Rom. xiv. 17. 
Righteoufnefs and joy in the Holy Ghoft go linked 
together. Purity and fpiritual joy are as clofe- 
ly united as fin and forrow. It is in vain to 
eatch at one and baulk the other. He that 
will not obey the Spirit as his inftructor, fhall 
never enjoy him as his comforter. 

- Now the reafon that fuch as refift the Spi- 
rit cannot enjoy his comforts, is, becaufe this 
refiftance is inconfiftent with thofe — 

| whic 
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which the Spirit fpeaks comfort; and thefe 


are two. | 
1. The Spirit fpeaks comfortably, by giv~ 
ing a man to underftand his intereft in Chrift, 
and confequently in the Love of God. But 
it is impoffible for him that refifts the Spirit 
to be fure of any of thefe, in as much as he 
falls under thofe qualifications that render a 
man the proper object of God’s hatred, and. 
totally eftranged from Chrift, 1 obn iii. 6. 
Whofoever abideth in Chrift, finneth not ; and 
whofoever finneth, hath neither feen nor known 
Lim. I iuppofe it will be eafily granted, that 
he who acts in a continual repugnancy to 
God’s {pirit, by a defpifal of all his holy mo- 
tions and fuggeftions, fins, and that at a very 
high ftrain; and upon this conceffion, this 
fcripture will unavoidably conclude him fo 
far unacquainted with Chrift, as neither to 
have feen nor known him. And can we ra- 
tionally imagine, that he who has neither feen 
nor known Chrift, can have any fure intereft 
inhim? He that is interefted in Chrift is his 
friend, ‘fobn xv. 15. I call you not fervants, 
but friends. But he that is not fo much as 
an acquaintance, cannot poflibly be a friend. 
And for any intereft in God’s love, he is to- 
tally excluded from that, Pfaln xi. 5. The 
wicked bis foul bateth, And fuch are all refifters 
of God’s fpirit, wicked in the higheft xa]’ ¢£c- 
xa, and by way of eminence. Now how 
can the Spirit convey comfort to fuch perfons? 
to 
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to whom, if he reports the truth, as the Spi- 
rit of truth can do no otherwife, he muft 
tell them, that they are aliens to Chrift, 
{trangers to the covenant, enemies to God, 
haters of him, and therefore hated by him, 
Now if thefe can be arguments of comfort, 
then he that refifts God’s {pirit may be com~ 
forted. | 
2. The fecond way by which the Spirit 
comforts a man, is by difcovering to him that 
ce that is within him; that is, not only 
by clearing up God’s love to him, but alfo 
by making him fee dis love to God. The 
ftrength of this, as it is an argument of com~_ 
fort, lyeshere. Becaufe our love to God it. 
is the proper effet, and therefore the infal-. 
lible of God’s love to us, which is the 
eat bafis and foundation of all comfort, 
e therefore love becaufe we were firft be- 
loved. But can the love of God abide in him, 
who refifts and does defpite to his Spirit? 
Can any one at the fame time fight like an 
enemy, .and love like a friend? The finner 
cannot give any true evidence of his love to 
God, in as much as a continual obftinate re- 
fiftance of the Spirit is inconfiftent with grace; 
and it implies a contradiCtion, for any one to 
love God, and to oppofe that Spirit, that is 
a Spirit of love. - | _ 
_ And thus it is clear, that fuch as refift the 
Spirit’s ftrivings, cannot fhare in his comforté. 
And how unconceivably fad and miferable it 
as T s 
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is to want them, none knows fo much as 


thofe that have wanted them. If God fhould _ 
let loofe all the foreft afflictions of this life - 
upon you, and fhould awaken your confcien- 


ces to accufe you, and withal poffefs your 


guilty defpairing fouls with a lively fenfe of © 


his wrath for fin, and fill you with the ter- 
rors of hell, fo that you fhould even roar, by 
reafon of the difquietnefs of your hearts, as 


he had done to fome, and particularly to Da- 


vid, you would then know what it is to have 


the Spirit as a comforter. However, when. 


you come to look death in the face, and are 
upon your paffage into eternity, and prefently 
to appear before God in judgment, then you 
will prize the comforts of the Spirit. And 
if you ever hope to enjoy them at that dif- 


? 


confolate hour, beware how you refift his 


ftrivings now. 


2d Motive why we fhould comply with — 


the Spirit, is, becaufe the refifting of it brings 


a man under hardnefs of heart and a repro- | 
bate fenfe. Now a man is then faid to be 
under a reprobate fenfe, when he has loft all 


fpiritual feeling ; fo that when heaven and the 
joys thereof are difplayed before him, he is 


not at all affected with defire ; when hell and. 


wrath and eternal mifery are held forth to 
him, he is not moved with terror,  —- 


. 


_Now refifting of the Spirit brings this hard- 


‘nefs upon the heart two ways. 
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1. By way of natural caufation. Hardnefs 
of heart is the proper iffue and effect of this 
refiftance. Every act of oppofition to the 
Spirit difpofes the foul to refift it further. As 
the reception of one degree of heat difpofes 
the fubject to receive the fecond, and the 
fecond the third, till it arrives to the higheft, 
And the more frequent the Spirit’s workings 
have been, the heart grows more infenfible © 
and hard; asa path, by often being trod, is 
daily more and more aidan Cuftom in 
fin produces boldnefs in fin;, and we know 
boldnefs is for the moft part grounded upon 
the infenfibility of danger. © | 
2. This refiftance brings hardnefs of heart, 
by way of a judicial curfe from God. It 
caufes God to fufpend his convincing and con« 
verting grace; whereupon the finner is more 
and more eftablifhed and confirmed in his 
fin. It is not to be queftioned, but the 
hardnefs of Pharoah’s heart, at the time of 
his deftruction, had in it fomething of punifh- 
ment, as well as fin ; and was penally inflicted 
upon him as a judgment for his irrational 
hardnefs under God’s former judgments. I 
fhall alledge no more examples ; this is fuffi- 
cient to demonftrate how dreadful a thing it 
isto be punifhed with an hard heart. It is 
this alone (to fay no more of it) that renders 
all the means of a man’s falvation utterly in- 


effectual. i 
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3d Motive is, becaufe refifting of the Spi- 
rit puts a man in the very next difpofition to 
the great and unpardonable fin againft the 
Holy Ghoft. For this dreadful fin is only a 
greater kind of refiftance of the Spirit. And 
all the foregoing acts of refiftance are like fo 
many degrees and fteps leading to this. For 
fince a man cannot prefently and on the fud- 
den arrive to the higheft pitch of fin, there 
are required fome previous antecedent difpo- 
fitions, to enlarge and (as it were) make room 
in the heart for the admiffion of fo great a 
fin as this. All former oppofitions of the 
Spirit empty their malignity into this one, 
which virtually includes them all; as rivers 
empty themfelves into the fea. It is confeffed 
aman may frequently oppofe the Spirit, and 
yet not commit this great fin ; yet none ever 
committed this fin, but fuch as had before 
frequently refifted the Spirit. Some indeed - 
‘make the fin againft the Holy Ghoft to be 
only a blafphemous rejection of the external 
objective teftimony of the Spirit, that is, of 
his miracles, by which he attefted the truth 
of the Gofpel, fo as to afcribe them to the 
devil. But as for a wilful malicious oppofing- 
of the internal efficient perfuafion of the Spirit: 
upon the heart, they doubt whether the na- 
ture of man is capable of fuch an act. Here, 
-not to exclude the former from being the fin 
againft the Holy Ghoft, certain it is, that the 
general judgments of divines do agree in the 
: _ latter. 
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latter. And Hed. vi. 4, 5, 6, feems not ob- 
{curely to evince the fame. , 
And thus you have feen that way marked 
out before you that leads to the fin againft 
the Holy Ghott. Therefore it nearly con- 
cerns all refifters of the Spirit to bethink them- 
felves whither they are going, and to beware 
that they do not flide into that that is un- 
pardonable. It is wifdom timely to depart 
from your: fins, before the Spirit finally de- 
parts from you. I hope there is none here, 
that either has, or ever fhall commit this 
great fin; yet confider (which certainly is 
terror enough to a confidering mind) that if 
you go on, and ftill proceed to refift the Spi- 
rit, it is poffible that you may. And in things 
that concern the everlafting ruin of an im- 
mortal foul, miferum eft toffe fivehs. Itisa 
miferable and a dangerous thing to be able 
eternally to undo yourfelves if you will, 
Wherefore I fhould now entreat and advife 
all, as they defire the comforts of the Spirit, 
as theytender the good of their precious never- 
dying fouls, as they with for the unfpeakable 
fatisfaction of a peaceable confcience, as they 
hope to enjoy the refrefhing fenfe of God’s 
love here, and to behold Fis face with joy 
hereafter, that they would forbear to refift the 
ftrivings of the Spirit ; for if we ftill go on 
further and further, till we come to refift him 
fo far, he will then feal and fit us for wrath 
and judgment in this world, and then actual- 
ly deliver us up to it in the next. 
T 3 S_E R-« 
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For I fay unto you, that unlefs your 
“ righteoufne/s exceed the righteouf- 
mefs of the Scribes and Pharifees, 
ye foall in no cafe enter into the 
kingdom of heaven. 


W E have here the great Doétor of fouls 
¥ in his fermon upon the mount ap~- 
plying himfelf to the great bufinefs of fouls, 
their eternal happinefs and falvation ; a thing 
aimed at by all, but attained by few. And 
fince there can be no rational direction to the 
end, but what is laid in the prefcription of 
the means, he fhews them the moft effectual 
_courfe of arriving to this happinefs that is 
- imaginable and that is, partly by. difcover- 
ing thofe ways and means by which men 
come to mifs of falvation ; and partly by de- — 
claring thofe other ways by which alone it is 
to be attained: Firft he fhews them how it 
cannot be acquired; and fecondly how it 
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may. It cannot be attained by the righteouf- 
nefs of the Scribes and Pharifees; it may be 
attained by fuch an one as does exceed it. 

In order to the underftanding of the words, 
I muft premife fome fhort explication of thefe 


three things, 


I. Whoand what thefe Scribes and Phari- 
fees were, 

II. What is here meant by righteoufnefs. 

III. and laftly, What by the kingdom of 


heaven. 


I. And firft for the firft, who thefe Scribes 


and Pharifees were. It would be both tedi- 


ous, and as to our prefent bufinefs fuperfluous, 
to difcourfe exactly of the original and ways 
of the feveral fects that about the time of our 
Saviour infefted the Jewifh thurch; fuch as 


were the Sadducees, Pharifees, Effenes and 
‘Herodians. Let it fuffice us therefore to con- 


fider fo much of them, as may contribute to 


;’ ‘the clearing of the text; whichis, that thefe 
- PHarifees were a powerful ruling fect amongft 
 . the Jews, profeffing and pretending to a 
greater fanctity of life and purity of doctrine 

_ than any others. Upon which account they 


gave denomination to their fect from Pharaj/h, 


-a word importing feparation ; as that they 
‘were men who had fequeftred and fet apart 


themfelves to the ftudy and purfuit of a more 
fublime piety and ftrictnefs of life than the 


a80: SERMON XIll, XIV. 
‘yeft of mankind; as alfo fuch as gave the 
beft interpretations of the Mofaick law, net 
only expounding, but alfo correcting and per- 
fecting it where it was defective, | 
In'which refpe& they ftruck in with the 
Scribes. For Pharifee is the name of a fea, 
Scribe of an office ; and fignifies as much as 
a doctor, one whofe employment it was to 
interpret and expound the law to the people 
in their fynagogues. So that in fhort the 
Scribes and Pharifees amongft the Jews were 
fuch as owned themfelves for the ftricteft 
livers, and the beft teachers in the world. 

JI, The fecond thing to be explained, is 
what our Saviour here means by réghteoufnefs. 
‘The word may have a twofold acception. 

_ 1, Jt mayimport a righteoufnefs of doctrine; 
fuch an one as ‘is to be the rule and meafure 
of the righteoufnefs of our a€tions. 

2. It may import a righteoufnefs in point 
of practice; that is, fuch an one as denomi- 
nates a man juft or righteous ; as the former 
properly denominates a man only found or 
orthodox, | : 


And now, according to thefe two fenfes, 


as righteonfnefs is twice mentioned: in the — 


text ;. fo it is firft mentioned in one fenfe, 
and then in the other, > = 

_ The righteoufnefs. called by our Saviour 
the righteoufne/s of the Pharifees fignifies the 
righteoufnefs taught by the Pharifees, which 


is manifeft from the whole drift of the ae . 


PON ce oe 
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In all which are tit is a Chrift’s 
defign to ethe purity of his doctrine in 
the clear odliics O the ee, to the corrupt 
and pernicious expofitions that the Pharifces 
gave of the fame. | . 

But then the other righteoufnefs called by 
our. Saviour your righteoufnefs imports a 
righteoufnefs of practice, a pious life, ora 
courfe of evangelical obedience. So that the 
fenfe of our Saviour’s words taken more at 
large runs thus. Unlefs you purfue and live 
up toa greater meafure of piety than what 
the ape and Pharifees teach and prefcribe 

u in their perverfe and fuperficial glofies 
ea the law of Mofes, you vil find it in- 
finitely fhort and infufficient to bring you to 
heaven. Your lives muft outdo your lefions. 
You muft ftep further, and bid higher, or 
you will never reach the price and purchafe 
of a glorious immortality. 

Ill. The third and laft thing to be explain- 
_ ed, is what our Saviour here means by the 
kingdom of beaven. For there are three feve- 
ral fignifications of it in Scripture. 

x. It is taken for the ftate and ceconomy 
of the church under Chriftianity, oppofed to 
the Jewith and Mofaick economy; in which ~ 
fenfe that known fpeech both of John the: 
Baptift and of our Saviour is to be under- 
ftood, in which they told the world, that the 
kingdom of heaven was at band: that is, that 

the Mofaick difpenfation was then ready to 
Oo csp 
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expire and ceafe, anid that of the Meffiah to 
take place. | on a ae ne oe 

2. It is fometimes taken for the kingdom 
of grace, by which Chrift rules in:the hearts 
of men. In which fenfe thofe words of: his 
to the -young man are to be underftood in 
Mark xu. 34. Thou art not far from the king- 
dom of God That is, thou art not far from 
fuch a frame and difpofition of {pirit, as fits 
a man to be my difciple and fubje&t, and fo 
brings him under the fpiritual rule of my 
Acepter. 3 7 
3. and laftly, it is taken for the kingdom 
of glory, which is the prime and moft emi- . 


nent acception of it; and which I conceive ¢ .- 


is intended here; though I deny not,. but | 
fome would have it expounded in the firft of 
thefe three fenfes. _ 

But, befides that the natural afpect of the 
phrafe feems to favour this interpretation, 
the word. entering into much more eafily de- 
noting a paflage into another place, than 
merely into another ftate or condition ; the 
fame is yet further evident from hence, that 
an entrance-into the kingdom of heaven is 
here exhibited as the end and reward that 
men propofe to themfelves as.attainable by 
. the righteoufnefs of their-lives; and confe- 
quently to commence upon the expiration 
of them, which therefore can be nothing elfe 
but a ftate of blefiednefs in another world. 


T hefe 
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Thefe things premifed by way of explica- 


_ tion, we may take the entire fenfe of the 


words in thefe three propofitions. 

4. That a righteoufnefs is abfolutely necef- 
fary to the attainment of falvation, Which 
is an affertion of fuch felf evidence, and fo 


7 univerfally granted by all, in appearance at 


leaft, that to caft any remark upon it might 
at moft feem ridiculous, did not fo many in 
the world contradict their profeffion by their 
ractice ; and while they own defigns for 
a yet indeed live and act as if they were 
candidates of hell, and probationers for dam- 
nation. | 
2. As arighteoufnefs is neceflary, fo every 
degree of righteoufnefs is not fufficient to en- 
title the foul to eternal happinefs, It muft 
be fuch an one as exceeds, fuch an one aw 
ftands upon higher ground than that which; 
ufually fhews itfelf in the lives and converfati- 
on of the generality of mankind. __ 
dly, and more particularly, That righte- 
ouinefs that faves and lets a man into the 
kingdom of heaven, muft far furpafs the beft 
and the greateft righteoufnefs of the moft re-, 
fined and gliftering hypocrite in the world. 
“Which propofition, as virtually containing’ 
in it both the tae fhall be the fubject of 
the following difcourfe. And the profecution, 
of it thall lye in thefe three things, 


I, To 
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I. To thew the defects of the hypocrites 
righteoufnefs, here exprefied by the righteouf- 
nefs of the Scribes and Pharifees, and declared 
for fuch an one as cannot fave. 

Il. To fhew thofe perfections and con-. 
ditions by which the righteoufnefs that faves 
and brings to heaven, does tranfcend and fur- 


s this. 

III. and laftly. To fhew the grounds and 
reafon of the neceffity of fuch a righteoufnefs, 
in order to a man’s falvation. 


And firft, for the defeéts of the hypocriti- 
cal pharifaical nghteoufnefs, we may reckon 
feveral. 

1. As firft, that it confifted chiefly in the 
external actions of duty; never taking care 
of the inward deportment of the foul, in the 
‘tegulation of it’s thoughts, withes and affecti- 
‘ons; in the due compofure of which con- 
‘fifts the very {pirit and vital part of re- 

‘ligion. The Pharifees taught the Jews that 
i he who imbrued not his hand in his brother's. 
‘blood was no murtherer, and that he who 
defiled not his neighbour’s bed could not be 
charged with a violation of that command 
that forbad adultery. So that it feems, ac- 
cording to them, a2 man might innocently 
burn with malice and revenge, luftful and 
impure thoughts, fo long as he could keep the. 
furnace ftopped, and prevent them from 

| | breaking 
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sabes forth and raging in grofs outward 
commiuffions. 


Thus (as our Saviour told them) making 
clean the outfide of the platter, and {moothing 
the furface of their behaviour, while their 
inward parts were full of all noifomnefs, filth 
and abomination. The hypocrite and the 
Pharifee, like fome beafts, are only valuable 
for their fkin and their fine colours; fo that 
after all their flourifhes of an outward dif- 
fembled piety, all thofe fhews of abftinence 
and feverity, by which they amufe the eyes 
of the eafy pl he world, we cannot fay 
properly of any one of them, that he is a 
good man, but only a good fight; and that too, 
becaufe we cannot fee all of him. 

Such perfons are not the temples or habi- 
tations, bt the fepulchres of piety ; and we 
know that when we have feen a fepulchre, 
we have had the beft of it: for there is none 
fo ill a friend to his other fenfes, as to fearch 
or look into it any further. The Pharifees 
were thought and accounted by the deluded 
vulgar the greateft heroes in piety, the high- 
eft and ne 9 advanced proficients in the {chool 
of religion, of all others whatfoever ; fo that 
at the fame time they were both the glory 
and the reproach of the reft of their brethren 
‘the Jews, whom they feemed to obfcure, 
and even to upbraid, by their vaft tranfcen- 
dency in the ways of fanctity and devotion : 
and yet our Saviour gives you the very ori- 
7 2 ginal 
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ginal and fpring-head of all thofe fhining 
performances, in Matt. xxii. 5. where he 
tells you, that all their works they did to be 
feen of men. It was the eye of the world 
that they courted, and not the eye of heaven 
that they feared. Otherwife, furely they 
would have thought themfelves refponfible 
for all the villaury and hypocrify of their 
hearts ; for all their bofom-cabinet-concealed 
impurities ; fince all thefe were as open to 
the eye of God’s fearching omnifcience, and 
as odious to the pure eye of his holinefs, as 
murders or robberies committed in the face 
. Of the fun, and revenged upon the actors of 
them by the hand of publick juftice. | 
And where thefe were cherifhed by the 
inward affections and approbations of the 
heart, demure looks, long prayers, and en- 
larging of phylacteries, were but pitiful thin 
arts to recommend them to the acceptance of 
that God, who looks through appearances, 
and pierces into the heart, and ranfacks the 
very bowels and entrails of the foul, rating 
all our fervices according to the frame and 
temper of that. For being a Spirit he 
judges like a fpirit, and cannot be put off 
with drefs and diffimulation, paint and var- 
 nifh; and the faireft outward actions of du- 
ty, not fpringing from an inward principle of 
piety, are no better in the fight of him, who 
abominates nothing more than a foul heart 
couched under a fair -behaviour. 
2 | | 2A 
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2. A fecond fault and flaw in this righte- 
oufnefs was, that it was partial and imper- 
fect, not extending itfelf equally to all God’s 
commands: fome of which the Pharifees ac- 
counted great ones, and accordingly laid fome 
ftrefs upon the obfervation of them; but 
fome again they accounted but ttle ones, 
and fo ftiled them in their common phrafe, 
and fhew as little regard to them in their 
practice. | | 

- Which defect, as it was eminent in them, 
fo it is alfo common to every hypocrite in 
the world, who never comes up roundly to 
the whole compafs of his duty, even then 
when he makes the moft pompous fhew ; 
but fingles out fome certain parts, which 

rhaps fuit beft with his occafions, and 
eaft thwart his corruptions ; leaving the reft 
to thofe who may like them better. As the 
proud or unclean perfon may be liberal and 
charitable to the poor, frequent in the fer- 
vice of God, abhor a lie, or a treacherous 
action, with many other the like dutics, that” 
do not directly grate upon the darling fin 
that he is tender of: but what fays he all 
this time to thofe precepts that charge his 
pride and his uncleannefs? God calls upon 
him to be humble as well as charitable, to 
be pure and chafte, as well as devout: nor 
will it fuffice him to chop and change one 
duty for another ; he cannot clear his debts, 
by paying part of the great fum he = 
ae Zi 
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The obligation of the law is univerfal and 
uniform, and carries an equal afpect to eve- 
ry inftance of religion lying within the. com- 
pafs of it’s command. Upon which account 
it is faid, Sfames ii. 10. That he that offends 
in one, is guilty of all. For by {fo doing he 
breaks the whole chain of duty, which 1s as 
really broke and divided, by the breach of 
one link, as if every one of them was took 
afunder. Nor is it otherwife in the laws of 
men, For furely he that is convict of mur- 
der, has no caufe to excufe that violation of 
the law upon this account, that he is no 
thief or traitor : the law is as really, though 
not as broadly violated, by one tranfgreffion, 
as by athoufand: and whofoever lives, and 
allows himfelf in the conftant neglect of any 
one of Chrift’s commands, and expects to 
be faved upon the ftock of his obedience to 
the reft of them (though even the fuppofiti- 
on of fuch an obedience 1s abfolutely impof— 
fible) that man has a hope altogether as ab- 
furd, fottifh, and ridiculous, in reference to 
his future falvation, as if in the foremention- 
ed cafe a convict murderer fhould think to 


 efcape the fentence and execution of death, 


by pleading that he never broke open an 

houfe, nor confpired the death of his prince, 

or bore his fhare in a publick rebellion: how 

every one hifs and explode fuch a de- 
enfe ! 7 


David. 
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ee 


SERMON XIII, XIV. 289 


_ David knew that there was no building 
any folid. confidence upon a parcelled, cur- 
tailed obedicnce; and theretore, he iiates 
his hope upon fuch an one as was entire and 
univerfal, Pfaln cxix. 6. Tien fhall I not 
be afhamed, when I have refp: to all thy 
commandments, Every difappointment cer- 
tainly draws after it a fhame: and whofo- 
ever hopes to ftand before God’s tribunal in 
the ftrength of a righteoufnefs maimed in 
any one integral part of it, will have a de- 
feat and a difappointment caft upon his great- 
eft expectation, and his higheft concern- 
ment; he will be lurched in that that admits 
of no after-game or reparation. 

God exacts of every foul that looks to en- 
ter into the kingdom of heaven, a perfect 
righteoufnefs ; perfect, I fay, with a per- 
fection of fincerity, which is a perfection of 
parts, though not of degrees: that is, there 
1s NO one grace or virtue but a Chriftian muft 
have it before he can be faved: though fuch 
is the prefent {tate of human infirmity, that 
he cannot in this life attain to the higheft 
degree of that virtue: but as an infant 1s a 
man, becaufe he has all the parts of a man, 
though he has them not in that bulk and 
{trength that thofe have who are grown up ; 
fo he is righteous and fincere, who performs 
every divine precept, omitting no one of 
them, though his performances have not 
that perfection and exactnefs that is to be 

5* U found 
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found in the obedience of a perfon glorified 
and made perfect. However, ftill we fee 
that univerfality is required, and an equal 
compliance with all the divine precepts. 
For as it is not an handfom eye, an hand- 
fom hand, or an handfom leg, but an uni- 
verfal fymmetry, and juft proportion of all 
the members and features of the body, that 
makes an handfom man; fo neither is it the 
practice of this or that virtue, but an entire 
complexion of all that muft render and de- 
nominate a man righteous in the fight of 
God. And therefore it was infinite folly in 
the Pharifees to be exaCt in other things, e- 
ven to the tithing of rue and cummin, and 
in the mean time to lop off the force and 
defign of a grand precept of the law, by al- 
lowing men in fome cafes not to pay honour 
to their parents; as we read in Mark vii. 
10, 11, 12, 13. making it a damnable fin 
forfooth to deprive the prieft of a fallet, but 
a very allowable thing to fuffer a parent to 
ftarve with hunger. But when fuch a de- 
luded wretch fhall brave up his accounts to 
God, that be prayed often, fafted twice a 
week, payed tythe of all that he had; what 
will he anfwer, when God {hall reply upon 
him ; Ay, but friend, what have you done 
for your diftrefied father and mother? Your 
bowels have been fhut up to your neareft kin- 
dred, and you have not relieved the poor, 
though recommended with the deareft rela- 

tion. 
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tion. Then he will find that the perform- 
ance of one duty can be no recompence for 
the omiffion of another. 

Men fhould meafure their righteoufnefs 
by the extent of Chrift’s fatisfaction for fin, 
which was far from being partial or imper- 
fect ; it grafped and comprehended all the 
fins that either were or could be committed. 
And if in the application of this fatisfaction 
to any foul, Chrift fhould take all the fins 
of it upon his own fcore, one only except- 
ed, that one fin would inevitably expofe it 
to the full ftroke of God’s vengeance, and 
fink it for ever into endlefs perdition. 

Let a man therefore fhew me any one part 
of the law, for the tranfgreffion of which, 
Chrift did not fhed his blood ; and for the 
pardon of which, the merits of that blood 
muft not be imputed to him, if ever it 1s 
pardoned ; and I will grant, that in the _ 
neral rules and obligations of obedience, that 
part of the law admits of an exception, and 
confequently obliges not his practice: But 
Chrift knew full well how imperfect a Sa- 
viour and Redeemer the world would have 
found him, had he not paid a price to di- 
vine juftice, for every even the leaft and 
moft defpifed deviation from the law. One 
peccadillo, as fome phrafe it, if not fatisfied 
for, had been enough to crack and confound 
the whoie fyftem of the creation, and to 
have lodged the whole mafs of mankind e- 
ternally in the bottomlefs pit. 

U 2 From 
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From all which it appears, that the parti- 
al mangled obedience that the hypocrite or. 
the Pharifee pays to the divine precepts, can 
entitle him to no right of entrance into the 
kingdom of heaven: there is no coming thi- 
ther with a piece of a wedding garment, with. 
the ragged robe of an half and a curtailed 
righteoufnefs : and the righteoufnefs of the 
moft eminent unregenerate profeflor amounts 
to no more, who is never fo clear and en- 
tire in duty, but that he has his referves, his 
allowances, and exemptions from fome {e- 
vere troublefom precept or other, that he is 
refolved to difpenfe with himfelf in the ob- 
fervance of ; as never worfhipping God but 
with a provifo, that he may ftill bow in the 
houfe of his beloved Rzmmon. 

3. The third defect of this Pharifaical un- 
found righteoufnefs is, that it is legal; that 
Is, fuch an one as expects to win heaven 
upon the ftrength of itfelf, and it’s own 
worth. Which opinion alone were enough 
to embafe the very righteoufnefs of angels in 
the fight of God fo far, as to render it not 
only vain, but odious ; and to turn the beft 
of facrifices into the worft of fins. It 1s an 
affront to mercy for any one to pretend me- 
rit. It is to pull Chrift down from the crofs, 
to degrade him from his mediatorfhip ; and, 
in a word, to nullify and evacuate the whole 
work of man’s redemption. | 
__ For as St. Paul argues moft irrefragably, 
if righteoufnefs is by the law, then is Chrift 
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dead in ‘vain: fince upon this fuppofition 
there can be no neceflity of Chrift or Chrifti- 
anity; and the Gofpel itfelf were but a need- 
lefs and a fuperfluous thing: for it is but for 
aman to fet up and traffick for heaven upon 
his own ftock ; and to fay to himfelf, J wil 
do this and hve: my own arm fhall bring 
falvation to me, and my righteoufnefs fhall 
uphold me. 

But who art thou, O vain man, that durft 
reafon thus about thy eternal itate! when, 
if God fhould enter into judgment with the 
beft of his fervants, no flefh living could be 
juftified in his fight: a fight that endures not 
the leaft unpardoned, unremitted tranfgref- 
fion ; that charges the very angels with folly. 
So infinitely exact, fearching, and {piritual, 
is the eye of divine juftice, and fo vattiy 
ereat is the prize of glory that we run for, 
{o much higher and more valuable, than our 
choiceit and moft elaborate performances! 

And can we think then, that a few brok- 
en prayers, a few deeds of charity, a few 
faftings, and abftinences, and reitraints of our 
appetites, will carry in them fuch a com- 
manding, controling value, as to bear us 
through God’s tribunal, and to make the 
doors of heaven fly open before us, that we 
may even with the confidence of purchaters 
enter and take poffeffion of the manfions of 
‘glory ? Some perhaps may think fo, who 
fuppofe they can never think too well of 
themfelves, 
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But as arrogant as fuch a thought is, it’s 
arrogance is not greater than it’s abfurdity. 
For as Job fays, Who can bring a clean thing 
out of an unclean? And, as our Saviour, 
_ Who can gather figs from thiftles? or the 
grapes of a perfect righteoufne/s from the bri- 
ers and thorns of a corrupt and degenerate 
nature? Since the ruins of our faculties by 
original fin, let the devouteft and the fince- 
reft Chriftian in the world bring me the beft 
and the exacteft duty that ever he perform- 
ed, and let him fift, examine, and compare 
it to the rigid meafures of the law, and the 
holinefs of the divine nature, and then let 
him venture the whole iffue of his eternal 
happinefs upon it if he dares. Did men 
confider how many things go to the making 
of an action perfectly good, and how many 
fuch good actions are required to integrate 
and perfect a legal righteoufnefs; it were im- 
poffible for them to reflect with any fond- 
nefs upon the very beft of their fervices, 
which are always allayed with fuch mixtures 
of weaknefs and imperfection. 

And therefore let not any Pharifee be too 
confident, for be his righteoufnefs what it 
will, yet if he hopes to juftify himfelf by it, 
he will find that perfons juftified in this 
manner, are never glorified. Men may faint 
themfelves as they pleafe, but if they have 
nothing to read their faintfhip in but their 
own rubrick, they may chance to find them- 

{elves 
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felves condemned in heaven, after they have 
been canonized on earth. 

_ And thus I have fhewn the three great 
defects cleaving to the righteoufnefs of the 
Pharifee, who is here reprefented as the grand 
exemplar and ftandard of hypocrify; all hy- 
pocrites more or lefs partaking of both the 


nature and defects of the Pharifaical righteouf- 


nefs. And if we now grant, as with great 
truth and readinefs we may, that the Pharifee 
or hypocrite may live up to fuch glorious ex- 
ternals, and vifible fhews of religion, as to 
aftonifh the world with an admiration of his 
fanctity ; fo that in the judgment and vogue 
of all, he fhall ftand heir apparent to a crown 
of glory and immortality; which yet in re- 
ality and truth he has no more title to, than © 
he who acts the part of a king upon the 
{tage has a claim to a fcepter or a kingdom: 
Then what judgment can we pafs upon 
the generality of men, that wear the name 
of Chriftians, and upon that account feem 
big with expectations of a glorious eternity, 
yet are as much fhort of a Pharifaical righte- 
oufnefs, as that is fhort of fincerity? Alas! 
they are not arrived fo far as to approve them- 
felves to the eye of the world, fo far as to 
appear godly, or fo much as to be miftaken 
for religious. But by an open fenfuality and 
profanenefs, their behaviour feems a conftant 
defiance of heaven, and a confutation of their 
religion. It were worth the knowing by 
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what reafonings and difcourfes fuch men 
fupport their minds and reconcile their future 
hopes to their prefent practices: for. if he, 
‘whom the world judges a faint, may yet be 
in the gall of bitternefs and a fon of perdition, 
is it poffible that fuch an one, whofe actions 
proclaim him even to.the world for a repro- 
bate and a caft-away, fhould yet indeed be a 
‘pious and a fincere perfon ? No, affuredly, for 
though the piety of a man’s outward actions 
may very well confift with the villainy of his 
heart, yet it is impoffible on the other hand, 
for a life outwardly bad, to be confiftent with 
an heart znwardly good; and thofe that fet 
forth for heaven in the contrary perfuafion 
and principle, when they meet with hell, in 
their journey’s end, will find that they miffed 
of their way. : 
And thus much for the firft thing, which 
was to fhew the defects of the hypocritical 
Pharifaical righteou{nefs, I proceed now to 


the | 


II. Which is to fhew thofe perfections and 
qualities by which the righteou{nefs that faves 
and brings to heaven, does tranfcend and fur- 
pafs that. Many might be recounted, but I 
fhall infift upon four efpecially. 

1. As firft, That it is entirely the fame 
whether the eye of man fee it, or fee it not. 
It can do it’s alms where there is no trumpet 
to found before it, and pray fervently where 
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there is no fpectator to applaud it. It finds 
the fame enlargements and Howings of affecti- 
on when it pours forth itfelf betore God in 
private, as when it bends the knee in the 
ftolemn reforts of the multitude, and the face 
of the fynagogue. It is contented, that the 
eye of Omniicience is upon it, and that it is 
obferved by him who fees in fecret, as {corn- 
ing to move upon the inferior motives of po- 
pular notice and obfervation. 

For it acts bya principle that holds no in- 
tercourfe with the world, even the pure ab- 
{tracted love of God, which would be as 
active and operative, if there were no other 
perfon in the world but him alone in whofe 
breaft it is. And therefore there is no external 
intereft that can bear any fhare in the heat 
and activity of fuch an one’s devotion. It 
needs no company to keep it warm. For he 
tranfacts with God and with God alone: So 
that if he can be beard above, he cares not 
whether or no he is feen here below. 

But it is much otherwife with the hypo- 
crite ; his devotion grows cold, if not warmed 
with the croud and the throng. He defigns 
not to de, but to appear religious. Hecan 
willingly want the inward part of a Chriftian, 
fo he may be efteemed and commended for 
the outward. For as it is faid ef fome vain- 
glorious pretenders to fcience, that they de- 
fire knowledge, not that they may know, 
but that they may be known: So fome = 

the 
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the garb of the pious and the auftere, who 
abhor the rigours of a real and a practical piety. 
They can be infinitely pleafed with the drefs 
and fafhionable part of religion, while they 
hate and loath the grim duties of {elf-denial 
and mortification. In fhort, they are like 
fire painted upon an altar, they defire not to 
be hot, but only to fhine and glifter. 

And it is this worthy principle that brings 
fo many to the worfhip of God, only to 
court the eye of fome potent earthly great 
one, who perhaps commands and _ lords it 
over their hopes and their fears; fo that 
when he is prefent, they will be fure to be 
fo too, and when he is abfent, they can be as 
ready to turn their back upon heaven, and to 
think it below their occafions, if not alfo their 
prudence, to facrifice bufinefs to prayer, which 
is a thing that they never make their bufi- 
nefs. 

But what would or could fuch a perfon 
plead, fhould God arreft him in the church, 
and fummon him to his tribunal in the midft 
of thofe his folemn mockeries of heaven, and 
afk him who and what it was that brought 
him thither to that place? Surely he could 
not anfwer, that it was God, for then why 
fhould not he be there as well in the abfence 
of the grandee his patron,. unlefs he thought 
that God alfo was one of his retinue, and fo 
was no where to be found out of his com- 

pany ? 
But 
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But this very thing makes it but too too 
evident, that it is a mortal eye that eve 
fuch hypocrite adores ; fo that in all his ves | 
folemn addrefles he cannot fo properly be 
faid to act the Chriftian, as to act a part. 
Such Pharifees come to church, and frame 
themfelves into poftures of zeal and devotion, 
as women drefs themfelves only to be ftared 
upon and admired. If they were fure of no 
beholders, they would not be fine; for it is 
the fpectator that makes the fight. 

I with all thofe would lay this confiderati- 
on to heart, who are concerned to do fo, and 
meafure the fincerity of that holinefs they fo 
much value themfelves upon, by this one 
mark and criterion ; for can they anfwer from 
their hearts, that it is purely the love of duty 
that engages them in duty? Isthere nothing 
of pageantry and appearance that models and 
directs and’ gives laws to all the little defigns 
they bring along with them to church? Does 


not the confideration of what fuch or fuch 


an one will fay or think of them bring man 

to fermons, and, which I tremble to thin 

of, even to the facrament, who, neither b 

the neceffity or excellency of the du fel, 
would ever be induced to vouchfafe their at- 
tendance upon it ; but could be contented to 
live without facraments for ever, and to end 
their days like heathens and outlaws from all 
the graces of the fecond covenant, and the 
myfteries of Chriftianity ? i. 
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If there be any fuch that hear me, let 
them lay their hands upon their hearts, and 
afiure themfelves, that God loaths all their 
fervices, and detefts their righteoufnefs, as 
the higheft afiront that can be paft upon all 
his attributes, and confequently has affigned 
it it’s reward in the lot and portion of hy- 
pocrify. 

But now the fincere and the really holy 
perfon apprehends a beauty and a worth in 
the very exercife of duty, and upon that ac- 
count ftill carries the reafon of his devotion 
about him and within him; fo that when he 
has fhut to his door, and fequeftred himfelf 
from the popular gaze, then chiefly he fets 
himfelf to the work of prayer and piety, and 
accounts his clofet a temple, and his con{ci- 
ence an amphitheatre. 

_2. A fecond property of fuch a righteouf- 
nefs as is faving and fincere, 1s, an active 
watching againft and oppofing every even the 
leaft fin. How fmall and almoft indifcern- 
ible is a duft falling into the eye, and yet 
how troublefom, how uneafy and afflicting is 
it! Why juft fo is the leaft fin in the eye of 
a fanctified perfon; the fenfe of it is quick 
and tender, and fo finds the fmalleft invafion 
upon it grating and offenfive. We know 
when David cut off the fkirt of Saul’s gar- 
ment, at which time he was far from any 
hurtful defigns upon his perfon, yet it 1s faid 
of him, that immediately, upon the doing of 

it, 
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it, Ais heart finste him; fo fearful was c left 
he might have tranigrcficd the lines of duty, 
though his conicience did not dire@ly accute 
him of any fuch tranfyretlion. Now as folici- 
tous as David was after this action, fo cautious 
and tunorous is every fincere perfon before he 
attempts a thing. That plea for fin, Js it not 
a little one? which is the language of every’ 
rotten heart, is no argument at all with him 
for it’s commniiffion. 

For he knows that there is no fin fo little, 
but is great enough to difhonour an infinite 
God, and to ruin an immortal foul; none fo 
little, but defigns and intends to be creat, nay 
the oreatcft, and: would certainly cj prove, if 
not cut off and fuppreficd by a mature pre- 
vention. Every luftful thought left to it’s 
own natural courfe and tendency would be 
inceft, every angry thought murder, and every 
little erudging of difcontent and murmuring 
would at length ‘3p a into blafphemy and 
curfing ; ; did not the fanctifying or reftrain- 
ing grace of God inte Tpotc c between the con- 
ception and the birth of moft fins, and ftifle 
them in the womb of that concupifcence, that 
wouid otherwite afiired'y bring them forth, 
and breed them up to their full growth. 

And this the new creature in every truly 
righteous perfon ts fufliciently aware cf, 
which makes him dread the very berinnings 
of fin, and fly even the oecafions of it with 
horror, For he knows how cally it enters, 
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and how hardly it is got out; how potent 
and artificial it is to tempt and infinuate, and 
how weak his heart is to withftand a fuitable 
temptation. 

He confiders alfo how juft it is with God to 
give thofe over to the higheft pitch and de- 
gree of fin, who make no confcience of re- 
fifting it’s beginnings; and withal how fre- 
quently he does fo, withdrawing the fup- 
ports and influences of his grace, and leaving 
the foul, after every yielding to fin, more 
and more defencelefs againft the next encoun- 
ter and affault it fhall make upon him. All 
which confiderations of a danger fo vaftly 
and incredibly great, are certainly very fuf- 
ficient to warrant the niceft caution and fear- 
fulnefs in this cafe, upon all accounts of pru- 
dence whatfoever. 

But now if we examine the righteoufnefs 
of an unfound Pharifaical profefior, by this 
property, we fhall find it far from being thus 
affected toward fin; it eafily connives at and 
allows the foul in all leffer excurfions and de- 
clinations from the rule, readily complies with 
the more moderate and lefs impudent pro- 
pofals of the tempter ; fo that fuch an one 
never comes fo much as to ftartle, or think 
himfelf at all concerned about the fecurity of 
his eternal eftate, till fome great and cla- 
morous fin begins to cry aloud and ring peals 
of imminent approaching vengeance in his 
confcience ; and then perhaps he looks = 
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hima little, prays twice or thrice, dejects his 
countenance, and utters a few melancholy 
words, and fo concludes the danger over, his 
fin atoned, his perfon fafe, and all perfectly 
well again. But this isa righteoufnefs took 
up. upon falfe meafures, a righteoufnefs of 
a man’s own inventing, and confequently 
fuch an one as can never determine in the 
peace of him that has it. 

But the truly pious is never at reft in his 
mind, but when he ftands upon his guard 
againft the moft minute and inobfervable en- 
eroaches of fin, as knowing them upon this 
account perhaps more dangerous than greater; 
that the enemy that is leait feared, is ufually the 
foonetft felt. For as in the robbing of an houfe, 
itis the cuftom for the fturdieit thieves to 
put in fome little boy at a window, who be- 
ing once within the houfe, may eafily open 
the doors, and let them in too: So the 
tempter, in rifling of the foul, defpairs for the 
moft part to attempt his entrance by fome 
grofs fin of a difmal frightful hue and ap- 
pearance, and therefcre he imploys a leffer, 
that may creep and flide into it infenfibly ; 
which yet, as little as it is, will fo open and 
unlock the bars of confcience, that the big- 
geft and the moft enormous abominations ° 
fhall at length make their entrance, and feize 


_ and take poffeffion of it. 


Let no man therefore meafure the {mallnefs 
of his danger by the {mallnefs of any fin; for 


the 
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the {maller the fin, the greater may be the 
firatagem. We may have heard of thofe 
who have been choaked with a fly, a crum, 
or a grape-ftone. Such contemptible things car- 
ry in them the caufes of death ; and it is not 
impoflible, though fome have had {wallows: 
large enough for perjuries, blafphemies, and 
murders, yet that others may chance to be 
choaked and deitroyed with finful defires, 
idle words, and officious lies. How many 
ways a foul may be ruined few confider ; 
thofe that do, will not count it fcrupulofity 
to beware of the leaft and flendereft inftru- 
ments of damnation. But if to be fo very 
nice and fufpicious be called by any fcrupu- 
lofity, fuch muft know, that no {crupulofity 
about the matters of eternity can be either 
abfurd or fuperfluous, but in thefe affairs is 
only another name for care and difcretion. 

3. The third difcriminating property of a 
fincere, genuine, and faving righteoufnels is, 
that it is {uch an one as never ftops, or con- 
tents itfelf in any certain pitch or degree, but 
afpires and prefies forward to full an higher 
and an higher perfection. As the men of the 
world, when they are once in a thriving way, 
never think themfelves rich enough ; but are 
itill improving and adding to their ftock ; 
juft fo it is with every fanctified perfon in his 
Chriftian courfe ; he will never think himfelf 
holy and humble and mortified enough, but 
will ftill be making one degree of holinefs a 
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ftep only to another; when he has kindled 
the fire in his breaft, his next bufinefs is to 
make it flame and blaze out. If it werc pof- 
fible for him to affign fuch a precife meafure 
of righteoufnefs, as would fave him, yet he 
would not acquiefce in it; fince it is not the 
mere intereft of his own falvation, but of 
God’s honour, that principles and moves him 
in the whole courfe of his ations, And then 
he knows, that if God cannot be too much 
honoured, he cannot be too righteous; and 
that if he cannot too intently defign the end, 
he can never too folicitoufly profecute the 
means. It was an expreffion of a father, con- 
cerning the apoftle Paul, that he was in/atia- 
bilis Dei cultor, an infatiable worfhipper of 
God : fo that having pitched his mind upon 
this object, his {piritual appetites were bound- 
lefs and unlimited. 

It is obferved of the two nobler fenfes, 
the feeing and the hearing, that they are ne- 
ver tired with exerting themfelves upon fuch 
things as properly affect them for furely none 
ever furfeited upon mufick, or found himéelf 
cloyed with the fight of rare pictures. In 
like manner the dienes of the righteous are 
fo fuited and framed to an agrecablenefs with 
the ways of God, that they find a continual 
frefhnefs growing upon them in the perform- 
ance of duty; the more they have prayed, 
the more fit and vigorous they find them- 
Selves for prayer; like a ftream, which the 
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further it has run, the more ftrength and 
force it has to run further. 

‘ Such perfons are carried forth to duty, not 
upon defigns of atquifition, but gratitude; 
not fo much to gain fomething from God, as 
(if it were poflible) to do fomething fcr him. 
And we all know, that the nature and ge- 
nius of gratitude is to be infinite and un- 
meafurable in the expreffions of itfelf. It 
makes a David cry out as if he even laboured 
and travelled to be delivered of fome of thofe 
thankful apprehenfions of ‘the divine good- 
nefs that his heart was big with, Pf. cxvi. 12. 
What (fays he) fhall I render to the Lord for 
all bis benefits? All that he could do or fay 
for God feemed to him but a fhort and flender 
declaration of thofe aboundings of affection, 
that within he found and felt inexpreffible. 

But now if we come to try the {purious, 
unfound righteoufnefs of the hypocrite by this 
teft, how pitiful, how falfe, and how con- 
temptible a thing will it appear ! For he de- 
figns not to excel or to tranfcend in the ways 
of fanctity. If he can but patch up fuch a 
righteoufnefs as fhall fatisfy and ftill his con- 
{cience, and keep it from grumbling and 
being troublefom, down he fits, and there 
takes up, as being far from the ambition of 
"making a proficiency, or commencing any 
degree in the fchool of Chrift. But, believe 
It, @ man’ may be righteous in this manner 
long enough before he is like to be faved for 
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being fo. For the truth is, fuch an one does 
not really defign to be rzghteous, but only to 
be quiet. And in this one thing you will 
find a never-failing mark of difference be- 
tween a Pharifaical hypocrite, and a truly 
fanctified perfon, that the former meafures 
his righteoufnefs by the peace of his confci- 
ence, and the latter judges of the peace of 
his confcience by his righteoufnefs. 

4thly, The fourth and laft property of a 
fincere and faving righteoufnefs, which moft 
certainly diftinguifhes it from ‘the hypocriti~ 
cal and Pharifaical, is humility. For I dure 
venture the whole truth of the Gofpel itfelf 
upon this challenge. Shew me any hypocrite 
in the world that ever was humble. For the 
very nature and defign of hypocrify is, to 
make a man a proud beggar; that 1s, by the 
moft uncomely mixture of qualities at the 
fame time poor and vain-gloricus. We have 
the exact character of him in Rev. i. 17. 
Thou fayft I am rich and encreafed with goods, 
and have need of nothing ; but k.owcft not that 
thou art wretched and miferable and poor and 
blind and naked. \t is the bufinefs of every 
hypocrite to make a fhew, to difzuife his pes — 
nury with appearances of plenty and magni- 
ficence; and upon that account it concerns 
him to make the utmoft improvement 
of the little ftock he has; to look upon 
every duty as meritorious, every prayer as not 
fo much afking a mercy, as claiming a debt 
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from heaven, till at length (as it were) even 
dazzled with the falfe luftre of his own per- 
formiances, he breaks forth into the Pharifai- 
cal doxology, God, I thank thee, that I am 
not as other men. ‘Thus pluming and priding 
himéelf in all his fervices, as if in every acti- 
on of piety he did God a courtefy, and pafi- 
ed an obligation upon his Maker. 

But how does the fincere perfon behave 


himfelf both in and after every duty per- 


formed by him! Surely with a very different 
{pirit. Self-abhorrence, and confufion of 
ace, like the poor publican, makes him caft 
down his eyes while he is lifting up his 
heart in prayer: and when he has exerted 
his very utmoft zeal in the divine worfhip, 
he lays his perfon and his fervices in the 
duft before God, and is fo far from expecting 
a reward for their value, that he counts it a 
mercy not to be condemned for their im- 
perfection ; and though God condemns him 

not, yet he is ready to condemn himéelf. 
God be merciful to me a_finner, is the con~ 
ftant language of his heart in the conclufion 
of his choiceft performances: for when he 
has done his def, he knows that it will fcarce 
amount to fo much as wel]: fo that if there 
was not a Gofpel to qualify and mitigate the 
rigors of the law, he knows the demands 
of it were too high and exact to be anfwer- 
ed upon the ftock of nature, attainted with 
sult, and difabled with infirmity. And 
. knowing 
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knowing fo much, he never expoftulates the 
injuftice or unkindnefs of God’s judgments, 
be his afflicting hand never fo preffing and 
fevere upon him. He acknowledges that 
feverity itfelf cannot outdo the provocation of 
his fins; which, though it were poffible for 
God to be cruel, yet had rendred it impofli- 
ble for him to be unjuft. And therefore he 
kiffes the rod, and embraces the fcourge, and 
confefies the righteoufnefs, even where he 
faints under the burden of an affliction. In 
a word, after he has done all to purge, pu- 
rify, and reform himéelf, he is not yet pleafed 
with himfelf; but in the very exercife of his 
graces, finds thofe flaws, thofe failures and 
blemifhes, that makes him wonder at the 
methods and contrivances of divine mercy ; 
that God can be infinitely juft, and yet he 
not infinitely miferable. 

Having thus finifhed the fecond thing, 
and fhewn thofe perfections and qualities by 
which the righteoufnefs that faves and brings 
to heaven does tranfcend and furpafs that of 
the hypocrite and Pharifee ; I defcend now 
to the 


III. and laft, which is to fhew, the 
grounds, the reafons, and caufes of the ne- 
ceffity of fuch a righteoufnefs, in order to a 
man’s falvation, and entrance into the king- 
dom of heaven. 
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t. The firft fhall be taken from the holi-~ 
nefs of God ; whofe nature will never fuffer © 
him to hold fo ftrict and intimate a com~ 
munion with his creature, as he does with 
thofe whom he admits into heaven, unlefs 
the divine image and ee defaced by 
fin, be in fome degree repaired and renewed 
upon him, . For furely there is none who 
admits his {wine into his parlour, or his bede . 
chamber ;.and the corruption of man’s na- 
ture, unmortified, and unremoved by the 
contrary habits of holjnefs, degrades a man 
to. the fame vilenefs, the fame diftance from, 
and unfitnefs for, all fociety with his Maker, 
It cannot but be the moft offenfive and ing. 
tolerable thing to nature, for the healthful 
and the found, the curious and the cleanly, 
to converfe with fores and ulcers, rottennefs 
and putrefaction; and yet a foul covered 
with the leprofy of fin, is infinitely more 
loathfom and abominable in the moft pure. 
eyes of God. For how is it poffible for 
truth to cohabit with hypocrify, purity with 
filth, and the tranfcendently holy and {piri- 
tual nature of God to affociate with luft and 
fenfuality ? And thefe are the endowments, 
and ornaments, and commending qualifica~ 
tions of every unfanctified perfon, every hy-. 
pocrite and Pharifee ; let him fhine with ne-. 
ver fo fair and bright a reputation in the eye 
of the credulous and deluded world, 
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But the matter ftops not here. Such an 
one is unfit for the prefence of God, not 
only upon the account of his impurity, but 
alfo of his enmity. For what fhould a fin- 
ner do in heaven, any more than a traitor 
or a rebel do in court? The exafperated 
juftice of God will prey upon the unpardoned 
finner wherefoever it meets him, even in the 
higheft heaven, if it were poffible for him to 
come thither ; and whenfoever it does fo, it 
is that that makes hell ; which is not fo pro- 
perly the name of a place as of a condition ; 
a condition configning the foul over to end- 
lefs mifery and defperation. And could we 
Imagine a perfon locally in Abraham’s bo- 
fom, yet if he brought with him the worm 
of confcience, and the fecret lafhes of an in- 
finite wrath, that man were properly in hell, 
or hell at leaft in him, wherefoever the place 
of his abode or refidence might fall. 

adly, The other reafon for the neceffity of 
fuch a tran{cending righteoufnefs, in order to 
a man’s entrance into heaven, fhall be taken 
from the work and employment of a glori- 
fied perfon in heaven; which is the continu- 
al exercife of thofe graces, which here on 
earth were begun, and there at length thall 
be advanced to their full perfection : as alfo 
the contemplation of God in all his attriy 
butes, together with the whole feries of his 
aftonifhing actions, by which he was pleafed 
to manifeit and difplay forth thofe great at- 
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tributes to the world: whether in creation, 
by which he exerted his omnipotence in call- 
ing forth fo beautiful a fabrick out of the 
barren womb of nothing and confufion; or 
in the feveral traces and ftrange meanders of 
his providence, in governing all thofe man 
cafualties and contingencies in the world, 
and fo fteadily duccting them to a certain 
end, by which he fhews forth the ftupendous 
heights of his wifdom and omnifcience. And 
laftly, in the unparallelled work of man’s 
redemption, by which at once he glorified 
and unfolded all his attributes fo far, as they 
could be drawn forth into the view of crea- 
ted underftandings. Now a perpetual medi- 
tation and reflection upon thefe great fub- 
jects, is the noble employment of the blefied 
fouls in heaven. | 

But can any, whom the grace of God _has 
not throughly renewed and fanétified, be 
prepared and fitted for fuch a tafk ? No, af- 
furedly : and therefore it is worth our ob- 
ferving, that thofe who living diffolutely in 
this world, do yet with for the rewards of 
the righteous in the other, commence all 
fuch wifhes upon a vaft ignorance and mil- 
take of their own minds, not knowing how 
unfuitable, and confequently how irkfom the 
whole bufinefs of heaven would be to their 
unfanctified appetites and defires, For what 
felicity could it be‘to a man always accuf- 
tomed to the revels and fongs of the drunk- 
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ards, to bear a part in the choir of faints and 
angels, finging forth hallelujahs to him that 
fits upon the throne? What pleafure could 
it be to the luftful, the fenfual, and unclean 
perfon, to follow the Lamb, with his virgin 
retinue, wherefoever he goes? : 

Such perfons deceive themfelves when 
they wifh themfelves in heaven; and, in 
truth, know not what they defire: for how- 
ever they may dread and abhor hell, yet it 
is impoffible for them to defire heaven, did 
they know what they were to do there: and 
therefore inftead of making Balaam’s with, 
that they may die the death of the righteous, 
they fhould do well to live the life of fuch ; 
and to hearken to Chrift commanding them 
to feck the kingdom of heaven, by firft feekin 
the righteoufne/s thereof. For it is sahinoak. 
nefs alone that muft both bring men to 
heaven, and make heaven itfelf a place of 
happinefs to thofe that are brought thither. 


To which, the God of heaven, and 
Fountain of all happinefs, vouchfafe 
to bring us all: to whom be rendred 
and afcribed, as is moft due, all 
praife, might, majefty and dominion, 
both now and for evermore, Amen, 


ERRATUM. 
Page 65. line 3. read be able. 
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Avis minifterial, when given to the Apoftles, vii. 


8, &c. 
bftinence. See Fa/fting. 
Aés of boftility muft be forborn, x. 166, &c. 
AGions, good, are pleafant, viii. 11. 
moral, of no value in the fight of God, viii. 
28 to 30. 
wm—— Of our Saviour, are of three forts, viii. 182. 
How amiable to us, 7b. 
Adverfary, in Matt. v. 25. explained, vii. 313. 
Adverfity, no excufe for fin, vii, 219 to 222. See 4 
fictions. 
Adultery creates much trouble, x. 334. 
Advocate. See Mediation of Chrift. 
Affeetions and lufts, See Fich. Their power over the 
foul, viii, 166. How to be conquered, xi. 30, &c. 
saa! the body helps to humble the foul, ix. 349 
to 348. 
Afflictions of the mind or foul. See Spirit wounded. Why 
God brings them on the wicked and reprobate, vil: 


30. 


I N D E X. 


30. And on the pious and fincere, vii. 30. viii. 321, 
&c. are not tokens of God’s difpleafure, vii. 34, 35, 
36. See Anger and vii. 301, 304, 312. Are limited 
by God’s over-ruling hand, viii. 247, And the effect 
of his will, viii. 312, &c. x. 96. Differ from pu- 
nifhments, viii. 313. Ought not to be feared, viii. 
251 te 253. See Fear, Afford us great comfort, viii. 
248. We may pray God to divert them, and endea- 
vour to prevent and remove them, x. 97 fo 100. xi. 
188, &c. Their fpiritual ufe, x. 28, &c. Muft noe 
be {coffed at, vii. 35, 36. See Suffice divine, An- 
ger. \ 

AGAG, ix. 48, 49. 

Anabaptifts rebellious in Germany, X. 255. 

Angels, viii. 72 to 74. Their habitation, viii. 74. Em- 
ployment, viii. 75. xi. 197, &c. Knowledge, ix. 
329, &c. 197 to 205, Why Chri? took not their 

. mature upon him, viii. 286. 

o-——— fallen, their fin was greater than that of man, 
viii. 286, &c. Can never be pardoned, viii.352. See 
Interceffion. : ; 

Anger toult be fuppreffed, viii. 184 to 192. An obftacle 
to reproof, vii. 160 to 164. x. 280. 7 

how afcribed to God, viii. 205. Every affliction 
is not the effec of God’s anger, vili. 206 to 209, 
and 210, 303, 304, 327. How it differs from his 
hatred, viii. 209 to 211. How it exercifeth itfelf, and 
it’s effects, vili. 211 to 227, It’s greatnefs how de- 
clared, vill. 217 to 225. On whom it feizeth, viii. 
230, 303, 304. Should deter us from fin, vii. 219 
to 222. 

Angry Perfons, in what they delight, x. 161. Will not 
admit of reproof. See Anger. 

Annibilation not the greateft punifhaient of a man, viii, 
259 to 262. | 

ANTINOMIANS, X. 102, 105. Xi. 3, 4. 

Antiquity, whether better than the prefent time, vii. 
297, Sc. | 

APOLLONIUs TYANNAUS, Vii, 343 

APOLLINARIANS, viii. 279. 


Apofiles 
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Apofiles were ignorant before the coming of the Holy 
Ghoft, vii. 35. Their commiffion explained, viii. 
232, &c. 

Appetite, iv’s ufe and abufe, xi 30, 31. How to be 
conquered, xi. 31, 32. Notthe caufe of fin, viii, 
95. See Fleh, Concups/cence. 

ARIANS, Vili. 279. — 

ARISTOTLE’s opinion of intemperance, &c. xi. 7. His 
ufe and abufe of SoLomMon’s writings, ix. 262. 

ARMENIANS, Vili. 279. ix. 315. 

Arms, whether lawful to be taken up againft our Prince, 
x. 204, &c. See Paffive obedience, War. 

Mfcenfion. See Chrift. : 

Affaffination, xi. 62. See Duelliug. 

Afirology, its vanity, vill. 92, 93. . 

Atheifm, what itis, vii. 4. ix. 77, 93. Motives there- 
to, vii. 91, 92. It’s chief weapons, ix. 80. How to 
be prevented, vii. 96, 97. 

Atheit, his craft, ix. 78. His pleafure, ix. 79. With, 
sb. Power, ix. 80. Method of proceeding and argu- 
ments, ix. 81, 82. Weak conjectures, ix. 83, 84. 
And his folly, ix. 87 to 95. Is tied by no bonds of 
juftice, viii. 31. Becomes the pelt of fociety, viii. 
31, 32. and the moft of all men afraid at the ap- 
proach of death, vil. 62. 

A:tributes of God’s juftice, mercy, and righteoufneSs, 
what they fignify, ix. 312, &c. 

Attrition, vii. 127, &c. 

Authority of a bifhop, vii. 75. 


B 
ABYLON, XI. 44, 45. 
Back/fiiding, vii. 231 to 234. 

Bacon, ix. 91. 

Believers are fubje& to temptations, viii, 42 te 49. ix, 
289. See Regenerate perjons, Muit refift temptati- 
ons, vill. 49. By what means, viii. 49 to 61. 

Believing, whether in the power of man’s will, viii. 
395. Ivs difficulty, viii. 165. Motives thereto, ix. 
335, &c. 

Benignity of God, x. 139. 

’ Bifhep, 


IN D E X. 
Bifbop, his office, vii. 70, 71. Authority, vii, 75, Ne= 
ceffary qualificatoins, 71 to 77. ; ; 
Blafphemy, viii. 350. xi. 276, 
Blindnefs cured by Chrift, viii. 293. Why, viii. 299. 


Blood/heding, it’s finfulnefs, xi. 4.0 to 43. It’s different | 


forts, xi. 60, &c. Is accompanied with other fins, xi. 
57, &c, Why acurfe or wo is particularly pronounced 
againit it, xi. §4 to §8. And is moft remarkably pu- 
nifhed and revenged by God, x. 4.8 to 54 and 55, &c. 

Body, how it affects the foul, xi. 6, 7, 8. 

—— of Chriff, vii. 14 to 18. 

Boldnefs in prayer towards God, xi. 156. 

Books, Dan. vit. 10. explained, vil. 270. 

—— the caufe of them, ix. 277, &c. 

Brain, it’s labour exceeds all other exerciles, ix. 270 te 


274. 
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C4 LAMITY, general or common, hew to be appli- 
ed, ix. 47. See alfo viii. 301. | 

Calling, or employment, diligently purfued, is part of 
our duty to God, vii. 46. 

Calling and Ele4ion, who make it fure, ix. 257. 

Callings, where learning is neceflary, are attended with 
moft labour and mifery, ix. 273, &c. 

Carnal corruptions, viii. 381 to 384. 

Cafuiftry of the Papifts exp!oded, ix. 212. 

CaLvin’s opinion of reprobation, ix. 39. 

Cenfuring condemned, vill. 301. 

Car uEs I, (King) whether lawfully executed, xi. 60, 
&c. | 

Charity, it’s excellency, ix. 152, &c. 

Chaftity may be defended by force of arms, x. 24.5. 

Chemifiry, viii. 277. 

CurisT was conceived in the womb of his mother by 
the immediate power of God, viii. 240. Is the Son 
of God in feveral refpects, 1b. Came to deftroy the 
works of the devil, xi. 72. to 84. In what manner, xi. 
84. 1088. His humiliation was his own choice. viii, 
282. vii. § to 10. How he defcended from heaven, 
vii. 5, 6. and into what place, vii. 6 ta10, Why fent 

. into the world, viii. 272. Took on him the feed of 

2 Abrahamy 
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_ Abraham, viii. 276. Why he took upon him the na-« 
ture of man rather than of angels, vili. 285 to 291. 
The union of his two natures, vii. 13 021. His di- 
vine nature proved, vill. 276 to 278. His human na- 
ture proved, viii. 278 to 280. Being born King. of 
the Jews, why he did not affume that regal govern- 
ment, xi. 114, &c. His offices, xi. 2, 3. The truth 
of his othce, and divinity of his miffion, vili, 280 te 
285. His power how manifefted, vii.2,3. Cured 
one that was born blind, vill, 293. Why, villi. 299. 
Why he bid the young man fell all his poffeffions, viii. 
156. His righteoufnefs how imputed to us, vii. 105. 

. Cannot be perfectly imirated, ix. 125. Why troubled 
in f{pirit, vii. 8. His great forrow, vii. 15. 17. The 
preliminaries of his paftion, vit. 17. Rofe fromthe 
dead by his own power, viii. 242. To whom his be- 
nefits do extend, xi. 83, &c. His afcenfion, xi. 10 to 
12. How he fillcth all things, vii. 18 to 25. His 
power and office in heaven, vil. 23, 24. Xi. 72 to 84. 
Is appointed our only mediator by the Father, xi. 1795 
&c. 217. Is our mediator in three refpects, xi. 175. 
Ts our furety, xi. 178, 183. our Friend, xi. 180. our 

brother, xi. 181. and our Lord and mafter, xi. 184, 
&c. Is perfectly acquainted with all our wants and 
-neceffities. xi. 193. | 

ae be Chri/i?sy what is meant thereby, xi. 2 to 4, 
and 33. 

Chriftian, who properly fo called, xi. 33,34. See Re- 
generate Perfons. 

Chriftianity, it’s defign, vii. 41. x. 170. It’s fpirit and 
foul, vill. 130. It’s excellency, vii. 98, 8c. x. 341. 
Completes the law of nature, x. 158. It’s advantages, 
vil. 2. Isa {tate of warfare, vii. §9. viii. 38. of felf-. 
denial, vii. 60. viii. 130. Requires us (o proceed 
from grace to grace, vii. 53,54. See Religion, Wor- 


Sip. 
Chrifimas-day kept a general faft by the rebels in 1645. 
Vill. 137. 
Church of Chrif?, vii. 29 to 32. It’s ftate at different 
times, vil.295, &c. Has a jult right to it’s pute 
fions, x, 189, &c, 
Church 
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Church of England, it’s tate during the time of the grand 

- gebellion, vii: 69, &c. Has a juft right to it’s poffef 
fions, x. 189, &c. | 

Comfort, which is conveyed to man by the Spirit of God, 
viii. 403, Sc. ; 

ae a or the Holy Ghoft, viii, 402 fo 409. See Hoe 
ly Ghoft. — | 

Gommiffon given by Chri/? to his Apoftles explained, vii. 
232 to 280. 

pane of God, why they fhould be obferved, ix. 335 
10 339. 

Gomparifons in a {piritual ftate are dangerous, %. 70, &c. 

Complaints againft the evil of the prefent times are irra- 
tional, vii. 303. How to befetnedied, vii. 307, 8c. 

Concealing defects ot vices in a friend is flattery, vii. 
136, &c. 

Concupifcence, xi. 4. to 6, viii. 381, Se. 

Confeffion, xi.28,29. Motives thereto, ix. 332, &c. 

Confidence towards God, what it is, xi. 156 to 172. How 
gropnded, xi. 172 to 193. _ 

Confeience, it’s nature, ix. 54,55. It’s duty, viii. 18. 
Moftly injured by prefumptuous fins, vii. 250, dcc. 
Thecaufes of it’s remorfe, viii. 14.9 te155. It’s ftings 
and remorfes are terrible, vii. 24, 25. xX. 233, &e. 
Not always neceffary to be fele in the fincere and re- 
generate, vii. 37,38. Who they are that fio againft 
it’s checks and warnings, vii. 227 to 229. X. 332, &C. 
Cannot be diftinguifhed into politic and private, vit. 
45, 181. It’s danger when ftupid and hardned, ix. 
54,&c. See Hypocrite, How it grows hardned, ix. 

&e. | 

or eat See Wounded Spirit. 

Conftitution, See Temper. 

Confubfantiation, Vit. 20. 

Contentious perfons defcribed, x. 161, &c. 280. 

‘Contingencies. See Decrees, Foreknowledge, Things fue 
ture, and ix. 328, &c. 

Conver fion, how miftaken by the hypocrite, x. 8. See. 
Regeneration. 

sa of the will, how perfortned, xi. 243. See 

ill. 


2 Courage 


IN D E X. 

Courage required in a bifhop, vii. 71, &c. In a Chri- 
ftian,x.§. See Fortitude. 

Counfels of God not to be enquired into, x. 98. Sce 
Decrees, Purpofes. | 

Cowardice is neither acceptable to God nor man, x. §, 
vii. 60, &c. See Paffive Obedience, War. 

Credulity, vii. 187. See Believing. 

CRELLIUs, viii. 205, 

Crucifixion of the flefh. See Fie. | 

Cruelty of the world, encouragements againft it, viii, 
233, &c. 

Curiofity, i’s nature and danger, viii. 330, &c. 

Curfe of God, it’s power, xi. 46. 

Cujtom, it’s force and tyranny over the confcience, viii. 
169. 


D. 
D AM NATION, how expreffed in {cripture, viii. 
256. How it ought to influence us, viii. 241. 

Damned, their mifery, viii. 257. See Punibment eternal, 
Death, Deftruétion, 

Darivs, vii. 12. 

‘Davin confidered in a double capacity, ix. 280. His 
prayer to, and praife of God, ix. 281, &c. His up- 
rightnefs, ix. 282, &c. Wasa type of CurisT, vii, 
II, 

Day, it’s meaning in fcripture, vii. 43, 56. 

Death, X.325. xi.83. Temporal, ib. How it creeps up- 
on us, 14, Compared to eternal, x. 327. Eternal, 
x. 327. Deprives us of all worldly comforts and plea- 
fures, 7b. and of the enjoyment of God, x.329. Fills 
both foul and body with the moft intenfe pains, tor- 
ment, and anguifh, x 329,&c. Why called the wages 
Of fin, x. 331 20 339. Objections againft eternal death 
anfwered, x. 333. See Deffru&ion. 

Death-bed Repentance, whether effectual to falvation, ix. 
203 t0222. It’s impoffibility would create defpair, 
ix.221, &c. Examples of it’s having been effectual, 
ix, 214, &c. To rely thereon is foolifh and hazard- 
ous, iX. 222 #0229. Is difficult to be conceived and 
proved, ix. 225,&c. It’s hindrances, ix.223, &c. 

Declared, in Rom. vii. 4. explained, ix. 232, &c. 

= Y Decrees 
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Decrees of God take nothing from man’s freewill, viii. 
89,90. xi. 250, &e. Cannot be the caufe of fin, 
viii. 88 t092. See Free-will, Purpofes of God. 

Defence. See Force, War. 

Deliverance of the J/raelites from Pherach and his hoft, 
ix.106. Of England from the grand rebellion, com- 
pared thereto, ix. 107,110, 114,116, 119. It’s great- 
nefs, ix. 106. Unexpedctednefs, ix. 108, &c, Sea- 
fonablenefs, ix. 113, &c. and undefervednefs, ix. 
116, &c. 

Deliverances, miraculous, exemplified, ix. 99, 100. What 
is chiefly & be confidered in them, ix. 122. Signal 
and unexpected, are the ftrongeft and {weeteft ways of 

_God’s convicting us of our fins, ix.§2. Should make 
us thankful and obedient, ix. 52, $3. 

Delufion, how {pread over the world at the coming of 
Chrift, xi. 73, &c. 

Dependance (our) is on Chrift’s merit and mediation, xi. 


174. : ae 
Defcent of Chrift. See Chrif?, Humiliation, 
——of the H.Ghoft. See Holy Ghof. 


Deferticn of God, it’s bad effects on man, vii. 20, 25 te 


27, See God, Spirit of God withdrawn, 

Defigns of God. See Decrees. 

Defires. See Thoughts, and x. 355. 

De/pair, who are chiefly fubje&t thereto, vii. 245. How 
caufed, ix. 82, 333. See Death-bed Repentance. Is 
oppofite to truft in God, xi. 156. and makes a man 
uncapable of his duty to God, viil. 33.4.. 

Deftrudtion of Ginners, when defigned by God, ix. 43 te 
§7. viii. 130. How effected, ix. 56. Of foul and 
body in hell, viii. 256 ta 260. Why this is the moft 
terrible of all punifhments, viii. 258. 

Detragtion, See Flattery. | 

Detraé&or and the flatterer compared, vii. 136, &c. 

Devil, his power, viii. 96. Works, si. 72. How con- 
quered, xi. 73 to 84. See Chri? Why he hates 
man, viii. 38. Why he tempts man, viii. 39 to 42. 
By what ways and means, viii. 42 to 49. xi. 72, &c: 
Is not to be charged with our fins, vill. 96 to 98. 

Dracoras MELIvs, ix. 75. 

Difficulty 
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Difficulty of working out our falvation, vii. 323 fo 327, 

Dionyfius, viii. 9. 

Dijcontent. See Complaints. 

Difeontents. See Difgu/ts. 

Di/grace torments the mind, viii. rt, 12, 

Difgufts, inward, mutt be fuppreffed by a Chriftian, viii, 
185, 186, 

Di/penfation cannot begranted to do evil, vii. 116, &c. 
Popi/b, on what grounded, vii. 11 9. 

Difpenfations, or judgments of God, what opinion is to-be 
formed of them, viii. 206 to 200. 

Difputes, wherice they arife, ix. 277, &c. See Know- 

ge human. 

Diffembling of others defeéts or vices is flattery, vii. 

136, &c. 

Difiimulation. See Flattery, Hypocrite. Isa companion 
of cruelty, xi. 57, &c. 

Diftrufls of God are unreafonable, viii. 405. See Des 
pendance. 

Divines, obfervations on their Parentage, ix, 260, 

Divinity, the moft laborious of all ftudies, ix, 273, &&c, 

Doétrines of Chrift, their nature, ix. 244,&c. Cannot 
be proved by his miracles, ix. 254, &c. But by the 
prophecies fulfilled in him, ix. 246. And that not 
found conclufive to all perfons, is. &c. 

Doétrines preached in the name of Chri? muft be tried, 
vii. 130. By what means, vii. 131 to 134. Not ta 
be accepted, becaufe common, general, or ancient, vii. 
132. Nor on account of the preacher’s fuppofed 
fanctity, vii. 133. When known to be good, vii. 134. 
Vil, 130. 

Dominion of Godis abfolute, viii. 314. x, 1 32. 

Doubts, how cleared, viii. 410. 

Drunkennefs is painful, x, 334. 

Duellers, what dangers they encounter, x. 22% to 234. 

Duelling , what ic is, x. 217,236. In what cafes lawful, 
X.217 te 220, when unlawful, x. 228 0 236. It’s 
bad confequences, x. 228, &c. How di{countenanc- 
ed by antiquity, x. 227, 

Avaps t explained, ix. 234, &c. 


Y 2 _ Duties, 
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Duties, chriftian, are all reducible to faith, obedience, and 
patience, x.92. How enforced, viii. 334. 


E AR hearing explained, vii. 219 to 222. viii, 372, &c. 
Earth it’s lower parts explained, vii.6 to 10. 

Education, when miftaken for piety and grace, X. 34.7. 

"Eras x) iwxe explained, vii. 27, 28. i a 

Eleétion and elected, vii. 103. viii. 267. ix. 257. See 
God. é 

Employment. See Idlenefi, Indufiry, Labour, Learning, 
“Divinity. | | 

Enemy not to be careffed as a friend, x. 114. Our duty 

—tqhim, x. 115,193. See War. 

Enticing to fin, it’s crime, viii. 104 to 109. 

"Emiavapecrdas explained, viii. 273 10276. 

FEPICcURUS, ix. 77. 

Epifcopacy is fuperior to prefbytery, vil. 66, 70. 

Equity is effential to the nature of God, viii. 316, 
&c. 

Eraftus, vit. 75. 3 

Eftate. See Calling, Goods. | 

Eternity, what, viii. 256. Of torments, vill. 257. See 
Deftructian. 

EUNOMIANS, Vill, 279. 

Exaltation of Chrift. See Afcenfion. 

Exami-ation of one’s felf neceffary, x. 73. 

Example. See Cuftom. 

Excufes for fin, See Devil, God, Infirmity, Ignorance, 
Prefumption, Sin. 

Expreffions, outward, muft be reftrained, ii, 186 to 
191. Smooth their effects, viii. 192. 

Extremes are dangerous, ix. 230. X. 239 &c. 


F. 
pee is threefold, viii. 35. Saving faith, vil. 97, 
98. viii. 35, 36. When miftaken,. x. §9. Is only 
able to make a man victorious, viii. 50 to 53. In 
what manner, vili. 53 to 61. 
Farthing, paying the uttermoft, explained, vil. 315- 


Fajiing, 


IN DE X. 

Fa/fting, in what it confifts, ix. 332 to 338. and 344 ¢o 
352. It’sufe, ix. 144. and 341. Its qualifications, 
ix, 141 t0154. Ic muft be fincere, ix. 147, &c. 
Attended with an hatred to fin, ix. 147 te 150. En- 
livened with prayer, ix. 150 to 152. and accompanied 
with alms-deeds and works of mercy, ix. 152 to 154. 
It is a duty both moral, ix. 126. Spiritual, 21d. 349. 
and by God’s command, zbid. 156. 1s a fovereign reme- 
dy to cure fpiritual diftempers, ix. 154, 341. But is 
not meritorious, ix. 155. Muft be practifed by all 
men, iX. 129 to 132. But not as neceflary and valua- 
ble in itfelf, ix. 142 to 147. Reafons for fafting and 
humiliation, ix. 343 to 345. 

naticnal, required for national fins, ix. 352, &c. 

Father, in Matt. x. 37. xi. 118. 

Favour of God, who fins againft it, vii. 229 fo 231. 

Fear, defcribed, viii. 218, 219, 246, 250, 251, 355 
to 357. Is twofold, viii. 239. Of God mult be pre- 
ferred to the fear of man, viii. 264, &c. Fear not 
them that can kill the body, viii. 238. What ought 
not to be feared, viii. 242 to 256. The fear of man 
draws to many fins, viii. 265, &c. It’s efteem how 
raifed, xi. 267, &c. Is improper in a minifter of God’s 
word, vill. 234. | 

Fearfulne/s, xi. 49. See Fear. 

Fervency of prayer, how prevented, ix. 304, &c. 

Flatterer de{cribed, vii. 170 to 176, 178, 179, 1935 
193. _ His defigns detected, vil. 170 to 176. Who 
are the greateft flatrerers, vii. 183 to 187. 

Fiattery, in what it confilts, vii. 136 f0 195. x. 289. 
It’s ends and defigns, vii. 168 to 176. Who are moft 
liable to be flattered, vil. 158 to 167. The reafons on 
which it is grounded, vii. 158, &c, It’s effects, viii. 
192, 268. 

Fish, a corrupt habit fo called, ix. 286. xi. 5 to 16, 
Mutt be crucified, xi. 18 to 29. How to be cruci- 
fied, xi. 29 to 32. Irsneceffity, xi. 32, 33. 

—— With iis affections and lujts, explainea, viil, 47 ta 


49. Xl. 4, 5. 
Flecd, why brought upon the earth, x, 219, &c, 


Y 3 Fil, 


IN DEX. 
Fool, who, ix. 87. faith in bis heart, explained, ix. 77 


to 95. 

Pee lawful to be ufed, x. 203, 236, 238. Un- 
der what reftrictions, x. 249, &c. Againft whom, x. 
2.52, &c. Not by a-private man againft his Governor, 
x. 206, See War. 

Foreknswledge. See God, | 

Forfaken of God, the danger, vii. 20, 25 to 27. See 
Defertion. | | 

Forgivenefs of God, whence it flows, viii. 338, 8c. 
What itis, viii. 341, &cc. Of what number of fins, 
viii. 347, &c. Of what magnitude, viit. 349, oc. 
On whom beftowed, viii. 352. Why to be expected, 

- iii, 362. x. 171, &c. Should enforce our fear of 
God, viii. 358. Is more reafonably to be expected 
from man than from God, viii. 136 to 138. 

Form of godlinefs. See Godlinefs, &c. 368, &c. 

Fortitude, is the gift of the Holy Ghoft. vii. 413, &c. 

Forum confeientia, vill. 150. | 

Free-will, vii. 94, &c. ix. 205, 268, 316. x. 13. 104. 

Friendfip, it’s real Ggns, vii. 167. When betrayed. See 
Flatterer. | 

Futurity. See Things future, Foreknowledge: Ornt- 


Sevences 


G. 

G Enerations. See Complaints. 

“—' Gift of miracles, viii. 412. Of tongues, vii. 38. 
viii, 413. Of chriftian courage, 2d, 

Gifts minilterial, when given to the Apoftles, vii. 38. 

Gluttony, is painful, x. 333. 

Ghry, it’s love what able to produce, viii. 2 te 8. Why 
it influenceth us, viii. 9 to 16. Is not able to make us 
victorious, viii. 16 t0 27. Of God theend of all his 
-works. See Honour. How engaged, vill, 114 (0 
121. 

God, his being or exiftence, by whom denied, ix. 72. 
Sc. 85, 86. There is no God, how to be under- 
ftood, ix. 76 to 87. Our Creator, vill, 114 to 12]. 
How he governs the world, viii. 22, 23. Knoweth all 
things, vil. 258 40261, 266 to 268. ix. 315 gine 
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INDEX. 


- Rules and governs the fecret paffages of man’s life, vit. 
261, By difcovering them, vii. 263. His moft fe- 
cret intentions, tid. Defhgns, vii. 264. Is the 
only object of our worfhip, viii. 14a. How to be 
rightly known, vil. 93, &c. Judgeth men for fin in 
this life, vii. 268. His proceeding againft {inners, ix, 
39. Prepares and ripens them for deftruction, ix. 43 
to 57. See Defiruction, When provoked to {wear 
againft man, ix. 70,71. Will judge men at the day 
of judgment, vii. 169, &c. Why called merciful 
righteous, and juft, &c. ix.312 to 314. Intends his 
own glory in all his doings, x. 137, &c. How he 

~ deals with thofe in affliction, x. 143, &c. Particularly 
punifheth the bloodfhedder, xi. 55,&c. Whenhe 
{peaks convincingly, ix. 47, 52. At what time he 
withdraws his Spirit from a hard heart, xi. 222, &c. 
How he concurs to harden the heart, viii. 389, &c. 
Does not move any to fin, viii. 390. May juftly pu- 
nifh thofe from whom he has withdrawn his Spirit, 
viii. 391, &c. How his honour is vindicated, xi. 260 
to268. What it is to fee God, x. 360, &c. Hislove 
and favour how engaged, viii.114 to121. His good- 
nefs, x.139. Confidered in relation to Chrift, asa fa- 
ther, xi. 175, &c. as ajudge, xi. 177, &c. . 

Godline/s, it’s form availeth nothing to falvation, x. 345 
to 368, &c. It fometimes proceeds froma ftrict edu- 
cation, x. 347. Or from the circumftances and occa 
fions of a man’s life, x. 349, &c. Or from a care and 
tendernefs of his own reputation, x. 350, &c. sce 
Hypoertte. | 

Goodnefs of God, x. 139. 

Goods, when they may be defended by force of arms, x. 
242, &c. 


Go/pel, it’s great intent and defign, x. 35. xi, 254 12260. 


How it was publifhed, vii. 41. It’s truth, vil. 89. 
How proved, viii. 161 to 164, Contains all things 
neceffary to falvation, vii. 100. It worketh in us what 
is good, vii. go to92. Gives us right notions of God, 
vil. 93, &c, and of our duty to man. 74, It’s duties 
-Mmiitaken by the hypocrite, x. 53 to $7. 


‘Gewrneent, it’s ftrength, in what it confifts, vii. 3. &c. 


Ya Government, 


IN DE X. 


Government, or employment, how it influenceth men, 
Vil. 36, 

Grace of God isa free gift, viii. 369, &c. How wroughe 
in us, vii. 54, 55. Why fome cannot improve it’s 
means, viii. 377 t0 385. It’s power, ix. 68. With- 
drawn is ‘the finner’s deftruGtion, ix. 56. See De- 
Siru€tion, May be denied, ix. 63, 64. See Spirit 
of God withdrawn. | 

-—— Univerfal, opinions concerning it, viii. 394. 

under Grace, it’s meaning, vii. 106, &c. 

Grieving the Spirit, it’s danger, xi. 269, &¢c. See Spirit 
of God withdrawn. | 

Grotius his opinion of oppofing the civil magiftrate, x, 
207, &c. 

Guilt makes a man irreconcileable, viii. 361. How to 
be cleared from the confcience, yiii. 309, 


H: 

H APPINESS, in what it confifts, viii. 154, 155; 

240, Why fo few attain it, x. 340. What was 
fo efteemed by heathens, viii. 153, 154. 

Hardnefs of a finner’s heart how effected, ix. 56. xi. 
275. viii, 386 0391. Cannot be afcribed to God as 
It’s caufe, viii.287. It’s danger, ix. §7. xi. 222, &c, 
275. See Defirudtion, Heart. 

Hatred, it’s nature, viii. 209, 

s——— of God, See Anger. 

Flearing, xi. 305. See Ear hearing. 

fieart. See Hardnefs, May remain hardned, in the 
midft of convincing means, viii. 369, 377 to 385: 

r=r——Converted, is the giftofGod, is. See Grace. 

r—— Perceiving, what is meant thereby, viii. 371 10377. 

Fell defcribed, xii. 17. 

HER op’s behaviour at the report of the Aagi, xi. 111 to 
114. His ufurpation, xi. 106. Cruelty, xi. 107, 111, 


M.gnificence, xi. 308. See Magi. 
Hindrances toa death: bed repentance, ix, 223, &c. 
Fics, vii. 4.’ 
floline/s of God fhould deter us from fin, xi, 310. 

Holy Ghof?, why fent, vili. 411. His proceffion, viii. 

400, Ofhce, vili. 402 70411, What he was a te- 
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ftify of Chrif?, viii. 411. By what ways and means, 
viii. 412. When and how conferred, vii. 32 to 39. 
Is neceffary toenable man to conquer his fpiritual ene- 
mies, viii. §§ 1057. See Spirit of God. 

Honour or juftice of God vindicated, xi, 260 to 267, 

Hope may dwell with the hypocrice, x. 38 to 45. Of 
the finner is vain, xi. 312. Will meet with miferable 
difappointments, x. 74 to 81. 

Humiliation is the end God propofes by his judgments, 
ix. 366, &c. Muft be perfonal and particular, ix. 
360, &c. Gives us hopes that God will pardon our 
fins, ix. 362 t0 366, See Repentance, Sin. 


a= National, is neceflary for national fins, ix. 3 52, &c. 


————Of CHRIST, Vii. § fo 10. Vili, 282 10 285. 

Humility is a diftinguifhing property of chriftian righ- 
teoufnels, xi. 307, &c. See Poverty of Spirit. 

Hypocrite defcribed, x.36, &c. His hope, x.38. May 
hope to be happy, x. 39, &c. How he attains this 
hope, x. 45 to60. How he continues and preferves 
that hope, x. 66 t0 74. Relies on God’s mercy, x. 48. 
Is not afraid of his juftice, 4. How he is deceived 
herein, x. 49,53. Enjoys peace and comfort in his 
mind, x. 42, &c, Miftakes the duties of the gofpel, 
x. §3¢056. His end is miferable, x. 74 to 81. 86 to 
gt. Is dejeéted under afflictions, x. 81, &c. and at 
the approach of death, x. 84 to 86. See Scrides and 
Pharifees, Righteou/nefs of man, 

Flypoffatical union, vil.13 to 15. 


I. 
[PEENESS exploded, vil. 47. 
Idolatry, how practically committed, ix. 86, 87. 
Feaicufy is full of vexation, xi, 49. , 


Jeremy the prophet, in what particulars he refembled a 


_ bifhop, vii. 68. 

Nahi when inconvenient, vii. 151. 

Jews, their idolatry, impurity, rebellion, vili, 282, &c. 

364. 368. God's dealings with them, viii. 365, &c. 
x1,225. Provoked God to wrath, ix. ror to 105. xi. 
223,&c. Their finfulnefs, xi. 80, &c. The caufe 
of their undutifulnefs to God, ix. 120 #0 123. Their 

unbelief 


IN DE X. 


unbelief inexcufable, xi. 71,&c. Believed tran{mi- 
ella of fouls, viii. 294. Why God withdrew his 

pirit from them, xi. 223, &c. Their deliverance 
out of Egypt and from Pharaoh, ix. 106, &c. Why 
they put Cri/ to death, ix. 258. 

Ignorance is the foundation of the hypocrite’s hope, x. 
45, &c. When it excu(leth a fin, vii. 200 to 203. viii. 
112, 113. When not, viii. 113. 

Mlumination of the Spirit, what, xi, 237. Is threefold, 
1b. to 241, 

Imitation of vice is bafe and fervile, vii. 188. 

Impatience is compounded of pride and anger, x. 153, &c. 

Impediments. See Hindrances. 

Impenitence. See Repentance delayed dangerous. 

Impudence in prayer to God defcribed, xi. 166, 8c. 

Inclinations, good, whence they proceed, xi. 24.4. . 

Indifference in things fpiritual, viii. 385. 

Indigence, whence it is acurfe, x.3. See Poverty. 

Indulgences condemned, vii.103. See Di/penfations. 

Induftry neceffary in all ftates of men, vii. 46, &c. Why 

wii. 48. : 

_t, Infirmity, fins of, vii. 205. xX. 321. 

ub ee done and faid, which moft refented by men, 

ae a viii. 191. A breach of Chrifian peace, x. 166, 8c, 

UL b May be punifhed, x. 180, 181, &c. 

i Injuftice, See Deftruction, Spirit of God withdrawn. 
Innocence and integrity required in a bifhop, viii.73, &c. 
Infenfibility, ix. 54. 

Inftiné, viil. 69. 

Integrity. See Innocence. 

Intemperance. See ARISTOTLE. 

Intention, vii. 186. to fin, fhews a love thereof, ix. 
293, &c. By whom directed and governed, vii. 263. 

Jnterceffion of faints diftinguifhed into general and parti- 
cular, xi. 209. Of angels and faints difproved, xi. 
197, &c. 

Interceffor, none other between God and man but Cériff 
‘Fefus, Xi. 197, Be. 

Antere/t, private, the caufe of contention, x. 164. 

Jow’s affliction fcarce to be equalled, vii, 16. Tended 
to his own good, viii. 327. 
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Trrevrence in prayer, xi. 166, &cc. 

IsRAELITES. See JEWS. 
udge, in Mat. v. 26, explained, vil. 314. 

*udgment (our own) ought not to be too .pertimacioufly 
adhered to, x. 303, &c. 

can be paffed by no man upon his own final eftate, 
ix. 68, See Prefumption, Security. 

pe——will be executed by God for the fins of men, vii. 
268, 269, &c. See Deftrudtion, Ged. Of God is 
irrevocable and irreverfible, vii. 332 to 337. 

ea—particular or perfonal, 1X. 59. hen anjuftly 
charged, viii. 300 to 305, 327. Why unjuftly charg- 
ed in regard to God, viii. 395 to 312. Should draw 
men to repentance, vii. 219 to 222. ix. 343, &cc. How 
to be moft effectually averted, ix. 354, &c. x. 369. 
The end of God’s judgments, ix. 366,&c. What ufe 
to be made of them, x. 28, &c. 

general, why inflicted for particular fins, ix. 


359 &e. 

Furifdition, ecclefiaftical, it’s origin, vii. 76. Settled 
by law, 16. See Church. 

Fuftice, divine, is effential to God’s nature, viii. 316. ix. 
312, &c. x. 142, &c. Could not be fatisfied by any 
thing created, viii. 344. Is not to be efcaped, vit. 
22, 23, 239- It’s method of proceeding, vil. 21, 22. 

Xi. 39, 46. , 

F uflification of a finer, vii. 103. Should be our chief 
aim, Vii, 101, &c. | 


K. 
K INDNESS of God, x. 139. See Goodnefs, Mercy. 
Kingdom of Chritt, what, viii. 360. xi. 115. 
Of heaven, in Matt. v. 3. explained, x. 32, &e. 
and in Matt. v. 20. explained, xi. 281, &c. 

‘Kings not to be refitted by force. See Force, Paffive 
Obedience, War. 

King- killers, their judgments from God, xi. 63, &c. 

Knowledge of God, vii. 258 to 261, 283. 1X. 315 to 321 
325. How proved, vii.270 0273. ix. 317, &c. It’s 
excellency, ix. 321 #2332. Properties, ix. 322, &c. 
Certainty, ib. Independency, ix. 323, &c. Uni- 

. | verfality, 
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verfality, ix. 325, &c. Of our thoughts, ix, 331, 

é&c. What influence it ought to have over us, ix. 332 

to : 

ania. buman, 359, &c. It’s nature, ix. 264, &c. 
By whom to be judged, ix. 260. ‘Why fo much 
praifed, 16, Initfelf is vain, 15. and 263. In matters 
of falvation is neceffary, ix. 262, 263. ‘Is always 
attended with forrow, ix. 264 to 279. Is the inftru- 
ment of affliction, ix. 264. of melancholy, ix. 265. 
and vexation of fpirit, ij:d. Whether it can be 
true,-or relied upon, id. ibid. &c. Cannot be affur- 
ed, ix. 266. Cannot advance the real concerns of 
human happinefs, ix. 267 to 270. x. 360, &c. Does 
not alter nor conftitute the condition of things, ix. 267, 
&c. Is hard and laborious to be acquired, ix. 270 to 
274. Is never contented, ix.274. It’s effects and 
confequences produce forrow, ix. 274 t0 279. Isthe 
caufe of difputes, ix. 277, &c. Oppofeth new dif- 
coyeries, ix. 278. Can only find comfort when it 
feeks God, ix. 279. Upon what principles it muft 
commence, xi. 102, &c. 

Angelical, it’s extent, xi. 197 to 205. See Divi- 

nity, Learning. | | 


: LL 
4BOUR is neceffary to all men, vii. 47. See Jn-- 
auftry. 
Language, injurious, is a breach of chriftian peace, x. 
173, &c. See Exprefhons outward, Revile not again. 
Law of God is indifpenfable, vii. 117, &c. Exceptions 
' thereto, vil. 118. 
——— moral, obligatory, vii. 105, &c. : | 
—— cf the Land, a laborious ftudy, ix. 273. Whether 
it be lawful to go to law, x. 254, &c. Is neceffary, 
x. 266 to 270. Under what reftrictions, x. 270 to 
274, 306. Upon what grounds it proceeds, x. 264, 
ve Arguments again{t going to law, x. 255 to 
564: % : : 
Law, not under, but under grace, explained, vii. 106, &c. 
Learning, human, neceflary in the minifterial function, 
vu. 37. In what other callings neceflary, ix. ge 
°C. 
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&c. By whom moft commended, ix. 260. See 
Knowledge buman. 

Lent, it’s inftru@ion and ufe, ix. 135. Mentioned by 
the council of Nice, and many of the ancient fathers, 


ix. 136. 

Libels ak the Church of England in the ume of the 
grand rebellion, vii. 79, occ. 

Libertines, vii. 62, &C. Xl. 3, 4. 

Life is fhort, vil. 56, 319. &c. Long enough for the pur- 
pofes and end of our creation, vii. 56, &c. Limited by 
God’s decree, vii. 58. Is the only time to make our 
peace with God, vii. 318, dcc. Is uncertain, vil. 328 
to 331. All it’s fecret paflages are known to God, vii. 
262. May be defended by force of arms, x. 238, 
&c. It’s lofs is irreparable, xi. 56. 

—— good, what, viii. 17. ix. 209. Is neceflary to fal- 
vation, ix. 203, &c. 

—— fpiritual, it’s fountain, vill. 53 to 55. x. 67. 
——~ ‘eternal, how to be obtained, viii. 176: See Re/s- 
gion, Worfbip. | 

Light of the Spirit. See Illumination. 

—— natural, joins with revelation concerning a future 

 ftate, viii, 149 ta 160. 

—— fpecial, xi. 240, &c. 

national, Xi. 339. 

univerfal, why called the light of nature and of 
the Spirit, xi. 237, &c. 

Lip-devotion is of no fignification, x. 345. Sce Form of 
godline/s, = 

Live peaceably, Rom. xii. 18. explained, x, 160 fo 193. 
When impoffible, x. 160 to 165. What duty is here 
commanded, x. 166 #0 175. Means to perform it, x. 
2.76 to 306. Motives to enforce it, x. 306 fo 312. 

Love of God towards man, why, vili. 114 to 121. Xt. 
268. ) 

of Curist by man, what it is, xi, 121 to 136. 

Reafons and motives to induce us thereunto, xi. 136, 

&c. How it may be known to be in us, xi. 147 to 

153. 


of glory. See Glory. 
——— of fin, is conftant and habitual in the unregene- 
‘rate, xi, 285,&&c. | ~ Lewlinefs, 


I N DE xX. 
LetelingS of fpirit. See Powerty of fpirit. 
Lucius SYLua, viii. 10. 
4ujts, what are fo, viii. 87. How the caufe-of fin, viii, 
103 to 107. See Fich. 
Luxury, viii. 232, 233 


Lying down, in Pfalm cxxxix, 3. explained, vii. a60. 


M 
ACHIAVEL, Vili. 281. 352. 

Magi or wifemen, who. they were, xi. 92, Sec. 
Their quality, xi. 94, 8c. Their country, xi. 96. 
The time of their coming to Feru/alem, xi. 98, 8c. 
By what kind of a ftar they were guided, xi. 101, &c. 

_ How they could collec the birth of the Meffiah from 
the fight of that ftar, xi. 102, &c. 

Maxomer, vii. 34. ae = + 

Malice, it’s effe&, viii. 309 to 312. Againft God whence 
it praceeds, viii. 335, &c. 

Man in his natural {tate or after his fall, vii. 244. viii. . 
59 to §3, 285, &c. xi. 16, 221, 236. His. con- 
dition before the flood, xi. 219, &c. Is maturally at 

_ @amity with God, xi. 223, &c. Confidered as a 
member of a body politic, vii. 44. Amd ina {piritu- 
al and temporal capacity, 2. to 48, &c. Cannot re- 
pent in the grave, vii. 55, &c. How fupported by 
providence, viii. 70 to 72. His obligatione to God, . 
as his Creator, viii. 76 to 79.. Is unable to make any 
fatisfaction to God, vii. 326, &c. 

Manifefiation of the Son of God, how, xi, 68, Séc. 
Why, xi. 72. Was toremove and conquest delufiop, 
“i. 73, &c. Sin, xi. 78, &c. Death, xi. 83. &c. 

MARCIONITES, Vili. 278. . 

Mediation of CHR1sT, confidered in regard. of God, 
X. 175 #0 180. In regard to men, xi. 180 to 186. 
Why only to be performed ,by Chrif?, xi. 127 to 


192, 7” 

Melanchaly perfons. See Spirit wounded. 

Men-pleafers, viii. 268. 

mare re God over all his works, viii. 63 to 84. Mani- 
efted in two refpects, viii. 63, 342 to 346. ix. 3 12y - 
dxc. Abuled, the danger, vii. 23, 239, &G. vill. 36 3- 
: » 
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Is pleafant to the foul, vii. 33, 34. To whom extend- 
ed, x. 49, &c. 139. How to be valued, vii. 31. 
Should deter us from {in, vii. 32. By whom denied, ix. 
219, &c. Vindicated, xi. 264, &c. 

Merit exploded, x. 21. xi. 195, &c, 239, &Kc. 

_ Maetempfycofis, Vill. 294. 

Mind of man defcribed, x. 39, &c. 

Minifiry of God’s word. See Commiffion. 

Miracles are the work of God, ix. 93, &c. Why ufed 
by Mofes, vii. 33. ix. 99. Wrought by Chri/?, and 
why, vii. 33. Vill, 161, 162. By his Difciples, viii. 
412, &c. Continued in the Church on extraordinary 
occafions, viii. 99, &c. Pretended to by great im- 
poftors in religion, vii. 34. Are difficult to be known 
to be really the work of God, ix. 250 to 256. Are not 
a fufficient proof that Cbri/? was the Me/iah, ix. 248, 
249, 254. Why God enabled his fervants to work 
them, ix. 98, &c. Are all inferior to the refureCtion 
of Chriff, ix. 247, &c. 

Didi fapprehenfion of God and his attributes, dangerous, x. 
45, &c. See Hypocrite. 

Mifery inflicted by man, not to be feared, viii. 242 te 
256. 


eternal, what, viii. 175, 257, 8c. How to be 
avoided, 15, Of an unrepenting finner inevitable, vil. 
332, &c. See Deftruétion. 

Miffion of Chrift, it’s divinity, viii, 280, &c. 

sae goat of fin one caufe af an hypocrite’s hope, 
x. §0, &c. | 

Morality, i’s principal duties, ix. 143. Are the gene- 
ral duties for which a man will be judged at the laft 
day, Vil. 99, 105. 

Mortification of the fleth is difficult, xi. 16, 17. Ad- 
vantageous, ix. 144, 156. Is erroncoufly taught by 
the Church of Rome, ix. 153, &c. 

——— of fin, what, ix. 291, &c. Neceflary in be- 
lievers, ix. 291, &c, 

Mather, in Matt. x. 37. explained, xi. 118. 

Maur murings againft God unreafonable, vii. 219 to 222. 
Vili, 405. xX, 137. Muftbe fuppreffed, x. 108, &c. 


NAME, 
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N 
Ne ME, good, how efteemed amongtt men, viii. 


Nites alone is weak, viii. 378, &c. 

of Chrift. See CHRIST. 

of God is incomprehenfible, i IX. 31%, 312, &c. 

NEBUCHADNEZZAR, God’s wo or curfe againtt him, 
xi. 

Nicci ae ix, 168, 173. 

Night, in fcripture, explained, vii, 43. - 

Novelty. See Knowledge human. 

Numa PomPILtIvs, vii. 34. 


— O 
QO4TH of God, what, ix. 40. 
Obedience, paffive, xi. 42, 43. See GRorrus, 

Parsus, Paffive. 

aétive and paffive, include the whole duty of a 
Chriftian, viii. 180. 

Obftinacy againft God’s judgments, it’s danger and folly, 
Vii. 219 to 222. 

a aaa againft God and man, their difference, viii. 136, 


Off of Chr iff. See Curist, Mediation, Interceffir, 
Miffion. 

Officer in Matt. v, 26. explained. vii. 315. 

Omniprefence of God, vii. 272, &c. 

Omnifcience of God, vii. 270, &c. ix. 315 t0 321, 332 


10 339- 
of CHRIST, xi. 187, &c. See Chrift, Know- 
ledge. 


Opinion, probable, what it is, x. 38. See Fudgment. 

Oppreffion is criminal, x. 166, &c. 

Ordinances of the Gofpel, cheir efficacy, IX. 43 (045. 

ORIGEN’s opiate of Chriff’s body confidered, vis. 
15, 16. 

“Ogsyisle- explained, ix. 232, &c. 


P. 
Prave contains two parts, vil. 316. Elow it to 
be applied, vii. 317. 


PaRg&vs, 


al nieimbs’ 2 


—_ 


IN DE X. 

Pargéus, (Davin) his doctrine concerning the refi(t- 
ance of a lawful Prince, x. 210, &c. Anfwered, x. 
210 to 216. 

Pardon muft be accompanied with oblivion, vii. 156. 

Paffions muft be bridled, x. 105. 

Pajfive obedience, X. 209, &c. xi. 60, &c. 

Path in Pfalm cxxxix. 3. explained, vii. 260. 

Patience defcribed, x. 92. 179, &c. It’s excellency, x. 
116, &c. Difficult to be attained, x. 119. How to be 
practifed, viii. 183, &c. See Ajtiction, Submiffion to 
Goa’s will. - 

Peace, it’s nature, x. 202, &c. With all men impofi- 
ble, x. 160, &c. With God a neceflary to falvation, 
vii. 49, &c. Of confcience not enjoyed by all men, 
ix, 159, &c. How endeavoured by the hypocrite, x. 
50, &c, 

~Peaceably, See Live peaceably, 

PELAGIUS, x. 13. Doétrine of original fin, x. 317. 
Of univerfal grace, viii. 395. 

Penitent, dying, his capacity, ix. 204; 209, 6c. May 
fincerely repent, ix. 211, 225. 

Perdition, See Deffruétion and ix. 45. 

Perfeftion of God, how to be imitated, ix. 338. 

Perfeétions or abilities muft not be over-rated, vii, 192, 
&c. 

Perstan’s behaviour at the lake Strymen, ix. 92. 

Perfuajion, peremptory, what it is, x. 38. 

Pharifees, See Scribes. 

Philofophers, obfervation on their parentage, ix. 260. 
On their ftudies, ix. 261. | 

Phvfic, a laborious ftudy, ix. 273. 

Piety. See Godline/s. 

PLato, how imitated by his fcholars, vii. 190, 

IlArpswy explained, vii. 26, 29. | 

Ilv:tpa, xal?, in Rom. i. 4. explained, ix. 235, &c. 

Pofible, in Rom. xii. 18. explained, x. 175, &c. 

Poverty not always the lot of the righteous, x. 4. Is al- 
Ways a temptation to fin, x. 5. Is often a direct effect 
of vice, and a judgment of God, x. 3, 4, &c. Some- 
times it is the effect of knowledge or learning, IX. 275. 
See Knowledge human. 

5. * vs Poverty 


I N DE X. 


Poverty of /pirit, it’s nature, x. 2 t017. What itis not, 
x. 2, &c. Has an inward fenfe and feeling of our 
fpiritual wants and defects, x. 7, &cc. Is not prefump- 
tuous of it’s own ftate, x. 10,11. Dreads the juftice 
of God and it’s own corrupt nature, x. 11. Seeks 
for mercy through Chrift alone, x. 12, &c. Relies on- 
ly upon God, x. 13. Believes that all men by nature are 
fubject to the. curfe of the law, x. 14, 15. Works out 
his falvation with fear and trembling, x.16. Whence 
this poverty arifeth, x. ie How it may be obtained, 
x. 18. Entitles it’s poffeflor to the kingdom of Heaven, 


xX. 3I. . ie. 
Paco God irrefiftible, x. 129. Can deftroy both the 
foul and body of man in hell, viii. 241. 
wae minifierial, when given to the Apoftles, vit. 38. 
—— with power, in Rom. ix. 4. explained, 234, &c. 
Praife of God, how to be performed, ix. 281, &c. 
Prayer, what it is, ix. 281, 295 to 301. xi. 154. It’s 
qualifications, xi. 156 to 173.. Extemporary condemn- 
ed, xi. 169, &c. A particular duty in time of afflic- 
tion, x. 97, dc. When acceptable to God, ix. 151, 
306, 309. xi. 154. When not effectual, ix. 301 to 310. 
Praying by the fpirit how prevented, ix. 301, &c. In 
faith, how prevented, ix. 302, &c. With zeal, how 
prevented, ix. 304, &c. 156, &c. | 
Preachings and prayings, feditious in the time of the 
grand rebellion, vii. 78, &c. | 
Precepts and counfels in the word of God how diftin- 
guifhed by Papi/ts, viii. 145. | 
Predeftination, viii.gt. See Election, Reprobation, Spi- 
rit of God withdrawn. 
Preheminence of former times unreafonable, vii. 301, &c. 
Prefbytery, vii.65. See Epifcopacy. 

Prefumption, it’s nature, vii. 248. Danger, vii. 36, 37, 
240. Origin, viii. 130 to 136. Object, vii. 245. 
Or, to prefume, or to commit prefumptuous fins, 

what, vii. 197 te 205, 239. The moft notable pre- 
fumptuous fins, vii. 215 to 234. The danger of fall- 
ing into them, vii. 244 20 248. Their bad confe- 
quences, vii. 248 to 257. Are moft difficult to be 
cured, vii. 250, &c. Moft hateful to God, vii. 
/ 252, &c, Prevailing 
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Prevailing explained, vii. 85, &c. 

Pride. See Prefumption, Hypocrite, Sin, Angels. Hard 
to be fubdued, vil. §2. 

Princes not fubje& to punifhment, xi. 42, 43. See Pa/- 
five obedience. 

Prifon,in Matt. v. 27. explained, vii. 315. 

Proceedings of God againft finners, ix. 39. See God, 
Defiruction, ; 

Promife or vow, when to be made, ix. 61. It’s obliga- 
tion, ix. 60, 61. 

Promifes of God, how to be underftood, ix. 66, 67. 

Prophecies mutually confirm and prove the things that 
fulfil them, viii. 281. Concerning Chrif# are not 
conclufive againft Jews and Sceptics, vili, 161. ix, 
246, &c. 

Profecutions how they ought to be managed, x. 262, 
&c. Ought not to be too rigorous, x. 293, &c, See 
Law. 

Profperity, of fins committed therein, vii. 216 to 219. 

Providence of God is fubfervient to his ordinances, 1x, 
46. It’s method of proceeding, x. 143, &c. Calls 
us to repentance, ix. 58. Who they are that fin a- 
gainft God’s providence, vik 225 to 227. 

Provoke God, it’s meaning, ix. 101, 105. It’s fin, ix. 
102, &c. 

Puni/kment by whom to be executed, x. 180. 

inflicted by God, on whom, xi. 42, 43. See 

God, Afflictions. When miftaken by men, viii. 305, 

&c. Why concealed, viii. 319, &c. 

eternal. See Death eternal, Deftrudtion. 

Purgatory, a fabulous conceit, vii. 8. xi. ro. 

Purity of heart, x. 342. In what it confifts, x, 353 to 

59. It excludes all mixture and pollution, x. 344; 

s not content with the form of Godlinefs, 15. to 353, 
Fits and qualifies the foul for eternal bappinefs, x. 365 
to 367. | 

Pinses of God, how to be underftood, ix. 65 to 67, 
Are different from the decrees of reprobation, ix. 68 
to 70. Whether they be abfolute and irrevocable, 
ix.62 to 65. Whether they be difcoyerable by man, 


ix. 65 t070, 72. 
RAGE 


I N D.E X. 


R. 
R4 G E is a conteft with God, x, 113. muft be avoid- 
ed, X. 112. 

Railing, X. 173, &e. : 

againtt the church of England, when, vii. 79. 

Rafbnefs, xi. 162, &c. | 

Reafon differs from fenfe, viii. 164. Unaffifted cannot 
improve the means of grace, vill. 377, &c. Enlight- 
ened preferreth Chrif? and his doctrine, viii. 159 to 
163. It’s power over the appetites, vill. 94, 95. 

Regenerate perfons, their {pirit, x. 9. Are fubject to fin, 
ix. 289. Cannot plead infirmity in excufe for their 
fins, vii, 205 to 208. ‘Their fins are moft difpleafing 
to God, vii. 207. 

Regeneration, vii. 207, &c. ix. 289. x. 9. See Repentance, 
Believers. 

Religion, it’s effential defign, vii. 97 to 100. ix. 130. Ne- 
ceffity, viii. 30 #0 32. The only means to make 
us truly virtuous, vill. 16 to 27. It’s ftate before 
Chrifi, viii. 270, 8c. xi. 74.t0 78. Not to be judged 
from outward behaviour, vii. 4 to 6. 15,16. See 
Form of Godlinefs, Hypocrite. What makes it irk- 
fom, viii. 13, 14. How deftroyed, vii. 130, 

Remorfes of con{cience, whence they arife, viii. 149 to 
155. See Stings. | 

Repentance, what it is, vii. 128. ix. 177 to181. Delayed 
is dangerous, vil. 61. 332 te 337. ix. 165, 169, 183 to 
196. And provoking to God, ix. 196 to 202. Isa 
duty, ix. 198, &c. Neceffary to falvation, vil. 121, 
&c. 328 to 331. It’s fincerity cannot be known by 
any outward acts, ix. 225, &c. Is miftaken by the 
hypocrite, x. 57. Is the gift of God, ix. 190, 206, 
207,228. Early it’s advantages, ix. 194. When is 
the propereft time for it, vii. 4§ to 57, 122 to 126, 
312, 318, 321, 323, 329. It’s meafure or extent, vii. 
126 0130. Whether it be a punifhment, vii. 124, 
&c. Ic is a remedy againft fin and the executive ju- 
ftice of divine vengeance, ix. 197, &c. The Romi 
doctrine concerning repentance erroneous, vii. 122 to 

126, Whether ona death-bed it can be effectual to 
falvation, 


I N DE X. 


falvation, ix. 203 fo 222. How hindered on a fick- 
bed, ix. 223,&c. It is foolifh and hazardous to truft 
thereto, 1x. 222 t¢ 229. 

R-penting in God, its meaning, ix, 62. 

Reprebation, vii. 130. ix. 39, 56, 68 to 70, 1Q2, &c. 
X. 44. 

Reproof, by whom to be given, vii. 139 t0 142. How, 
Vil, 142 t0155. When dangerous, vii. 159 to 164. 
It’s end, vii. 144. 1x. 130. 

Reputation, viii. 194, 195, 242. See Love of God, 

Refcntment, x. 276, &c. 

Refignation to God's will, xi. 149. 

Reffling the Spirit. Sce Spirit of God, 

Refolution, good, xi. 35. What is neceffary for a dying 
penitent, ix. 210. Cannot be affured to be true ina 
dying perfon, ix. 226. 

Refpeéi, to whom due, vii. 149, &c. 

Re/f, what it meaneth, ix. 41. Toenter into reft, ix. 39 
to74. In a literal fenfe, ix. 41, 42. Spiricual or 
myftical fenfe, ix. 42. 

Refloration of K. CHaRLEs IT. unexpected, ix, 111. 

Refurreétion of CurisT was by his own power, ix. 242. 
Proves his Godhead, ix. 239 to243. and Sonhfhip, ix. 
243 t0258. Surpaffed all that he faid or did, 16. Is 
the beft argument againft the Jews, ix. 250. and infide- 
lity, ix. 257. 

Retaliation, no doctrine of Chriftianity, x. 169, &c. 

Revenge, when lawful, x. 180, 181. When unlawful, 
X. 112,177, 192, 223. Is a conteft with God, x. 113. 

Revile not again explaincd, vit. 184 to 1gt. It’s dith- 
culty, viii. 191 to 196. Edlow to be performed, viii. 
196 to 203. 

Right, natural, it’s extent, xi. §4, 6c. When not to be 
exacted, x. 294. to 300. 

Rightecufnefs, perfect, is required by God of all men, 
xi. 2389, Why, xi. 309, &c. What it is, xi. 280, 
296, 309. How to be meafured by man, xi. 291. 
It’s properties, xi. 296 te 309. 

———of Chri/f imputed does not render good works 
needlefs, vii. 104, &c. 

om——— Of Saints cannot be imputed, vil, 104, &c. 

Y Righteoufne/s 


IN DE X. 


Righteoufne/s of God, ix. 311, 312, 8c. 
o———of the Phari/ees, what it was, xi. 281. It’s de- 
fects, xi. 206, 284 10295. 


5. / 
S4 INTS cannot intercede for us, xi. 205 to 2¢8. nor 
helpus, xi. 210, &c. Are ignorant of what paffes 
in this world, xi. 207. Why God takes them out of 
this world, xi. 206, &c. 

Salvation, how to be wrought out by us, vii. 49 to §5. 
Iv’s difficulty, vii. 323 to 326. 

Lagua, xalc, in Rom, i. 3. explained, ix. 236. 

Satan, how he tempts to fin, vii. 27 te 2y. 246, &c. See 
Devil, Temptation. 

Satisfaction for fin can be only made by Chrift alone, viii. 
341. xi. 86. 

Saved, why few are, viii. 166. How, vii. 49 10 55,97. 

SAUL trained up for deftruction, ix. 50, §1. 

Scribes and Pharifees, who they were, xi. 279, &c. The 
defects and infufficiency of their righteoufnels, xi. 284 
to 296. , 

Scrupi lofity an hindrance to devotion, xi, 158. 

Scurrility never to be imitated, viii, 196 to 203. 

Searednefs of confcience, what, ix. 54. 

Security iia finful ftate dangerous, and how to be cured, 
Vill, 227 to 229. 1X. 7, 36, 37. X.45 20 63. See Hard- 
nefs of keart, Hypocrite. 

Seeing, xi. 305. Reprefents an object the beft of all 
the fenfes, x. 362. Is molt univerfally ufed, 74. Con- 
veys pleafure and delighr, x. 363. Is moft capacious 
and infatiable, x. 364, &c. 

Seeing God explained, x. 362 to 365. 

Self-denial. See Fa/fting, Mortification, Revile not again. 

Self-love, itv’scaufe, x. 24. Danger, viii.132. Is oppof- 
ed by the go!pei, x. 8. 

Self-opinion, x. 8. See Knowledge human. 

S.lf prefervation, X. 238, &c. 

Self-trial or examination is neceflary, x. 72, &c. xi. 
163, &c. | 

Senfe, how it differs from reafon, viii, 164. It’s power 
over reaion, 7d, 

Service 


IN DE X. 


Service of God isa diligent purfuit of our callings, vii. 46 
1055. 

2 Sin is painful and laborious, x. 331, &c. 

Shame and forrow, how to be difcerned, viii. 25. ix. 13. 

Silence commendable, x. 110. | 

Sin, it’s nature, vii. 236 to 239. Vili. 138. xX. 314, 337, 
&c, Caufe, viii. 87, and 100 #0 103. Seat, xi. 6 10 
13. May be committed in intention, ix. 293, &c. 
x. 320, Admits many degrees, x. 71. It’s danger, 
ix. 72, 73. x. 365, &c. Prevents and deftroys the 
favours of God, vii. 121 #0 130. Is always attended 
with mifery and bitternefs, viii. 105. Is often the 
caufe of afflictions and bodily difeafes, viii. 294. ix. 

40, &c. Is always attended with forrow, viii. 150. 

i, often falfly charged, viii. 88 ta100, Is man’s dar- 
ling, ix. 285 #0 295. xi. 14, 15. How it prevails on 
the affections, viii. 106. It’s heinoufuels, viii. 138. 
x. 337, &c. May be found in the regenerate, ix. 
289, &c. See Regenerate perfons. Cannot be num- 
bered, viii. 346. The greatnefs of it’s obje&t, viii. 
351, &c. x. 336. It’s fervice is moft toilfom, x. 
331, &c. How tobe meafured, x. 336. Mifappre- 
hended, the caufe of an hypocrite’s falfe hope, x. 50, 
&c. Mutt be avoided, x. 357. Mortified, vii. 51, 
&c. Crucified, xi, 18 to 29. By what means, xi. 
29 to 32. How to be deftroyed in man, xi. 34, 35. 
It’s vanity, vilt. 107 ta 109. Prevents praying by the 
Spirit, ix. 301, &c. See Prayer. How forgiven by 
God, vili. 338, &c. See Chrif?, Forgivene/s. 

-——origial, xi. 8. See PELaGius. Whether the 
caufe of all worldly affli€tions, viii. 297. 

aftual, X. 3:7. How ic differs from original fin, 

X. 324. Is committed either in words, x. 318. ac- 

tions, X. 319. Xl. 234, &c. or defires, x. 320. Iv’s 

degrees or meaiure ot Gnfulnefs, x. 321 to 324. ; 

vental, fuch a diftinction in fin tends to promote a 

bad life, vii. 108 #0 112. 

habitual, vii. 231 te 234, 251. Cannot be hid 

from God, vii. 275, &c. It’s danger, vii.244 to 248. 

Sad confequences, vii.248 70257. Remedy, vii. 236 


to 243. 
Y4 Sin, 


INDE X. 


Sin, fecret, is known to God, vii. 277, &c. 

prefumptuous, what, vii. 197 to 205. Howit differs 
from the fin of infirmity, vii. 705 to 214. Which 

_ are the moft notable fins of prefumption, vii. 215 to 
234. 

——nattonal fins require national humiliation, ix. 35 2,8c. 

particular, punifhed with general judgments. ix. 

355, &c. Are {pecially noted by God, ix. 358, &c. 

againft nature is moft abominable, xi 239. 

——-againft the Hzly Ghoft, what, xi. 276. 

of angels more heinous than the fin of man, viii. 

286, &c. | 

Sincerity of heart is known to God, vii. 285,&c. How 
to be tried, viii. 172 t0 175. 

Sinners, xi.18. Are atheifts in their hearts, vii. 274. 
Danger, vili. 227 t0 229. How called to repenrance, 
ix.g9. May bejuttified, vii..103. When fealed up 
by God to deftruction, ix. 43 t0 62. How, ix. 57 to 
62. How this may be known, ix. 71,72. See De- 
firudtisn, God, Spirit of God withdrawn, Unregenerate. 

Slander, how to be born with, viil. 196 to 203. 

Sleep, of what ufe to the afflicted, ix. 13. 

SociNniAns doctrine of redemption, xi. 20. Of Chri/?’s 
nature, vii. 6, 14. Of God’s knowledge, ix. 315, &c. 
Of going to war, x. 185. 

Socinus. See Socinzans, 

SODOMITES, Vill. 113. 

SoLIFIDIANS, xi. 3, 4. 

Son of God, how manifefted, xi. 68 t0 72. Why, 72 to 
84. How he deftroys the works of the devil, xi. 84 7a 
88. Why he was troubled in fpirir, ix. 8. See Curist. 

Sons of perdition, how fitted to deftruction, ix. 45 1057. 
See Defiruétion, Sinners. 

Sorrow, how increafed, See Knowledge human. 

on a death-bed, it’s uncertainty, ix, 227, &c. 

-fpiritual, See Spirit wounded, 

Sovereignty of God is abfolute, x. 132. See God, Sin. 

Soul, how it contracts fin, xi.6 to 13. Sympathizeth with 
the body, xi. 13. Cannot make any improvement 

‘In virtue with the grace of God, viii, 377, &c. 

_ How known to be a veffel of God’s wrath. See De- 
Strudticn, 


INDE xX. 


frudtion, Sinners. Is immortal, viii. 240. It’s beft 
‘ftate is feparate from the body, x. 85. 

Spirit, unclean. See lafting, 

of Aoline/s, in Rom. vii. 4. explained, ix. 235, &c. 

of truth, who, vill. 409 to 411. xi. 271. It’s bene- 

fits to man, xi. 272, &c. Pretences thereto, how to 
be tried, vill. 415. | 
wounded, a difcourfe thereon, ix. 1 to 39. It’s 
meaning, ix. 3. When faid to be wounded, ix. 4. 
Who are the proper objects of this trouble, ix. 5. It’s 
mifery, viii. 225. In what it’s great mifery doth ap- 

_ pear, ix.7 t021. The figns thereof, ix.17, 18. How 
it is brought upon the foul, ix. 21 to 30. It’s cure, ix. 
7, Why God permits it, vili, 226. ix. 30 to 34. Is 
no token of God’s difpleafure, ix. 34 t0 36. nor of 
a finful ftate, ix.37, 38. Mufthot be derided, vii. 35. 

Spirit of God withdrawn, it’s fad confequences, xi. 221, 
&c.272, &c. At what time, xi. 222 to 228. May 
be finally withdrawn, xi. 250 to 268. 

of God dealeth earneftly with the hearts of men, xi. 
222. May be refifted, xi.228 #0243. How, vii. 228. 
xi, 24410250. See alfo xi. 231, 237. Motives a- 
gain{t refifting the Spirit, xi. 270 to 277. See Grace 
of God, Hardnefs of heart. 

Star, See Magi. 

Stars cannot influence man to fin, vili. 92 ¢0 94. 

Stings of confcience, ix. 24, 25. 

Study, the hardeit of all labour, ix.270 to274. 

Stupidity, 1X. 54. 

Submiffien to the will of God, vii. 305. x. 94 t0 128. Does 
not confift in an intenfibility of afflictions, but ina pa- 
tient refignation under the hand of God, x. 100, &c. 
In his underftancing, x. 101. Will, x. 103. Paffions 
and affections, x. 1c5. And in his fpeeches, x. 108 
fo112. Byabftaining from all rage and defire of re- 
venge, x. 112, &c. It’s worth and excellency, x. 116. 
Is hard to be obrained, x. 119,&c. Muft be begun 
early, x. 123. Arguments for the reafonablenefs of 
this fubmifion, x. 12870155. «nd itis both neceffa- 
Ty, x. 147, &c. prudent, x.149,&c. and decent, x. 


152, 
Sufferings 
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Sufferings of Chriff, ix. 8 tox1, Howto be confidered 
by Chriftians, ix. 31. Should deter us from fin, ix. 30. 

Supererogation ts impious, Vii. 113. i 

Surprize, no excufe for prefumptuous fins, vii, 203, &c. 
X. 321. 

Supenfe, how caufed, viii. 158. 

Sware in my wrath explained, ix. 40. 

Swearing, what it means, ix. 40. Isdangerous, ix. 73. 
See Oath. 

Sycophants, x. 289. See nee 


Ale- bearing, the peft of fociety, x. 284 10293. Mutt 
be difcountenanced, id. 

Temper, chriftian, x. 9. 

and conftitution of body no excufe for fin, viii. 94 
to 96,98,99. 2 a 

Temperance in meat and drink, a duty, ix. 130, &c. 

Temptation, it’s power, viii.288. See Satan, Devil. How 
to be conquered, viii. 262. See Sin. Muft be avoid- 
ed, x. 357, &c. See Belevers. 

Tempted, who are, viii, 86. 

Tempter. See Satan. 

THEMISTOCLES, Vill. 9. 

THEoDoRUS CYRENAUS, Ix. 75. 

Things, all, by whom they are filled, vii. 26, &c. 

are known to God. See Knowledge of God. 

Omnifeience. 

are twofold, ix. 327, &c. 

Thoughts, good, their origin, vii. 281. viii. 379. xi. 
147,244. Of man are evil continually, xi. 219, Are 

' all known to God, ix. 331, &c. Upon their goodnefs 
depends the purity of the heart, x. 354. Sins of our 
thoughts by whom judged, vii.277. Are moft oppo- 
fite to the nature of God, vii. 279. 

Threatnings of God, ix. 66, 67. h | 

Time is harmlefs, vii. 306. Precious, vii, 60. Prefent, 

isnot worfe than former times, vil, 297, &c. 301, &c. 
In what cafes to be diftinguifhed into good and bad, 
vii. 291. | 

Timoroufnefs, xi. 49. 

Tongue complaining, See Murmurings. 

Tongues, the gift of, viii. 413. Tcrments, 
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Torments, eternal, viii. 257. See Defirucion: 

Tranfmigratien, vill. 294. . 

Tranfub/tantiation, a ridiculous doctrine, vii. 20. 

Treafure in beaven explained, viii. 147. 

Trouble. See Affiidtion. | 

aa for fin, See Repentance, Sorrow, and vii. 37, 38: 

Truft in God. See Confidence towards Ged, 

Truth, vii. 88, &c. Is fuirable to the mind of man, viii. 
407, &c. Clears the confcience from guilt, viii, 409. 
of doubt and {cruples, ee 410, 


ALENTINIANS, Viii. 278. 
Ubiquity of Chrift’s human nature by whom af- 
ferted, vii. 20, 21. 

Vegetation, viii, 65 to 68. 

Vice, vii. 144. viii. 18. How it enters into man, viii. 
103 to 105. It’s danger, viii. 32. Hard to be fub- 
dued, vii. 52, &c. ix. 125, &c. Tolerated among 
the heathens, viii. 19, 20. xi. 78 to 80. Among the 
Jews, xi. 80, &c. 

Violence unlawful, x. 166, &c. See Force, War. 

VIRGINIUS, x. 241. 

Virtue, in what it confifts, viii, 17 t0 27. Omitted is 
dangerous, viii. 104. Is neceffary to falvation, vii. 
53, &c. Im another muft not be over-rated, vii, 
192, &c. Was miftaken by the heathen, xi. 75. By 
the hypocrite. See Hypocrite. 

Virtues of the heathens, vili. 2,3. See Glory. 

Unbelief, it’s danger, viii. 175 to 178. 

Uncleannefs, See Adultery, 

Under ftanding, it’s ule and advantage, viii. 372. x. 101. 

Unprofitablene/s of man to God, x. 20, &c. 

Ufury, X, 334. 

Unthankfulne/s to God, it’s caufe, ix. 320 to 322. 

Unworthine/s, xi. 160. 

Vow, it’s obligation, ix. 60, 61, When to be made, 

- Vil, Or. : 

W 


yA GE'S of fin. See Death. 

Want, confidered in itfelf, is a curfe, x. 2.3. See 
Poverty. 
War, what it is, x. 177, &c. It’s caufe, ib. and 206, 
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INDEX. 
Different kinds, x. 177, &c. When lawful for Chri- 
ftians, x. 178, &c..201, &c; Whether it be lawful, 
made againft. our lawful Prince, x. 204, &c. xi. 60, © 
&c. Is only to be ufed in the nature of a remedy, x. 
| 201, Arguments againft it anfwered,- x. 186, &c. 
+ Scriptures againft it explained, x. 190 %0:200. 
Way, Matt. v.26. explained, vii. 214. ‘ 
Ways in Pfalm cxxxix. 3. explained, vii. 261. 
Will of God, what, tx. 65. : 
w—— of man, it’s power, viii. 93, 94, ror, 395, &ec. 
It’s office, viii. 100. Is the fountain of fin, viii. 100. 
to 103. When truly fabmiffive, x,103, &c. How 
" convidted, xi.243, &e. > ee 
Wfdom of God, viii. 319, X. 134: vindicated; xi, 263. 
7 carnal, oppofeth grace, viii. 384.9 0” 


Wisemen. See Maci. . | Le 

W fb, what, ix. 80, - When punifhable by God, 1. See 
Defires. | 

Word of God how to be received and underftood, viii. 
358. Sinnersagainft it, vii, 222 0225. “Is the means 
by which he fpeaketh to man, xi.230, &c. The dan- 
ger of hearing it negligently, xi. 231, &cc. Of acting 
contrary thereto, 233, &c. a | 

Words, what care thould be taken of them, x.173, &c. 

Works, good, neceffary, vii. 60,61. x1. 283. 

of Supererogation. See Supererogation. 

of the devil, what, xi. 72, &c. How conquered, 
xi. 73 1084. Howdeftroyed, xi. 84 to 88. 

—— of grace, viii. 324, &c. - 

of the Spirit, xi. 237, &c. 

of God are over all his works, viii. 62 to 84, 322, &c. 

World, it’s beauty, viii. 64, &c. State before Chri, 
viii. 270. xi. 72, &c. Confidered in it’s natural and 
moral perfections, vii. 291. Does not grow worle by 
length of time, vii. 293 10297. How it’s delufion is 
removed, xi. 84, &c. aie 

Worfbip how to be performed, ix. 284, &c. x. 20, &c. 
Motives thereto, ix. 307 to 310. . Miftaken by the 
heathens, x. 75, &c. 84,&c. See Relsgron. 

Wrath of God, how to be avoided, ix. 73,74. See 
Sware in my wrath, Anger of Gods © | . 


THE END, 
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